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“{HE ACTIONS OF THE NEW TESTA-
T MENT. -
(From the Dublin Review.)

When, some numibers back, we treated first of the
Parables, and- then of the Miracles, of the New
festament, and showed how .they cqu-lcl only receive
{hir obvious explanation, as instructions, through the
{atholic system, we felt that the same Qrinciple.was
applicable to all that our Redeemer said or did to
make us wise unto salvation. - T'o suppose that the
Jess. divect teaching of the Gospel belonged exch-
sively fo the Spouse, and that the more immediate
anouncement of religions truth was common property
to ber and to her rivals;iwould indeed be an anomaly
of reasoning, whercol we :;'hould be sarry to have
any one suspect us. The miracle was for the unbe-
lieving multitude ; the parable was for the heartless

riest and scribe 5 for friends and dear ones were the
arinary and - domestic actions of Christ’s carthly
life; for Apostles and disciples were His words of
eternal life, the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.
The Church that alome can claim succession, in
ministry, in truth, in grace, and even in history, from
these, must alone be eatitled to appropriate to herself
what was done and said for thene. Others may stand
in the skirts of the crowd, and listen ; somc may
esen penetrate into the inner circle that stands about
Jesus, {o interrogate, being doctors of the law, or to
tempt, being pharisees.  And if, like those who were
sent to apprehend Him, but remained to listen to
Him, they attend with sincerity to His doctrines in

,parables and in mighty works, they will find them
directed, as we lave before seen, to force them inte
. commuaion wilh, and submission to, the one Holy
ond Apostolic Chureh, in which alone His teaching
ends, which alone Ilis miractes dllustrate. .

But when the day’s labor is closed,and no Nicode-
mus comes by night, to prolongit, hefore our heavenly
‘Teacher retires to the ountain-top, ‘or 'to His
humble chamber, to pass the ‘hours of repose in Jdis
rest, @ the prayer of God,”we see Him'seated dn the
“company of ‘the few, of the faithful, and the loving ;
the Shepherd “of the Jittle *flock, the Father-of a
sender household, partaking with them of their
Yamely fair,and sharing with them in their untutored
conversation.  U'hat His speeches to the multitude
and to the Priests were clothed in noble and elegant
linguage, no one can doubt. The people admired
mt only the wisdom, but the grace which flowed from
Hislips ; the learned, like Nicodeinus, conversed with
Him respectfilly ; and all wondered at the gifts,
orlinarily of edueation, spontaneously springing from
4he mind of a reputed carpenter’s son. But without
repassing the ground trodden over in the first of the
urticles referred to, we will content ourselves with
aying, that had the language or accent of our Sa-
viour betrayed any symptoms of Galilean rudeness,
the ridicule which might have been cast upon it would
base been too keen and too useful a weapon, to have
been refused by His unprincipled foes. "The Jewish
wrilers are unsparingly severe upon it. But when
we come (o conlemplate our Blessed Redecimer, ve-
tired from the erowd into the society of His disciples
_und familiar friends, we cannot but see Jlim descend
inte the familiar dialect of His own country; as
wnators in Venice, or nobles in Pravence, would do
when in the bosoms of their families. With Peter,
whose speech in the priest’s hall made him known for
t Galilean; he would converse in those homely
phrases, and with those local tones, which formed
the language of the more favored cotlage, as of the
sirounding dwellings, of Nazareth, and which He
adescended to lisp in infancy, as if caught from the
weet lips of His humble Mother. For affection
muist be removed, as much as coarseness, from our
sumate of His character who chose to be poor
unong the poor.

And thes also we come to contemplate the frugal
neal at which this heavenly conversation was held,
Wcorresponding in its outer form and features. Rude
Watwre in an unadorned chamber, rough-hewn
‘lnblc§ and stools, the wooden platter, and the earth-

#emrare beaker, are the preparation for a repast, of
fum Tngaddi. Vet what a banquet! - ITere it ‘is

it the parable is explained, and the want of faith
:;“ﬂlted; that contentions for precedence arc

tcked, and deep lessons of charity and humility
T tauglt; that, in fine, the mysteries of revela-
Lon are disclosed, and the gospel sced is dropped into
Mmand panting hearts,
msl'slfgly then, i‘f the Church can claim the more

Plerious teaching of adverse or curious crowds, as
i :ic:fd for her improvement, she must lave as
it aéﬁ ll; to appropriate 1o hevself that more inti-

. irect instruction, which wns’addressed to
Py ¥ ‘zm she a!qne represents, acd sqcceeds,‘on
ord, - Tl}_d such is the teaching by actions and by
Pﬂp'er':' o the first we shall confine ourselves in tiis
e reserving. the Second to & futuire opporfunity.

