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EXPRESS COPANIES CA-SE CONSIDEREI>

RepeaeatahcsSlarc irguments for Iligiier Rates-Net
Earningn, Jke-rerd in Spite ot fleav Busines

The t*lrst, subject cmnsidered by the- Domriiinion Board of
Rtailway. ('oniisiorers this year was the. applicaition of
tii.eprs Tratlic Assoc-iation of Canada for an inicrease in
rates. Represenltatives of the aomp)aniles on the. one band, and
of Ille M-101Infa(turers As,;sooiation and] other bodies ont the
otiier hanid, wevre recuivvd at the meueting of the board in
Ottawa on Janiluiry :th.

Mr,. V. IL ppn K.C.. appeareti for the association,
wiiich includes q cinl ail thi, express companies operat-
lng in Canadai and ope-ned tii. case by reviewing brlefly the,
situation whicii bat coilfronIet Ile comnpanies during thi,
past senor e;giit yer.le eniphauseti the. tact that the.
ilgh cont of livingr hati affecteti the. business of the express

complanies als wvell as tint of otiier line.. of industry, andi that
the war had causeti for a time a great falling off in the.
work of the carryling companies._ The. Increase in business
(te to war ordiers hati revivedI to al degree the. business of
the. express companit-4, but iince the year 1911 certain regu-
lations andi orders had caused ia decrease in the rates wici
the. companies coulti charge.

Wh)- Higiier Rates are Required
Tiie Rallway Board, saiti Mr. Phippen, iiad seen fit to

order increnses of freiglit andi passenger rates over Canadian
rallways. Tii. Dominion Express Company op.ratlng over
Canadiani Pacific Railway lines, had to pay to, the. roati a
certain percentage on the lirut-clia.. frelgiit rate. There-
fore, the. Increuse ini freight rates authori zet by th. boardi
for the. rallwaya,, arteti as si iarisilp on the express company,
whici hati ta pay more Wo the. railway anti recelveti no inerease
in tii. rate. ciiarKéale to the public.

In lllustrating the. wartlm. expenses wiiich th. express
companles wvere calleti upon ta, meet, Mr. Phippen stateti that
sie thie war began billions of dollars in golt andtisecurities
iiat been mnoved fro)m the. Pacifie coast to Ottawa andi otiier
esitern points. In order to move these immense surri safely
it was necesay ta exercise ail hinds af precautions. Trains
hiall te be riin before andi aftpe the. one bearlng the. gold as.a
camouflage, ant iIt was al sub)jeet for congratulation tiiat not
a cent iat bven lost in tiie miovemnents,

Itwis only war business, sitid Mr. Phippen, tiiat per-
mitteti tiie companies ta operate prolitably untier the. tariff
of. 191:1 The. express companles were only asklng for a
fair tariff wici wouti enable tiiem ta operate wltii reason-
,able profits tinder conditions now prevaillng. Tbey were
willng to assiaqt the. boarit in any way te arrive at what
itgt bu considere il afaie tariff. But the. companles mut

have assmiitan(e, juat ais the eallways wre given assistance.
T'iie express companles in thi, Unitedi States hiall een grant-
.4 an increas. in tarif,8.

J. E. Walshi, eepresenting the. Canadian Manufacturers'
Association, spoke brl.fiy after Mr. Piiippen. D'Arcy Scott,
r.presentlng the. National Dslry Council, asked; for the. new
rate. on cretim, and asketi aise tiiat a special date be set te
hear thi eee naan of the creai manufacturers.

Waer Businesis Over

In tiie afternoon John Pullen, presitient of tiie Canadian
Express Companry, gave evitience. Under examination by F.
H. P'hippeni, K.C., Mr. Pullen 8aiti tint sine 19131 the, Cati-
adilan Expruss Company's profits% iiat diminisheti, wile there
hati been a steady incrase in opcratlng expenses. Hie
tiiougiit the. cempjany was. belngz administereti witii proper
economy. "That is myv ctity,» Mr: Pluilen tieclared, "and
unlesa; 1 do it tiiey will get soieone .1...»

