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novels, doubtiesa because, with the exception of Little Dorinn, they a
wholiy ideal in conception and exeoution. The story of Carmina is aimo
a prose poem, and it is overrun witb a tropical luxuriance of brilliai
descriptive passages, by wbicb the radiantly beautiful figure of Carminia
fitiy framed. But Miss Murray's imagination responds no0 more perfecti
to the stimulus of Italian skies than it does to the homely cbarm of lil
in an Irish farmyàrd. What could be better in its way than this bit froi
Little Dorinn ?

"Close by ran a clear, sparkling stream, which neyer became dry i
the hottest summer, and there every înorning and evening, a bare beadeé
bare-footed maiden scoured hier wooden ' mil k-vessels '-hurns, coobi
piggins and noggins-witb bright sand fromn the streain's pebbly bed, ti]
the wood was white as snow, and the iron hoops shone liko silver, pilin
them on the bank as they were finished, te sweeten in the pure air amoni
the buttercups and daisies."

Good as this is, it is no botter than its context, from whicb I hav
tomn it with a pang. The whole chapter i8 pervaded boy the samne idylli
sweetness and charm.

Perhaps the most flnished of all Miss Murray's novels is lihe Cite(
Curate, the scene of which is laid in the County of Wicklow, Ireland
wbere the author's cbildhood and youth were passed. The current of tbý

story, clear and sparkling in the opening chapters, deep-toned and darl
towards the tragic close, winds throughi a series of natural scenes, inosi
lovingly painted from, life. I would be the last to inflict upon Misi
Murray's art the cruelty of over-praise, but I have no hesitation in envy
ing ber the fascination which ber pages exert. It is the fascination of hel
personality, of hem style, of hier unerring instinct for the effective, of ber
unwearying pleasure, which she compels the reader to share with bier, ini
"nature's wildest and softest phases." But with scarcely a giance at the

crags and glens, leaping stmeams and ivy-muffled bridges, Illonely moor-
lands, where the golden furze and purpie heath make gorgeous the sumomer
day," and where Ilthe swoiien river mingles its rnurrnurs with the reverie
of any ionely loiterer on the moor," lot us consider the deep feeling shown
in tbis passage concerning Il the hîghiy Caivinistic prayer " of the gifted,
ambitiotis, but weak-hearted hero, who delivers hiniself of it at the
devotions of bis bousehold:

idOould 1 bave beard him pour out his heart to that God in whose
presence and power the voice within the breast attests its involuutary,
indestructible belief whenever the soul's depths are stirred, to whorn, in
tbe bour of anguish, wben the flooda ovemwbeim us, and the waters cover
outr heads, we blindly cry for a help and a pity, nowlhere cisc to bc found,h. -that God above us, beyond us, yet forever near-whomn many, aias!
regard with a sad, superstitious f car, wbere no fear is,-it wouid have been
au inexpressible relief; but to listexi to him uttering formai words, for

which, he bad neither faith nor reverenco, words involving so inany harsh
and cold-hearted dogmas, which 1 knew ho utterly condeinnced and disbe-
lieved, and invoking tLii who reads ail hearts to hear them, whiie all thé-

timehe eiter oîtnomknew any thing except that the barbed
arrows, wbîch bad that day entered bis soul, were fastening their fangs in
ideeper and deoper-was a mockery I could hardly bear. Yet, what know

Il ILt is flot the 8poken words, but the sulent voice within that God marks,
and oven then, under ail this weight of dead words, Eardley's tortured

beamt may have sent up a living cry for pardon and peace, that was heard
and answered, thotugh in a way dark and inscrutabie to mortai eyes.

Not nitcli poetry bas flowed froin Louisa Murray's pen, but the littieshe has given us is of no ordinary quality. Sonie idea of the liîpid
pumity of ber tbougbts and utterances may ho fouuid in bier description of
the bemoine of Mer/mn's Cave.

Ai thiugs that crosged her joyous wtdy
A gleani of gladness cauight,

A Csh of brightness broug irt.

And inulher soul there burned a lighit
That cheered hier on bier way,

Made lurninous the starless iiight,
And cleared the cloudy day.

magination'a wondrous power
Hiad taught this cottage girl,

In every field to find a flower.
In every sheil a peari.

4 ~Bright fancies dwelt inulier untold,
And flashed throughi her clear eyes,

A" learins of light betray the gold
That in some river lies.

And se she lived iii sweet coutent,
Aud smiled when first appeared* IThe sunflit cloud that e'er lier bent,j And darkened as it neared.

Et has been said that there is a shade of sadness discernible in Miss
Murray's work, due to tlie untoward circumstances of lier denied life,1:which mnust bave seemed perpetualiy to tbwart ber natural preferences andJaspirations. This sbadow 1 have flot been able to discover, but one cannot
be blind to the sunny gleames of humour, that flicker among lier pages,
and tbmough lier letters, which abound in shrewd. and piquant comments
upon the literary tcpics of the day. A life-long companion of nature and

ý1 of books, the productions of ber virile and ioving imagination have not
3, been depedet upon faine nor even recognition. Genius, like virtue, is

ita own exeeing great reward, and this rarely gifted personality, wbule
it may bge pitied for its Canadian environnient, is to, be envied as a
native of that ideal worid, which takes no0 account of outward conditions,
because se immeasurably superior to them.

A. ETJIELWYN WýETHERALD.

re LJTEIL4RY GOSSIP.
it CANON VENABLEs bas written a life of John Bunyan for the Great
i8 Writers Series.

