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PRODUCTS OF EMPIRE,

Wheat ; ;
olltll.;‘“tkuts3 Man’s Primary Cereal — Canada’s
—Improved. Transportation Facilities

i wheat is

:‘{nhas alwa}tr];ehwénte man’s primary cereal and its produc-
ime;"nance and 4d a peculiar fascination and interest. Its
Of our tim, extension is ome of the most fundamental
B iouche eI.n Like most vital problems it is highly com-
Scien econom‘any interests, and raises questions, both po-
2% Which o ic, of supreme importance. Agricultural
"wlved indj ffererrltresearch and experiment, has hitherto only
""ﬁnvied difficylg and local support, finds awaiting it many
€s of natioriE S upon the settlement of which even the
€ Dast foy, ve.. 2V depend. The political controversics
.‘mxve directg:iearsbh_aw had at least one beneficial effect;
MﬁsDess of thpu lic attention to the urgency and the mo-
Beges ons, ang e problem of food supplies under modern
SIty of ma; aWal::ened general interest in the Imperial

3 The impo alntaining their security.
the Chief aégr:cg of wheat, viewed from its double aspect
°lghec"“lltt'ies andm supporting the dense populations of the
%New Worlq daS the pioneer cropjin the vast reglons
L N epends, of course, on its primary char-
°V10u51y un§ easily grown, yields specially heavy crops
-caDital; e rOken‘gmunds, and demands comparatively
con ditiol;fofver its cultivation serves admirably to get
Mic cop Jfor any subsequent’ scheme of husbandry

siderations may show to be desirable.

v Adapt,

[

It i i Sed by Nature. :

Rteap, tanceg f;ﬁla“y adapted by Nature to meet the present
hﬁ. Of emigr, the future anticipations of the constant
'h ‘gnp tunitims from countries of denser populations and
Nofc’ﬂd havees' The repeated waves of expansion in the
Vtige, h‘he 014 tﬁffe:cted reflexively the agricultural disposk
&ly) :Ve for the . ncreasing world supplies and lowness of

€n,

t ¥ b .
ded ¢ € past twenty or thirty years (until quite ¢

¢ mmier to convert wheat into a by-product rather than
%Omfg’:“ of the farming industry in the Old World,
B The logs, '€ involved many farmers in difficulties and
) Eene P 3
T, nerzt;lse in prices during the past few years has,
as dOme.th}ng to redeem the situation at home, an
encburagelnlons has brought considerable profit, an
Writeg Mrment and support for still greater €X-
: the Roya J. Watson Grice, in United Empire, the
‘ era§1on o val Colonial Institute. For the purpose of &
Ngdom Wéeat supplies, both present and future, the
taken as anada, Australia, India, and New Zealan
Tesent 1 re;areSenting the British Empire.
Shelg e vield of Canada’s wheat region is roughly
a I‘;gcrclgreater than that of any other American
Crage wg it was nearly 14 bushels per acre, in 1993
To, 0T the s nearly 20. The figures for her southerly
therly, o Same dates were 12 and 14 bushels. Tge
i e"temlon will still further enhance Canada’s
I applicat.production of the finest high-grade wheats.
ly p ion and the intensive cultivation which 15

TOceed; .
eding in the eastern provinces would seem to

; a n
et motﬁarer approach in time to the 3z bushels Per
¥ €r country,
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At e 5;;;?“011 has been, of course, an absolute neces-
e, ot y Ng up of the vast prairie regions of the
‘%and Brit'I 910 there were in Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
tls Jtor War lﬁh Columbia nearly two thousand elevators
fay St, Be Ouses with capacities varying from _50°:°°°
gy 21 b'omface) to the much smaller ones which are
‘paciﬁ]ce Cts at many of the prairie stations 00 the
: T egra& e average capacity is about 30,000
g 2d ey ual spread of good roads in the more settled
Ang "anchen more, the rapid multiplication of tru_rll)lf-
l")rtation s and freight wagons have made POSSt 3
Markeo . Of the grain with dispatch to the local an
With eland to the seaboard. Primary markets .suCh as
% °entrevat°rs at Port Arthur and Fort William are
o 20d qf;?' and foci of districts of enormous wheat
Natyry) Ickly growing industrial importance. ;n-
*000, Market-place of the north-west, now handles
agn; shels annually.
OWEdlﬁcent waterways, by lake,
en oo uch of her prosperity: m
NCentrated on the extension an

river, and canal,

ore recent enter-

d equipment
ms whiC.