I

wlich the bread is not from Aser; nor the wine]

But though we have drawn a faint outline of our
Lord’s dealings with Iis Apostles and friends, by
way of describing the scenes of familiar life in which
we may find instruction, in so doing we have kept
before us an ulterior view.

L. Tn fact, if # Christian” signifiesa foliower and
disciple of Christ, one who locks up to his Master’s
example as a perfect model, there must, and will, be
awmong these who bear that name, many that will
gladly copy whatever He has been pleased to do.
To all, this may not be given, any more than it is
granted them to resemble Flim in His ministry, or in
His sufferings, or in His more spiritual prerogatives.
But as His type is not to be found reproduced in any
one of His disciples, as John came nearest to Him
in love, Peter in clevation and headship, Paul in elo-
-quence,James in prayer, Andrew in death ; and as
in later times Iis sacramental grace lives in His
priesthood, ITis patience in His martyrs, His union of
soul with God in His holy Virgins; so may we ex-
pect to find in some class of His chosen imitaters this
love and choice of peverty, this denudation of worldly
comfort, and neglect of bodily ease. Our Blessed
Redeemer is indeed a fount-of burning light, the very
sun of the spiritual firmament in ¥lis Church; and
the rays that are concentrated, with dazzling inten-
sity in Him, diverge and are scattered over-carth as
they descend; and one is reflected back from one
soul, and another from another, veproducing jointly
the image of Himself; but each one brightly ren-
deriug back only one, theugh abserbing many more.
Now if one of the virtues of our Lord was contempt
of earthly things, and love necessarily of abjection,
£t must yet be reflected upon earth somewhere in
His Church ; and if this virtue be found only in one
among conicnding parties, it surely will form a moral
note, a seal of Christ not to be mistaken.

We imagined, for instance, just now, thisheavenly
teacker joining: His disciples in their temperate re-
past, entertaining them meanwhile. with that word,
on which man lives, no less than upon bread.—
Now et us descend eleven hundred years in lime,
and travel from Dalestine to a more westerly
region. There is a cleft in 4 mountain’s side, down
which, though most precipitous, and scemingly carved
out by an ancient torrent, rarely a drop of water
flows, into whose dismal avenue no songster of the
grove is kaown to penetrate. Patched agaiost the
side of this gloomy glen, and rooted in its groy crags
is a dwelling, half built, hall excavated, which, at the
period alluded to, had just been constructed. The
inwates are at meat. Just enter . Their refrec-
tory is low, dark, and damp, for one part of it has its
walls of rock. All else is in admirable kecping : the
tables and forms are scarcely less rugged. And what
is on the former does not fall much behind. A few
herbs from the impracticable garden, seasoned poorly,
bread of the coarsest, and drink of the sourest, form
the provision. At this are seated young men and
old, ail simply clad, of grave aspect and modest de-
mcanor. One alonc is not engaged as the rest. He
is seated apart, and reads to them that eat. T.et us
listen to his words, whieh seem to rivet the attention
of all, and give a dainty relish to their homely food.
Isit from the ¢ Romaunt of the Rose” that ke is
reading?  Is he reciting scraps of minstrelsy, that
tell of chivalrous deeds, or of some high-born dame
on her ambling palfrey, escorted by a gallant knight 1
Something of the sort, forsooth; but sweeter, Oh!
by far ! TFrom the Book of books hie is reading, how
in cold winter a gentle maiden rode from Nazareth
to Bethlehem upon an ass, attended by a poor car-
penter; and at her journey’s end, lodged in a stable.
At this simple tale, behold, he who presides puis
away bis frugal platter, aud rises from his hard seat,
trembling with emotion, his eyes ghstening with tears,
bis hands clasped convulsively.  What has caused
this sudden outburst of grief? Why, he seems to
himself a base poltroon, a dainty delicate fellow,
lodged gloriously, clothed luxuriously, fed sumptuosly,
the very rich glutton of the Gospel, when he com-
pares himsel{ with her, who, delicate, and pure as the
lily bending over the snow-drop, adores the heavenly
Infant who has come, in that hour, to share her cald
and poverty. And so he crouches down in shame and
humility on the clay-pavement of his refectory, and
in a low wailing, broken with sobs, exclaims :¢¢ Wee
is me! The Mother of my God seated on the ground
and I comfortably placed at table!
viour poor and deslitute, and I enjoying an abundant
meal !”?

