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- The annual prize meeting comimencing on the 12th August, and
lasting three days, was a v'ery successfui one and unattended with acci-
dent -of; any kind, the management and womking details went very
smoothly,.a-,nd much credit is due to Capt. Scoones who utidertook-the
office work .duing the meeting.

The nuffiber of competitors was large, and the prize list as attrac-
tive as any previous year, if flot more so.

Trhe weather was favorable and- the shooting very fair consideming
that many of' theShider rifles in use by the militia corps> in this district
are to a great extent useless for accurate target practice, and those meni-
bers who are obiigedto use them against others who. have-- their own
rifles have very hlte chance of . winningany of the* best prizes, but as a
competent armourer froni the Imperial army is on his way to Winnipeg
to put the rifles issued to the corps in the district in thorough repair, the
counicil hope that at the next meeting things will be more equeiized.

Mrs. Wrigley, the wife of the president, fired the first shot on the
opening day, on which occasion by kirid permission of Lieut.-Coi.
T'aylor, the band of the mounted infantry corps ivas in attendance, and
the range assumed a very gay aspect, there being a nunîber of ladies on
the ground. Mms. Wrigley also very kindly pesented the prizes to the
winners at the drill hall on the Monday evening after the matches.

A novelty at the meeting wvas the revolving man target put up by
S. L. Bedson, Esq., ist vice-president, which afforded much amusement
and usefui practice to comipetitors. Sighting shots were discontinued
for the fist time except at the i,ooo yard range, which was a saving of
much tinie, but to give comipetitors a chance of sighting their rifles at al
the anges, it was resolved at the special general meeting held at the
conclusion of the prize meeting that the extra series matches be kept
open aIl through the matches, also that there be a revolver match, and
200 and 8oo yards matches with the Martini-Henry rifles.

T1he highest praise is due to Major Boswell, range officer, and to
the non-coin. officers and men employed on the range and at the butts
for the regulamity and zeal with which their arduous work was perforrned.

A telephone wvas kindly placed at the disposai of the association by
1%m. WValsh of the Bell Telephone Company, saving much tinie and
trouble.

The Lieut.-Governor's and El Padre cups were lost to the associa-
tion, having both become the poperty of Pte. A. Gillies, 9oth Batt., he
having wvon them twice.

TIhe only cups now in the hands of the association are the Patron's,
the late Hon. J. Cauchon's, the Association's, Hon. Hudson Bay's, and
Major Jarvis'.

The succcss of the meeting is very much due to the very iiberait
support and encouragement given to the association by their patron, Sir
Donald A. Smith, also to the Provincial Government, City Council,
Hon. Hudson's Bay Company, the Lieut.-Governor, and many of the
private citizens of %Vinnil.-e,, to aIl of whom the council tenders their ac-
knowledgements and thanks.

Before conciuding their report the council wish to express their
regret at the death of G. B. Spencer, Esq., one of the flmst presidents of
the association.

J. Wrigley, Pres., T. J. E. Scoones, Treas., Geo. W. Street, Sec'y.
January, 1887.

From the financiai statement appended to the report, we find that
the assets of the association amount to $41300, including four challenge
cups valued at $6oo, while there are only $47 of liabilities. In the state-
nment of receipts we find the han(isome sum Of $ 1,509,03 in donations
and grants, including $5oo from the Dominion and $250 from the Pro-
vincial goverrnment, and $150 from the city, the balance being from pri-
vate friends. Annual subscriptions aggregated $294.5o, and affiliation
fees $45 this epresenting nine associations. The sum Of $472 for en-
trance fées was the only other considerable receipt. Anîongst the ex-
penses are $135 for printing, $434 for range expenses, and $1 70 for back
liabilities cieared off. The l)rizes given in cash aggregated $ 1,473.13.
The association starts the new~ year xith a balance of $ 188 on hand, and
as, presumably, many preliminary expenses are not likely to recur, and
as there are no arrears of liabilities to mieet, the prospects are that the
association through the coming season will be even more prosperous
than last year. __________

Contents of our Contemporaries.

TIhe Boston Rifle for February has just been received, and seenis to
continue iniproving every nonth. TIhe crack shot sketched this month
is Mr. J. '1'. Rabbeth, of Boston; whose faine is international. His
position, off-hand, is left handed, the rifle supported on the tipsý of the
fngerý, and the eibow on thé hip. Sir Henry Halford has communicated
a score Of 48 buil's.eyes out of 50 shots made at î,ooo yards by Mr.
Gibbs *ith a Metford, as an argument presumably in fav r of that systepi

of grooving. The questions of express builets and telescope sights are
again discussed. The resuit of the Builard prize team competition is
annobunced, he Mi' ï A aking first prize. Fraunc tireur sends fret»î
Eligland aîiothér interesting letter, aànâ rnany.'scores and communications
comrplete the number.