he Urpg / Rk .
¢ pr ses of the Iway syste
ile ody, e principal railway sy T igos

30 r:tii of the prairies to the seaboard. e
25,000 Way were in operation, ten vears l.ater eh
Yeay Cont miles, and the Canadian Pacific is for tde

emplating a further laying down of upwar S

of 1,000 miles of track, The programmes of the three trans-
continental lines include, in extension and double trackin
over 2,700 miles for 1914. ol

A complete network of the eight great railways carrying
wheat produce will soon connect all parts of Canada with the
Pacific as well as the Atlantic. The Canadian Pacific, the
Grand Trunk, and the Canadian Northern have duriné the
past three years handled with more expedition than ever be-
fore large proportions of the bumper crops of 150,000,000
bushels in 1910, 215,000,000 in 1911, and 206,000,000 x,n u’)xz
Enlarged rolling stock and better organization have rece.ntly"
done much to relieve the congestion of traffic between the
threshing season and the close of navigation: for instance
last season at the close of navigation on December 15, moré
than 83,000,000 bushels had been shipped outward from Port
Arthur and Fort William, as compared with 43,000,000 bushels
for the previous year. The Canadian Northern expects to
have a through line to the Pacific before the end of 1914, and
there is every reason to anticipate that during the following
year the Grand Trunk will be in operation from ocean to
ocean.

By co-operation with the facilities afforded by the opening

of the Panama Canal a great effect on the production and ex-
portation of wheat from the North-West and British Columbia
may be anticipated. Experiments are also at present being
conducted under the auspices of the Dominion' Government
with a view to reducing somewhat the period during which the
great waterway of the St. Lawrence is closed to ocean traffic.
The opening up of the Hudson Bay. route and»the construc-
tion of the Georgian Bay Canal will in time remove the griev-
ance of the farmers who have found the railways unable ade-
quately to cope with the immense crops ready for transport in
the short interval between harvest and the winter season. Can-
ada recognizes her needs, and is making gigantic efforts to
remove these obstacles to her continued prosperity.
The most rosy outlook for Canadian wheat production is
of Dr. William Saunders, an agricultural expert of great
who in 1904 prophesied 800,000,000 bushels as a
p on one-quarter of the land said to be capable of
this would feed, at the present rate of consump-
hels per head, a Canadian population of 30,000,-
lus for export of 600,000,000 bushels.
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position and Outlook are Favorable.

There is no need, however, to indulge in these specula-
The present position and immediate outlook are favor-
able enough. In 1912 the total crop reached 206,000,000 of
bushels as against 215,000,000 1n the previous year, and only
85,000,000 SO recently as 19o1: during the past decade her
average crop has more than doubled. For the same period
her exports of grain and flour to the mother country have
risen from 12,000,000 bushels in 1901 to over 50,000,000 bushels
in 1909. Even reasonable forecasts would seem to show that
after allowing for the gradual diversion of wheat lands to
other crops (which is gradually now going on and is being
constantly urged as desirable), and making deductions for en-
larged domestic needs for food and seed, Canada will probably
be able to provide an annual surplus for export of over 100,-
000,000 bushels during the next five years.

During the years 1909-11 Canada sent to the United King-
dom an average 4,500,000 quarters, representing 21 per cent,
of her crop; India sent 9 per cent., Or 4,000,000 quarters;
Australia’s contribution of 3,000,000 quarters was no less than
28 per cent. of her wheat crops on the average of those years,
New Zealand, though supplying a comparatively small
quantity, dispatched to the Mother Country about 15 per cent.
of her total harvest.

tions.

B i
RAILROAD EARNINCS

The following are the railroad earnings for the week
ended April 3oth:—

. Increase

1913. 1012.  or decrease.

... 83,513,000 $3,387,000 + $126,000

Can,  Pat i fesasiin vhes

Grand Trunk . :..c..-: 1,523,144 1.318.817 + 204,327

Can. Northern . .....- 565,000 405,500 + 60,500

e BN OIS T el s e 40,382 40,813 — 5

The following are the railroad earnings for .the week
ended May 7th :—

Increase

s 1013, - - - : 1012. ord;crease.

B PAC, o ors pnn b 2,572,000 $2,430,000 + $133,000

(G:?and Trank: 5 easr® 1,060,630 000,651 + 150,088

Can. Northern . ...--- 472,400 301,200 + 81,200

T & NAOn e 35,560 30,1231 50488

— e
The head office of the Dominion Casket Company, Lim-

ited, has been changed from Toronto to Guelph.