Now to the Seripture read, this was then a com-
menlary, and it it must be allowed a practical one.
It said, more plainly than the peatest print of modern
fount could convey it, that il Jesus. Christ chose
poverty and discomfort for Himself and those whom
He best loved, Ie cannot but be pleased with those
who, out of dear love of Him, choose a sinilar state.
It goes on to say, that even when we have done our

best ta copy, the divine original stands far abave us,

My infant Sa- |’

and beyond our reach, and there is room left for
humility at sceing our distance.  And so the holy St.
Francis, one of whose many beautiful actions we
have been narrating, as well as many of his com-
panions, had been rich, but had become poor, nay,
wretehedly poor, and mertified, and neglectlul of scif,
and all for God’s sake. Yes, though in a cavern,
clad in a single tunic, girt with a cord, and feeding on
commonest fare, he saw enough to make him weep,
in the greater abasement of God made man.

A. proud supercilions age will no doubt e} us that
St. Francis did not rightly read the Gospel. Was

e wrong, then, in understanding from it, that our |

Saviour loved and choose poverty? Or was he
wrong in believing it yod to love and choose what
He loved and chose? ~If the meal whicl we have
described is ot to be considered as approaching to
the character and spirit of the repast enjoyed by the
apostolic coflege, with their divine Head, then we
will agree to go elsewherve to ook for a parallel.
Whither shall we go?  ‘To the workouse, with its
inflexible dietary T Or to the hospital, like St.
Cross, with its stinted fare? But it is the voluntary
imitation of the divine example, in the Church, that
we are seeking; and not the compulsory fasts in-
flicted on othersby the State or the Church. Terhaps
when churchimen meet in hali—the nearest approach
to the monastic refectory—rfor example, in one of our
miversitics, may be expected the closest adaptation
of necessary relection to the evangelical standard.
On a fust-duay, particularly of the Establishment’s
appointment, we may hope to see how well it reads
the gospel injunctions. DBeneath the well-carved,
lofty roof-tree, beside the emblazoned oriel, amidst
the portraits of the great and rieh men, who have
sanctified the hall beiore then, around tables well
furnished—we will say no more—sit the ministers of
a dispensation, which i it be of invisible and spiritual
goods, neglects not the ponderable and the percepti-
ble. Perhaps, after the duties of ibe kour are ever,
one of them iwill wipe his mouth, and proceel to
evening lecture in the pulpit, there to assure lis hear-
ers that, among the superstitions of popery is that
of embracing a life of poverty aad abjection, volun-
tarily suffering privations, subjecting the body by
austerity; all which comes” of not studying the
seriptures 3 as neither the example of our Liord, nor
the writings of Paul, give the least warranty for such
umatural conduct. - And he will instance, as proof,
the grovelling I'rancis, who quite lost sight of his
Saviour, by going on the path of poverty.

In the life of St. Gregary the Great,we read that
he daily eatertained, and served, at table twelve poor
men, in honor of the twelve apostles; and that one
day a thirtcenth unbidden guest sat with them.
“ And none of them that were at meat durst ask
Him—Wlo art Thou? knowing that it was the
Lord.”—Jo. xxi. 12. Now were it to please that
same divine Being to visit {hus, in visible form, the
haunts of men, and seat IHimself at table, where
most congenial te His meek beart; we are simple
enough to believe that Ile would be more naturally
to be expected in that refectory of St. I'rancis’s
Carcert, yet existing in that cloven Appenine, near
Asisi, where ihe same poverty and frogality are still
practised, than in the midst of a clerical party, in the
combination room of any University college.

Jt may perhaps be said, that our parallel is unfair.
But we are driven (o it, by the absence from the
“pure and apostolic branch of the Church esta-
blisked in this country® of anything wore likely, a
priort, to bear analegy with -our Saviour’s repasts
among Ilis aposttes. And we cannot forbear re-
marking, how, in every Cathalic communily, the pre-
sence of Christ instructing His disciples, at their
common table, is imitated by the reading of scripture,
ture, during meals; u practice, we believe, confined to
our “unseriptural* and ¢ scripture-hating Chureh.

But our main purpose hitlicrto has been to show,
how this maligned, but only faithful Spouse has alone
read her Lords poverty as a practical lesson, has
artlessly believed that it was not achance but a
clioice, has unaffectedly deemed it a virtue, has found
it a key to many otherwise locked-up treasures, a way
rugged and steep over Calvary to ‘Lhabor. And this
poverty of Christ, our Saviour, may be well put at
the bead of His actious, as ruling, modifying, and
coloring them all, from His cradle ta Ilis cross.