The. conpany hati mad fi large incirease in businiess (te
to war conditions. Tiiere hati been large juovemnenta ln war
supplies, maciiinery for muniftion works, and so forth. But
the. nralc was now passeti, anti the, company eaq retrning
to normal.

Me. Pullen submltted a number ef statemnts cern-
parlig conditions previeus te, the war wlth thoe prevallng

in 1918. He drew attention to the, tremendous increase in
tiie expense accourit, and pointed out that, though the. grose
eaninga of the. company hati increaseti, the net earnings iiad
gene dawn The coat o! nearly every itemi whici enterea
into the operation of an express coxnpany had, he saiti, in-
creaseti. Clainis for dainages wiiicii must be miet by the.
company were on the increase. These claims airise_ tiireegi
careleas iiandling of goods andi alan because tie companly
had be.n forceti, througii greater volume of business, te
leave gootis standing unprot.cted on station platforjua,
wiiere sorte of tiien were stolen. The cnet et iiandling new
business hati greatly increaseti wiien comapareti witii 1913.

The. case will, it la underatooti, b. continued beuor. the.
board.

ASSOCIATION 0F LIFE INSURANCE PRESIDENTS

Tii. printeti proceedings of the. 12th annual meeting
of the, Association af Life Insurance Presidents, helt inl New
York on December 5tii anti 6tii, were issueti on Tuesday, De
cemb.r 3lst. andi are now being maileti. The. volume, wiih
contains about 160 pages, reproduces the. formai atidresses
presented at the. meeting as well as the other transactions,

Accompanying the, proceedinga ie a catalogue of the
various publications which. have been iesueti or distributed
by the. association feoni time ta timne, numbering 155. Tii...
are classifiet i n the following groupe: General pamphlets, 5;
groep inmurance, 3; health anti vital etatistics, 20); inveat,.
ments, 40; law anti legisiation, 25; taxation, 25; var, 16,;
miscellaneous, 21.

COMPENSATION LAW AND PROVINCES

The. lnability af a workman ta enter Suit againat ii.
employer in the. courts o! hie own province on account cil
lnjury mustaineti while outaide that province, recently cane
up for discussion in a Quebec court before Mr. Justice Green.
shieltis. An eniployee of the. Foundation Company, Llirnte.
engageti at their heati office la Montreal, was injureti viil.
working for tiiem at Amiierstburg, Ontario. H~e entee
suit for compensation in accortiance witii the. Workyrierc,
Compensation Act et Quebec. Tii. tefentiant cempany ar-
gueti that the. plaintiff hati ne rigiit af action in Qute>.<
province. It happens that in Ontario, iiowever, hia only ae.
tien would lie against tiie Workmen's Compensation Board,
which ha. jurisietion over ail] cases oi wonkmen's comnpen.
sation in Ontario. Tii. court's jutigment was reserveti.

BELGIAN COMPJANY TO PURCHASE IIERiE

A Belgian co-eperative company has been organized
untir the, name of "Comptoir National Peur La Reprise De
L'Activite Economiqu. en Belgique" (National Society foi
the Econonie Reconstruction of Belgicin).

This coxapany, the, abject ef wiiich is to Provide foe th,.
re-equipx>lng of ail Belgian industry anti for the. reprovisio,
lg Of tratie, le looking for specifieti offere ef machlnery

implements, or raw materlal of ail kinde. Manufacturers art
invited to mail their offers to the company, c/o Ministere die,
Affaires Economiiques, B3ruxelles. It is aiea requestedthal
tender, catalogues anti price liste be sent in triplicat,.

Tii, initial capital of this firm. is about $100,000, and il
sg expecteti that it will increase rapidly new that suci a largt
proportion of Belgium, bas been recently vacateti by Ger.
many. Financlal assistance on the, part ai the, etate has als,
been granteti, anti on the other hanti, the society is subrnittMÈ
to government control. The Comptoir has the. power ta rie
into an agreement .ither on behaif of the gevernalent, or or
bebalf et manufacturers or tratiesmen supporteti by satt
credit. It may also purchase for the. acceunt of private fIrtn.
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