-y MACMILLAN AND COMPANY announce a volume of poemns by the Bey.ne S of r A r o eM HERBERT SPEscER bas placed materiais for bis biograpby in the bands
n of Miss Beatrice Potter.

1, Miss ALCOTT directed by bier will tbat ail ber letters, documents, and
3, nianuscripts ho bumned.

Il A Cas fie in the Air, by Gsn. Hugh Ewing, is one of Henry Hoit and
g Company's fortbcoming novels.

WALTER BESANT will contribute tbe second of bis two articles onTh
e NWritsog o! Nove/sg te the April Atalanta.

c A PAPER On T'he Laws o/ Prop.'rty, by Chief Justice Lord Coleridge, is
tbe opening article in Vacmillan's for April.

M. JULES8 SISION bias promised te, preside over tbe next'literary congresse
organized by the Société des Gens de Lettres.

EDWARD EGGLESTON is engage(l upon a bistory of America for cbildren,
bwhielh D. Appleton aud Company will publisb.

3 A Gliimpse o/ No2,t Atrica is the title of an interesting paper by Mr-Grant Allen, iu the April number of the Conteinporary Review.

L. KREICLIAUF, Elviira, N.Y., wili issue ibis month the first number
cf the Quarter/y ]Ji/liography ol Amnericau andl Enqlish Literai ure.

Shakespeariana for April contains articles cf importance ou Z'ke 11ir-
ton WS'takes)eare Li/n.ury by Arthur Mason Knapp ; The Fool in Leur, bY
E. A. Kalkins; and Views of an Unbeliever, by Baruk Siddon.

te speli cf Ashtaroth is the title of a novel whicb tbe Scribners bave
in baud, the scone of wbicb is Biblicai, witb Josbua as one cf the principal
characters. The example of Ben Har appears to bave been beeded.

THE 110W edition cf the Engiisb Beference Catalogue of Current
Literature, wbicb work bas for yearî been ene cf the thickest cf thick
volumes, will comprise upward of 4,000 pages. In weight it will exceed
nine peunds.

M. HENRtY HARIHSSE proposes to celebrate tbe coming 400th anniver-
sury cf the discovery cf America by the publication of an édition de luxe
cf ail the original letters and other writings cf Columbus 110w in existence
relatiug to, bis great discovery.

H1OUGHTON, MIFFLIN, AND C0O1PANY publisb this week a beautiful little
volume eutitled _B-Ire the Curjew, and Oth"r J>oeins, Chiefty Occasional
by Dr. 1-olines, coutainieig the poems hoe bas wrîîaen during the hast eigbt
ycars siîîce the publication cf the Iron Gxate.

THE- April nuinber cf Temple Bar contains some iutemesting reminis-
conces cf Charles Djickens by a lady wbo kncw hini before ho was fameus
as well as wbeu ho came suddeuiy into notice with Pickwick. IL~ is a
phase of Dickcns which. probably Forstem nover saw.

GEnOG PÂRSONs LATHROP fully describes in T/te Critic cf April 14
the persenal appearance and inanner cf living and working cf Phiiadel-
phia's uîost prominent author, the lion. George Henry Boker, ex-Minister
to Tiirkey and iRussia, and founder cf tbe tirat Union League Club ini
Arneî ica.

l'Hg poculiar marriage ceremonies cf the Zulus cf Southerri Africa are
described for the first time in a gmaphic sketch eatitled À Zalu Wedding,
vontributed by W. P. Pond te the April number of Woman, Mr. pond
iived in South Africa for sevemal years, and bis paper 18 a record cf per-
sona] observations.

HARPER ANI) BROTIIERs have just issued the third and coucluding
volume cf L ýa's Jlistory cf the Inquisition cf the Middle Ages; a collec-
tien cf stories by Améilie Rives, taking its titi0 from bier streng story, A Bro-
Fhrki SquDarens and Joyce, by Mrs. Oliphant, wbich appears in the

Frakli 9qareLibrary.
THE Henry Irving Shiakeapeare is now being publisbed by Messrs. IL

Brynt and Company of this city, simultaneously with Messrs Blackie and
Son, cf London and Glasgow. Et is edited by Sbakespeare's interprete',
Henry Irving, and by the eminent Shakespearian scholar, Mm. Frank A-
Marshall and illustrated profusely by the popular artist, Gordon Browiie.

ONE cf tbe oldest of the French Academicians died recentIy,-J. M. N.
D. Nisard, a distinguished joumnalist. Hoe was a contributer te tbe lead-
iug reviews, for ton years Director cf the Higber Normal Schools, and e
Comnmander cf the Legion cf Honour. Ho was eighty-two, years old, an1d
hall been in the Academy since 1850. Hie had written novels and trais-
lated Shakespeare. His works include The Latin Poets cf lthe Decad0flce
and A Ilistory cf Frencht Literature.

VIE bave received frn the publishers cf The North American RevieW 8
neatly printed paper-covered edition cf T/te Fieid-Inger8oll Discussion. le
15 a series cf controversial articles, originally publisbed in tbe Review, O
Faitb and Agnosticismn, by Rev. Henry M. Field, D.D., and Colonel Robert
Ingersoll. The articles are able, often eloquent, and entirely free fr001
controversial acerbity;-but it dees net appear that eitber cf the contest'
ants bas converted the ether. The faithi cf the learned Docter is still
unshaken, and the silver-tongued preacher cf Agnosticismn is stili fimm utî
bis unbelief.

388


