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general tliraughout the country, employers should be able to perpetuate its affect by
Placing snob inducements before young men as would retain them in their service. If
"Protection"I will not admit af their doing this, then it is flot a National Policy.

In short, my humble opinion is that, if Canada continues ta be sapped of lier lite.
blood, the employers must bear the responsibility ai the loss incurred, and, as such, have
the remedy largely in their awn hauds by substituting actual far pi-ofe"esd patriatism.

Çhicago, August, 1884. J. M

AN EXOTIC.

FRIENDSHIP is an exotic. Once 'twas found
On earthly saîl. It chanced in licaven ane day,
Beneath the "lTree of Life," an angel lay

Wliere liealing fruits were strewn upon the ground.
Dawn ta this earth there fell, where Imunai tears

Watered and nourished it, ane tiny secd
Whicli sprang ta life, a beauteous fiower indeed,

With fragrance barrawed froma ceiestial sphtires.
One culled the fiawer ta wear upon lier breast;

But at hier feet its snow-white petais fell:
She faund taa soan it would nat bear the test,

Sa near a beating lieart it couid not dweil;
The frost-breatli of reserve no shield mighit prove-
The flawer was Fricndship, but the fruitage Lave!1

Johnsioun, . Y. J. OLIVERa SIMITHT.

A CONVERSION.

[Zram the French ai Thomas Bentzon.]

"Lr is a letter for Iiis reverence," said the urchin in wooden shaes, wha had
stopped at the threshhaid af the vicarage.

The servant, at wark an sarne scrubbing in lier kitchen, wiped lier
bauds, ail white with lather, ta take the faid af papcr lield aut ta lier.
"IRis reverence is in the act af reading lis breviary," she said. Il Must lie bie
disturbed '1 Is an answer wanted ? Y

I II don't know at ail," said the chiid, in repiy; 1 was.just taid ta wait."
She mationed ta him ta enter and sit dawn, whilst, with a footstep

heavy with age, she turued towards the garden-the gardon, if such it
could lie cailed, af a parish priest, with its litt]e, straiglit, box-bardered
Paths, designcd as a walk for cahin reflectian, and its 1high walls, that s'but
it off' froin every autside distraction, auiy allowing a view of the top of the
highest cross in the ueighbouring cCuc Ir.Yw wt ic aig
inarked an angle af eacb bloamiug flower bed, which. was everywhere alter-
niated with a square patch of vegetabies-the wbale cultivated by the
Vicar himiseif, wlio wvas nat afraid ta draw up biis cassock that lie migit, dig
alnd water by way of recreatian. UTpon the sunny border-wall af the
Old well, ail smathered in ivy, a well-fcd cat was ralling itseif up and
Iflingiing its blissfui purs with the gentie bumming af the becs. Beneatli
an arbaur, at the back of which a statue of the virgin stoad out white
4gainst the shadaw, tise Vicar lied taken shelter from the taa fierce rays of
the August; sun, whicli, framn a cloudicss sky, feli around in a rain of fire.

