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at mîdnight mass, and the Christian religion, as exemplified in Cuba, cati hardly
be favourable to the conversion of the worshippers of Confucius. Religion in
Tiavana is a rnockery. a conglorneration of dead forms, svith a compiete absence
Of the living reaiity and powver. Mass over, the play commences, and Stnday
and week-day are to a great extent alike. Gross superstition and slavisbveneration preva'ils in a proportionate dcgree to tlîe black ignorance and
mind-subjection of the people. Evcu to the rnost intelligent a gossip on the
entrancing subject of the great Lottery forrns about tbe rnost spiritual therne
for conversation, as loafers and soldiers, goverumnent officiais and civilians,
Crowd aiound the botels and the Louvre, drinking and ganîbiing away the tirne.

There are fine singers anîong the native Cubans. On New Ycar's evc 1
went to bcd late and tired. As 1 iay with wave upon wave of thought of ail
that 1 had seen rusbing incessantly through my wrought-up brain,suddeniy
every other emotion was stilied, giving place to a sensation of the most en-
trancing rapture. A flood of melody sncb as I bad neyer listened to before,
burst upon my delighted ears. I have enjoyed Nilîsson, Lucca and Patti, but
these renowned prima donnas were nowhcre compared with the Cuban
amateurs whos3e voices wcre now filiing the listening realms of a superb West
Indian night, I strained My cars lest 1 should miss one note. Whbo werc they ?The soprano was evidcntly cultivated, and magnîficent in toue. The tenor wvasthrilling, beivitching. Nor ivas instrumental mnusic wanting to compîcte the
charmn. Harp and violin wvcre superbly cxccutcd. 1 rusbcd to my-I bad ai-
Most said window, -îny bole-ini-tlic-wall, but alas this commodious though
unromantic opening wvas above instcad of under the caves of the roof of the
hotel. My ardent curiosity had to be restraincd. Thle bouse was s0 quietthat 1 dared not venture dowvnstairs, and when next iforning the l)roprietorinformed me tbat it was uisess to attrnpt to discover the identity of anyserenaders, 1 feit that a joy hiad vanislied for ever from my existence. It is
customary on sucb occasions as New Year's eve, hie said, for people to corne infromn the surrounding country, and sing for an hour or two in the market place,and then as quickly disappear. 1 arn of opinion that Mapleson might makeSomne undoubted catches if lie cared to search this islahd for embryo operatic
stars.

The girls too, are decidedîy pretty, withi good figures, snîall feet and per-fect tcetlî On Ncew Vear's cxc thcy flit round iu bnndreds, with no bead dress,il, the calrn, deiightful air, and clad in plain muslin dresses. A mixedmultitude throngcd the Park ; at 12 o'ciock the baud plays the National Anthcm,and those Wlîo do not ii to altogether lose the midnight miass burry off to
ch'rch. Suich a holiday is this scasoni that I hardly .believe imany yotung peoplewent to bcd at ail that îîigbit. The morning broke iii tropical giory and thestreets continued jUst as full as they were the prcvious cvening. A number ofnegro worncn passed nie with tlîcîr little oties, w'ishing me, in Spanish, a veryhappy New, Vear. This class scems tolerably well cared for and bappy.They bless You as YOIu enter their humble dwevlling, and tell old-fasbioncd talesOf life in the plantationis. An explorationî of the neighbouring plantations, 1 arnsure, wouid bc both Pleasing and profitable.

On the 6t], of January the negroes' limnancipatiou Day, somne 30,000 ofthein assemble lu the streets, I)ainted in tlîe nîost fantastie mariner, blue andred. The %vomen, toi, arc Most gorgcously attired, and thus thyautrang
singing and dancing. WVith this appearance of content, however, thcy combinea considerable aniotint of btusiness begging, cleverly iiitroducing the delicateSubjcct by Ineans of the following rbyme, licadcd IlAguinaldo," or IlNewYear's 'Prescrit,- taken froin a pocîn entitled Il El Cocinero," Il the Cook," anexcellent work to study whciu travelling in a section wbcrc you cannot find adinner. The darkies hereby intirnate that although free, the poor nîggers'stOmnacli is not iess grateful for a good rcpast than in the old siavery days goneby:

A GUfINALD))
1-idiando con la candela
AI estilo dle Vuflcano,
Te PrO[orc:o,îa mi nsano
Pasteles y panctela ;
Pues ya que asi se desvela

El CûcjnWIV.

Tu criado singular
For darle à tu paladar
Lo mas fino y delicado,
Da generoso ai criado
El aguinaldo pascual.