WVe have to acknowiedge with thanks the receipt of the Arîn),'and
Navy Journal, N Y, for the 5 th instant.

The Engiish weeklies for the 22nd January are flot yet to hand..
The winter comîmunications niake their arrivai rather irregular.

Mounted Infantry.*
11 Col. Il. B. IANNA.

"The comparative nierits, as regards efficicncy as niounted riflenen, of disniountecd
cavalry and niounted iiilantry niust be held, fromn present experience, to, 1e ilnuch in
ravqr of niounted infantry. "-('o!. G. IF . .ery.

A PA PER entitied "Notes on I)ismnounted Cavalry v. Mounted In-
fantry" was sortie time ago contributed to the journal of the

United Servic< Institution of India.
The author of those notes shows throughout his paper a strong and'

unreasonable prejudice to mounted infantry, and quite ignored the imi-
portant and valuable service mounted infantry renderedi during the late
Afghan war, and in the more recent campaigns in Egypt and the Soudan.
The author summned up his notes in terms m-hich, I think, clearly show
that he failed to understand the purpose for which mnounted infantry is
raised, its organisation, and its functions in the field. He said: "The
idea of nîounted infantry is undoubtedly a taking one, and wili probahly
gather many supporters. but in the humble opinion of the writer it is a
'myth' founded on an exiggerâted idea of the power of such a force to.
act as infantry at ail, and a want of appreciation'of what cavalry should,
and couid, do if property trained, armed, equipped and clothed." Now
the subject is of such importance that the assertion that mounted infantry
is a "myth" shouid not, I think, be aiiowed to pas unchaiienged, and
in this paper I shail endeavor to show for what purpose, and under what
circumistances, mnounted infantry should be raised; and farther on I shall
enter more ftdiy into the question of its organisation, equipmient, train-
ing, and duties. In discussing this question 've should neyer lose sight
of the fact that mounted infantry has been, and aiways will be, only- an
adjunct to infantry, or a suppiemnent to cavalry; and it therefore foilows
that mnounted infantry should, as a rule, be supported by either one
brandi of the service or the other, more especialiy when the enemy ks
known to possess a powerful and weii-organised cavairy, because it is
quite clear that miounted infantry couid neyer hope to cope against in-
fantry singie-handed, encumbered as they must necessarily be with their
ponies, while to attemipt to act alone against good cavalry would be utter
madness, and would in ail probability end in the mounted infantry being
either captured or totahty annihiated. The nature of the ground, how-
ever, would in somne cases dimninish the risk, indeed, in a close and hilly
country the speed and activity of the ponies and the superior accuracy
of the rifle fire wcouid make mnounted infantry a very formidable anta-
gonist to cavalry.

Mounted infantry shouid tiot be raised before hostilities had comi-
menced, or, at ieast, were imminent; and, under some circumistances, it
mnight even be deemed advisable to deiay its embodiment until a more
advanced period of the campaign, when its services might be more need-
ed than in the earlier stages of the war. T'his wvas the case in Afghanis-
tan. The mounted infantry was flot organised and put into the field
until after the occupation of Cabul. But, nevertheless, it shouid, I think,
be enibodied as soon as war was declared, for even in the earlier i)eriods
of the war its services wouid he very valuabie, and the additionai time
gained for training and equipping both officers and men is of such iml-
portance that it should decide the question in favor of imniediate eni-
bodiment. T1he nature of the country, the organisation and strength of
the enemny's would, of course, in some measure also be a guide as to the
propriety of the step. If we were wveak in cavairy, or the cnemy were
very strong in that amni, no deiay sibould occur in raising the corps.

TIhe qestion, however, is one of such importance that before quit-
'ing it I wili give a few examples to show how quickly niounted infantry
miay be organised and put into the field when time p)resses. I.ieut.-Col.
Carrington, C.M.G., tells us that in the expedition to the diamond fields
in 1875 the men of the îst lin. 24th Regt., wvho formed the mounted
infantry, were mounted the first day after the horses were l)urchased
(nost of themn unbroken) and were taught and rendered efficient on the
line of march. At the annexation of the Transvaal in 1877 the men of
the Buifs and 24th Regt. proceeded on the nmarch to Pretoria about
eleven days after the horses (very few of %which were broken) were pro-
cured. Col. Bray states that in the 41th Rest. 75 horses and mn w cre
trained for niounted infantry in six weeks. Again, under miany disad-
vantages during the Mutiny, the present Sir Havelock-Allan trained in a

*IReprinted rroi the journal of the United Service institution of India.
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