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'VOL. VIII. MONTREAL, 'ST APRIL, 1893.

Inowv appears settled that the Garnison sections of tbe
Regiment of Caniadian Artillery are to be concentrated at
Quebec and the Field sections at Kingston ; the Cavalry
Scbool is also to be rnoved from Quebec to Toronto. While
changes of this sort are taking place it is very mnuch to be
regretteci tlat NO. 3 Company C. R. I., now at St. Johns, is
not moved into Montreal, where it should have been station-
ed frorn the fist. To keep the Scbool of Instruction for the
lnfantry officers of the Province at an unimportant and out
of the wvay place like St. Jobins,-a place so deficient ini miii-
tary interest that there 15 îlot a single militia.company or
troop of any sort in the town, is to very large -extent a waste
of public money. True, there are large and commodious
barracks at St. Johns and the place is, or w~as, of somne
strategical importance, altbough possibly secondary to Isle
aux Noix ini Ibis respect ; but it is nean enoughi Montreal to
be thonougbly garrîsoned from that centre at an hour's
notice ; the probabilities of a sudden surprise or attack
are extnernely remiote, and decidedly secondary to the in-
structional aspect of the question. The very proxinîity of the
present station to United States territory gives every oppor-
tunity [o men to desert without greatly incomnoding
thernselves, wvhenever they fancy that the), have a
grievatîce. On the other hand, the clainis of Montreal to a
School of Nilitarv Instruction, andl incidentally to a perma-
nent garrison, are paramotint over iliose of any other city in
the Doininion. Pro r-alt o us English population, tlîat city
probably possesses the greatesi. muimber of active militiamen ini
the Dominion, and as yet no attenmpt whatever bas been made
to provide tbis Brigade, -- one that lias always taken a promni-
tient part ini the defence of the country and ini the suppression
of iot,---with any mieans by Nvhich the ornecers amui non-comi-
mnissioned oficers can have the privilege of attendivg a
School garrisomied by regular tnoops, since a permianent force
bave heen establislied ini Canada. In îlîis respect tlhe ircat-
ment. of the Montreal force bv the Militia aulliorities bas
been most unjust. Thle trouble is [bat the city lias
been too stnongly in fine witlî tie presemît Administration for

the last ten years to get the attention and fair treatment that
a more doubtful political constituency would certainly bave
had. A memorial to the Governmnent, signed by ail the
Commianding Officers of the District, was sent to Ottawa
last sum mer strongly urging the transfer of the Provincial
School of Instruction to this city, and pointing out the
many advantages that would accrue to the force here
by that step. Should furtber steps be necessary, there
is no doubt but that a rnost influential and representative
petition frorn the citiiens of Montreal could be obtained with
very littie trouble. It is more than probable that, sbould
the Govertnnent decide to niake this most ilecessary transfer,
a sufficiently spacious site for barracks and parade ground
could be obtained from the city at little or no cost ; the civic
property on Fletcher's Field is undoubtedly a proper place
for such, as being directly haîf way betwveen the east and west
boundaries of the city, accessible by two lines of cars and
with sufficient ground ail about it to afford ample facilities
for drill and manoeuvring. It is possible that the sole ex-
pense that the Governmient wvotld be at would be ini the erec-
tion of the necessary barracks, wvhicli mîght be largely off-set
by the sale of the present buildings at St. Johns, for manu-
Tfacturing purposes or for public institutions.

The question of an interchange of stations between the
Imiperial and Permanent corps, recently broughit up in the
House by Major Hughes, is alluded to by a correspondent ini
this paper, and the plan he suggests is welI worth considera-
tion. On the general question as to the benefit of such a
change to our regulars, there can be but onie opinion, and
that strongly favourable to the scheme. The presence in
Halifax of a regirnent wvlich lias taken se, prominent a share
iii our history aids in mraking the matter especialiy zp rop os,
as the arrangement, if il could be carrieci out, miglbt eniable
us to biave detacbmients fromi the King's stationed temporarily
ini the quarters now occupied by the C. R. I.,--tlie latter
corps, or a portion of themi, taking the place of the King's
in the H-alifax Garrison. The plan would undoubtedly
greatly aid recruîting ini the C. R. I., wvould give its miembers
the benefit of doing duty in an Imperial station and ail ranks
wvould gain in professional skill fromi the contact wvith the
Iniperial troops ; it would also afford an opportunity to tbe
Canadian Governrnent and people of extendiîg sorne special
courtesies to tbe reginient which ini past years did so niuch
to preserve Canada to the Empire.

'lle t ra nsport J'/zmga broughit to Canadian shores on 2ist
inst. a regimient of Her Majesty's troops whiich is intiiately
connected wvitlh both tbe great crises in our history,--tbe
Amierican invasionIs Of 1775 and 1812. It is one of the proud
features of tbe British Armny tlîat no malter bowv the per-
sonniel of its regirnents miay change, andi regardless of the
alterations in the recirental dcsigniation irnposed by civilian
4reforniers, " the achievenients of cvery corps ini the past are

the lheritage of eacli succeeding set of men wvho serve under
the Old colours, and the traditions of these deeds are im-
mortai. The King's regimient of to-day ks the same King's
regiment that dicl such spilendid service for Great Britain
and Canada ini 1776) and 1813, and as such, deserves an
especially liearty welconîe froni ail truc Canadians. It is of
the rarest occurrence to bave oni our soul a corps wvhich took a
proinient part in both tbe camnpaigns here against the Amien-
cans, and we therefore sincertlv trust that a special effort
xvil! he imade hv our people to give the '' King's " an un-
tistallv varinrecepi ion.