The charitable impulses of the populace are still further stimulated by thenegro Performance of a strange species of Music evolved firomn olive barrelswvith bladders and curiousîy sbaped sticks. Altogether i rnust confess to afeeling of relief when the 6th of January M'as over. Lt cati scarcely ho matterfor great surprise that 30,000 beggars in one day proved a littie too much forMy constitution. That governînclît nmust bc a rotten Que under wbich suchcorruption exists as is s0 painfully apparent iii a social survcy of H-avana.Tbough the sanguinary at-d protracted insurrection is ostensibîy at an end,there is a smouidering uidcr.ctirrcîît of rebellion, svbich, I was prîvately assuredby infltiential malcontents, needs onîy a little furtlier abuîse of power, on thepart of Spain, to burst into a flame.
The constant and odious presence and expense of the military must beunbearable to the residents of Cuba. And snch miserable looking specimensof soidiers ! 1 passed down Obispo Street, and sawv whole companies of tbem.

A thousand live Yankees, 1 think, could give a good account of theniselves
against twenty full regirnents of these representatives of the Spanish army.

Cuba should undoubtedly have the absolute right to choose its own
Governor and State officiais. It lias been treated worse than a conquered
country. Such tyranny will probably cre long defeat itself by biging down
the strong armn of the United States or sorne other nation in vindication of the
people's righits. \Vill Cuba be annexed, or ivill she ever becorne cutire rnistress
of bier own affairs ? These are probiems for the future. We inuist wait and
sec. D). A. Anse/i.

IN THE DARK.

GLORGF ARNOLD'S, LAST POE1M.

Ail rnoveiess stand the ancient cedar-trees
Along the drifted sand-hiils ivhere they grow'

And from the dark west cornes a wandering breeze,
And wave3 them to and fro.

A rnurky darkness ]les along the sand,
Where bright the sunibeams of the morning shone

And the eye vainly seeks, by sea and land,
Some liglbt to rest upon.

No large, pale star ius gliiincring vigil keeps
An inysca reliccts an inky sky;

And thc dark river, like a serpent creeps
To wvhere its lack piers liC.

Strange, salty odours through the dar-kness steal.
And tbrough tlic dark the ocean-thuinders roll.

Tbick darkness gathers, stifling, tili I feel
Its wcîghit uipon rny soul.

I stretch miy hands out into the cmpty air
1 strain nîy cycs into the heavy night

Blackncss of darkness !F'ather, lîcar mny prayer-
Grant nue to sec the liglit.

THINGS IN GENERAL.

COTEAU BRIDGE.
Col. Gzoxvski's report on thc tîje Coteau bridge is published in full. The

report is against a drawvbridge, and states that no other than a highi-level bridge
shouid bo perrnittcd. Ii's objections to a drawbridge are several, but the prin-
cipal one is that it will bc a grcat source uf danger to vesseis, and, i con-
sequence, will be a scrious irnpediînent to the navigation not only of to-day but
of the future. 'l'le report conc]ludcs lîy thc statement that " after hiaving
given ail these subjects scparately and collectively my bcst consideration, 1
fail to discover any engineering difficuity that exists to prevent a high-level
bridge being buiît across the steainboat channel of a height to equal that of
the Victoria bridge above the ordiuiary suinnmer level of the water, and crossing
the Beauharnois canal with a drawv i a Iocality îîot far distant frorn the one
selected, and answvering ail the requirements, for about the sanie eost as the pro-
posed low-level bridge, taking into accounit the additional cost of the two draws
over the cost of fixed spans iii thecir stcad, and the cost of wvorking and main-
tenance of the two draws.

SPEC11UEN BRICKS FRONI THF I)ICTIONARY OF -rir FuTURE.-Accordeon : a
pair of beilows ivhich have accidentally swallowed a Jewv's harp. Auictioneer:
man od ior-bid temperameut.ý Eccentricity : regular irregularities. Genius :
i unatic-more or less sane. Knack . the art of tising genius. Love: an

ircher who neyer uses a crý% beau. Prudery : the parody of mnodesty.
Plagiarism : the discovcry that our ideas have been stolen by our predecessors.
Peace : war takimg a uap. Part songs : (German> a game of foiloiv my Lieder.
2uadrlle; a sulent protest against the immorality of dancing. Selfisliness ; a
)reference misplaced. University : academies in winter, of schoiarshilp, and in
uimmer, of sculler-ship).-Scribner's I2foniliy.

TI-tE Bishop of Manchester in a recent sermon in bis Cathedral, remnarkcd
hat in national and political affairs the past vear ivas îîot marked by inuchl of
~hich as a nation we could be justly proud. He said the questionw nûtst force
tself on Englishmen, Il Wbat business lbad we wvith ottr armies cither in Zului-
and or Afghanistan ? Could it be pretendcd tbat either of tbemn was just or
ecessary ?" T-e added that Il unless we werc to abandon ail I)retence to
ustify a recourse to arms, hie, as a Christian Bisbop, must distinctly say, if ho
'as to, be faithfuil to bis message, that as a nation wve bus misdoings tO repent
f for havîng been the first to draiw the sword iii thost two wars."1 Ve fear
here is some foundation for the Bishop)'s compiflaint.
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