With a siightly bronzed fareliead and a finely chiselled face, leaning
against the wali of verdure, his finger run between the leaves of a boak
he was meditating. For five years already, yaung as lie iooked, this samne
hour reg ularly faund bitu absarbed in the cautemplatian of tlie daiiy duties
of hie ministry, tliinking af the good tliat still remained ta be donc, ever
dissatisfied witb bimiself, aithaugli lie was lavishing without accaunt bis time,
8trength, and the littie money that lie possessed. The circie in whicli bis
Uriwcaried acti vity maved was very restricted ; this euergetic soul suffered
tberefrom, thougli lie wauld liardiy awn that ta himiseif. lus inclination
'WOuid have led bimi ta tise life of a missiauary, or of an army cliaplain:
there was sometbing of thie soldier in liim-a decided taste for heroic
adveuturcs ; but the father of Vicar Fulgentius, a humble vinedresser,
had given bis son ta, Go7d anly an thie condition of not lasing siglit of lini
%itogether, and of lcaviug bim to risk the fewest dangers possible. Yet this
country priest, checked by filial obedience in a lofty impulse, lad by no
.raeans given up lis early dreams as ta thie future. Hie returned ta tliem
111 sPite of himself whie taiiing on, withaut much success, at catclising
the scamps of the village. is secret grief was the discovery tliat lie had
8Ucceded only in imposing an those around him the bare letter of religion.
MeIn and women liardly ever missed attcnding miass; yet, with thc greater
rIumabcr, this secmiug devoutuess was nierely routine : it did not cure this
'D'le of avarice, nor that ane of drunkenuess ; it did nat prevent marriage
fro0i being often a needful amends. Ta awaken enthusiasin for virtue at
thc bottain of these dense natures wouid liave becu impassible. Tlie
itihabitants of Arc-sur-Loirc vcgctated fromn birth ta, grave: liard bar-
gainerl , their curiasity confined ta the' best way of lioarding their crawns,
quick to envy their neiglibours' crap, with their faces lient towards the
eax.tl, whicli tliey ransacked ta seize ail it could give them, without ever
8earching farther; in short, neither boetter for worse than all peasants,
having indeed aver many of tleic this supcriarity, that they kncw liow
tO rcad. The yaung priest liad not yet made anc of the canquesta that bis
alitibition promised itscif. Bath thie cvii and thec good araund him werc
"Wanting in magnitude. The sheep of tliis flock liad a uuiform insignifi-
catit physiognamly. No tarturcd consciences, no fruitfui repentances, no0
gcn1erous aspiratians-they dragged thcmsclvcs step by stcp along the
C 011o rut, their thouglits engaged by noagt cisc than the constant con-

cern, for their daily bread. And elsewliere there were leathen ta convcrt,
sinuers ta save.

Alane of lis kind, Vicar Fulgentius stoad up in the midst of surround-
ing vuigarities as an oak uplifts itself above the puuy brushwood wliich
would stifle it. Indeed this comparisan ta a noble oak wauld came unsought
ta the mind, in preseuce of thc physicai and moral solidity disciosed in lin
by thie features, the figure, the accent, ail thc combined qualities of a
peculiariy striking persoaaity. Hie had noue bf the taa sliy ways that
the ecclesiastic upon setting out in hife nearhy always brings with him
froin thec seminary: bis steel gray eyes turued upan wamen a frauk look
untroubied by any timidity. If anyone liad given himi ta uuderstand tliat
certain of thc opposite sex uaticcd the noble beariug of bis reverence, the
suuuy smihe tliat at times cliased away thec usualiy tlioughtful expression
of his regular features, or the liushy lacks, black and curly, in which bis
minute tonsure lay buried, le wouid have betrayed, by a short and care-
less word, thie secret disdain tliat the priest absolutely disengaged fran the
good tliings of this life ever fecis for the treaclierous sex in its weakness,
for the perpetuial stumbiing-lick of hoiy resolutions, a disdain, doubtîass
veiled and saftened by charity, but ail the deeper whien it has no tinge of
fear. Thc temptations of Vicar Fulgentius came freim a higher level;
urgiug him towards the distant and perihous touls of apostheship. H1e
wauid a huudred times ratIer bave suffered martyrdom. than go an witli
the duli task impascd an lim by the present hour.

IIYour Reverence!"I said, at two paces off, the oid servant Ursula.
11e did not licar. Wrapped in tlioughit, bie was just then telling himaself
that little by littie, ta bis ruin, lie wouid descend in sanie sort ta the lcvcl
of bis spiritual charges. Wliat for example liad lie lad ta do that day,
whilst ail the thouglits of bis flock were turned ta the important question
of bringing in the corn. liefore thec starm liurst ? Ta arrange on bis part
Boane petty matters of temporal business-af perquisites-whicb ta Min
wcre pecuiiariy hateful. Hie shrugged biis shaulders, and once marc took up
bis lireviary.