It is not, of course, our intention, or we might pro-
perly say, our presumption, to ze over even the
principal actions of that life. . We will only cull ont
a few, and we must premise that our selection will
not be systematic ; only we shall begin with the
beginning, and choose classes or groups of actions, in
preference to-single acts. In the early periad of the
divine life on carth, we have necessarily to contem-

plate the influence which it had upon another person,,
inferior indeed by far, but nearer to him of whom we|.

speak than any other created being. . A Catholic at
once understands us to mean His Blessed Mother,

i,
-| the usual grguments for credibility are hroughs forward,

I1. Now it has appearcd to us, when contemplating
the carly scenes of the gospel history, that her place
lias been far from duly considered, with reference to
questions controversially agitated, It is troe that the
Catholic attaclies importance to all recorded concern-
ing her in the gospel; and finds there proofls incou-
testible of her virtue, lier dignity, her privileges, und
her influence, or rather power. = "Che Protestant is,
on the contrary, prone to depress, to extenuale, to
disattach importance from all that relates to her;
nay, he seeks to overtook it all, as merely seeondary,
casual, and-almost dangerous.  Now it is surely im-
portant, and it can hardly fail to be interesting, to
ascertain what place is appeinted to her by the Word.
and the Spirit, of God, in the twaloid economy, of
faith, and of grace. In the emlier part of gospel
history we must look for our answer.

1. We shall perliaps = little weary our readers by

the course of remarks through which wemust heg 1o
lead them. They will contain nothing new, and
nothing very brilliant.
. It is clear that the listorical books of the New
Testament present a twotold aspect, as trusteworthy,
and as _inspired, compositions.  Their writers used
every human industry and pains, to record what they
believed and knew to be true ; and the Divine Spint
superintended, guided, secured from smaliest erpor,
and sealed the worl wlich Himself had suggested to
the writer’s mind. There were two excelient rea-
sans, among others, for this mode of ‘dealing. First,
those baoks had to go forth and be exwmined by men
who were unbelievers, and before whom their authors
came merely as honest, accurate, and eredible histo-
rians.  Tley were to be received by Tagan and
Jew, and later, by sceptic and sophist, antecedontly
to any recognition of their inspiration. '[hey were
to be submitted to all the tests of human ingenuity,
and evep malice ; pit on the rack; compared with
cvery-other soit of document ; tried by geography,
physics, history, morals ; examined by every possible
light, heathen, rabbinical, Gnostie, Jewish; tortured
philalogically in every’ member of every sentenec.
Then the cliaracter of each writer was to beinvesti-
gated; when he lived and where; what were Dis
means of knowing ; what his right to speak; what
his language, his dialect, his idioms, Lis peculiar tur
of thought ; what Dis object and purpose, and what
his mode of attaining it 3 what bis interest, Lis gain,
his loss, kis chznces. In fact, men who were called
upon to give up every thing that hwnon nature hugs,
and evil passions stick to, on the strength of certain
most extraerdinary [actsrelated by what sceined very
ordinary people, were not likely to do so upou 2
claim of inspiration, but would scareli into the evi-
dence of the facts, through the ecredibility of their
vouchers, with the sharp™ scrutiny of 2 repugnant
mind.  Now this inquiry must be cxercised on the
varied clements of a human truth.  'The -earthly
author must appear, if not in his infirmitics, at teast
in bis peculiavities, fo lend a grasp to the eagér
scarcher.  "Were there are no veins, no grnin,'no
color, no separable ingredients, no penetrable point,
mvestigution is hopeless.  Flence every defender of
the Gospels, from ke beginning of the Church till
now, has laid hold of these coincidence with, or ap-
proximations to, other writers, which proved humanly
the perfect veracity of the inspived writers; and
even minute research has been employed, to discover
apparcatly trifling corroborations of particular state-
ments, Let the reader but look at the first sentenac
of Dr. Lardner’s « Credibility,” and he will sec how
an able Protestant vindicator of the New ‘Lestament
underlzkes what we have described. “T'he same
course is pursued by Catholics, enlorcing the credi-
bility of the gospel against unknown belicvers.*

A second reason for this cconomy is that of its
becomingness. The gift of inspiration could not be
supposed 1o le bestowed on negligent or carcless
wrilers.  Woe cannot well imaginc a constiousness
of inspiration (we do not speak of vision, or revela-
tion) in one who had witnessed facts, superseding all
care or cfiort, accuratcly to remember what he had
witnessed.  Tle did his best to render himself worthy
of the marvellous gift, by his own thoughtful and
ddigent application to the task. . He wrote as con-
scientiously, and with as anxious a desire to give the
truth, as though he had no guarentec against crrot.

"The result is, consequently, as we have remarked,
a double aspeet under which the evangelical records
present themselves.  First, they will bear the strict-
est scrutiny as listories, antecedent to all. proof of
revelation ; so as to compel the acknowledgment of
the facts contained in them—facts which form the
basis of christianily.  And this secures moral cer-
tainly to one previously an unbelicver. Secondly,
they have on them the sacred and ditine stamp of
inspiration, of which no sufficient evidence can exist

¢ Every course of theology will show this.. E. g. Perrone,

tom. 1. cap.iv. pr. 1: tom. 1x. par ii. see. i. c. I. pr. jii., where,