IIYour Revercuce-a letter 1 " rcpcated U-rsula, miaking lier way thie
time riglit under the arbaur.

IlA letter î "
The pastman's turne liad long gone by; and correspoudence in writing

liad neyer been in vague between thie parishianers of Arc-sur-Loire and
their pastar.

IllHaud it boel said lie, f ull of surprise. Soînetliing uncamman was
happening, somcthiug that was ont of tlic everyday course af tîsings.

"Is it passible tbey want me at La Pree 1Il
"At La Prée!" cI xclaimed Ursula like an echo. "IAt the hanse of

those lieretics 1 There's an event, Wliat next, I woinder."
Il I must kuaw. Say tliat lIli couic, as tley wish. Or rather, no

dou't let the messenger go off alone ! I am ready."
H1e rose in some agitation, crossed the gardon with great strides thougli

at thc samne time reading tIc letter over again-two hunes iii a liesitating
liand whicb gave bim. no information, except tlat a sick and unlappy
persan wanted ta sec him without delay.

It was euaugli, faor that matter. Vicar Fuigeutius took up bis bat and
stick, and folawed thc lead of the peasant boy wbo liad camne for bim ;
whilst Ursula, standing outside the door of the vicarage, pursued lim witb
lier cyce aiong the dusty road until lie was iost ta view.

IlWhat do thcy want witli bim, I wonder 1'11 sIc asked berseif with
vague aiarm.

CHAPTER II.

LA, PnIýE, a cousiderable estate iying at the remate end of thc parish witbin
a ricli belt of cornfieids and vineyards, is the hast straughold that Protes-
tantisin, once pawerful in this pravince, still preserves in Arc-sur-Loire.
The naine of its owncrs, a namne wbich doubtiess was arigiualiy a siguifi.
caut uickname, recails the old times of the first. nacturuai preachinga and
af the papular behief in an cif that pratected thein. The family of Le
Huguet bad dweht in the country fromn generatian ta genieratian since that
distant epoch in an isolation easy ta lie expiained in the time of wars and
persecutians, but strauge indeed at the prâsent day, wlien the equality
of farine of warship is praclaimed bath in iaw and in fact. This isolation,
which did nat debar thorm fram the public esteemn nor fromt that sort of
cousideration for a superior order of men which is determiued by a larger
or smallcr suppiy of money, was owing beyand doulit ta the quite excep-
tionai physiognomny of the uest of Huguenots in question, who had for so
long been shut up apart in their aucient habits and bereditary memaries.
Nat that the Le Huguets made a dispiay of thc faith whicl thcy woe
alone iu prescrving; they werc ncarly thauglit ta lic without religion,
since they frcqucuted no churcl. A great distance separated thorm froin
the chief tawn of the province, and uawhcre cisc wouid thcy have found
a minister of their worsbip ; accordingly thcy confiued themselves ta get-
ting anc ta Etep in at thc rare saiemnities of life-marriage, baptism or
buriai, dispeusing for thc rest of the time with evcry exteruai observance.

Yct the master of La Prée, aithough lic neyer weut ta the prêche,
would have suffoed, like bis ancestors, the stake or bauisliment ratIer
than dcuy tIe beliefs ta wbich le cluug liy a liard instinct as ta tIc blaad
in bis vein s. H1e was lis own priest: lie read reguiariy cvery cvcning
some verses out of tle Bible, in an aid ycliaw-icavcd edition, worn at evcry
page, which bore thc date of 1588. This Bible represeuted the sacred
relic, the altar for gatlcriug round, the faundation stone of the boeuse, in
wbicb. cverything secmed ta feel thec effents of its presence; for neyer did
shell and ils contents differ more greathy from thc shelis that surrauudcd
it. TIc othèr farms, front the paorcst ta thc richest, lad amnong thorm-
selves the look of anc family-witb their enclosure of thorus, the disorder
-fîcu picturesque-of their yard biocked up with manure, farm imple-
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