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\"'EWS OF THD WEEK

From Europe we have nothmg new to report.
The chiefl topic of discourse, at the present
moment, is the late fewrful railroad massacve, of
which full particulars will be found in another
column. In the Legisiative Assembly, the Minis-
terial proposition on the Seat of Government
question was taken into consideration on Tuesday
~evening.  Mr. 'Flibodeau, seconded by M.
Seymour, moved in amendment ¢ that the House
resolve that it is inexpedient to consider the
question of the Scat of Ciovernment during the
present session, as that question was decided last
session.”  This amendment was negatived, upon
a division, by a majority of 68 to 44. M.
Dorion then moved an amendment to the effect
that the Scat of Government question leing
purely local, it was at variance with the principles
of our responsible (Government to submit it to
the decision of the Tmperial Government. An
animated debate ensued, which had not concluded
up to the time of going to press. Dr. Blanchet,
one of the representatives for Quebec, has resign-
ed his seat on account of ilf health.

CELEBRATION OF ST. PATRICK'S DAY,
It is u lraditional remark that the sun always
shines out brightly on St. Patrick’s Day; and
this anniversary was no cxception to the rule.
The weather was remarkably fine 5 tho’ the very |
strength of the sun made our streets all but im-
passible for pedestrians, turning the snow and ice
into the dirtiest of mud. But no amount of per-
sonal inconvenience could damp the ardor of the
sons of St. Patrick, or deter them from doing
public honor to-their illustrious patron on his an-
nual festival. 'The St. Patrick’s and the Tem-
perance Societies formed, as usual, about eight
o’clock, in front of the St. Patrick’s Iall, aud
walked in procession to St. Patrick’s church,
theiv respective bands playing the uational airs.
The effect was highly imposing as the procession
entered the charch, and marching up the grand
aisle, ranged their numerous banners around the
walls of tht. Sanetuary. Next came in our twe
frisk Volunteer Companies, with the splendid
band of the Montreal Rifles, The grand aisle
was, set apart for our gallant volunteers. Tast
of all arrived the long and venerable procession
of the Clergy,clased by His Lordship the titular
Bishop of Montreal, who gave his pastoral bless-
inz os he passed to the kneeling multitude on
either hand.  The soleun swell of our magpili-
cent orgnn filled the church with soft music as
the venerable. body advanced and took their!
places in the sanctuary. At that wmoment the
rast edilice was crowded to excess with an

earpest and attentive multitude of the spiritual |

children of St. Patrick.  'The decorations of the
church were even unusmally fine and tasteful,
especially about the high altar, where stands the
statue of our beloved Apostle, surrounded on
this day by a forest of ever-greens and a count-
less uumber of lights, forming over the Saint’s
head the monogram of our dear Lady—the whole
over-arched. by a scroll bearing the well-lmown
legend : “ We entreat thee, holy youtl, to come
and walk among us.” As the tapers were suc-
cessively lit around and above the episcopal figure
of the Apostle, it required ro great strerch of
imagination to identity them with the galaxy of
saints who, ever since the days of Patrick, have
made the Trish Church glorious before all Chris~
tendom. A solemn High Mass was celebrated
with all the pomp of a great Catholic city, our
venerated Prelate officiating at the altar. The
music was very fine ; the vocal part was exceuted
by some 140 boys of Rev. Mr. Connolly’s awn
training ; ably ‘'seconded, however, by the teach-
ings of the good Brothers of the Christian schools.
The effect of such a chorus of youthful voices,
well modulated, was both grand and pleasing ;
while ‘the long swell of the maguificent organ
Glled the entire church, its tones now soft as
those ‘of a lute or mandolin—now full and deep
as the roar of the ocean-wave.

After the first Gospel, the*Rev. Mr. O’Brien
ascended the pulpit, and delivered sucha discourse

136th" Psalm—the exquisite lament of the cap-
tive Israelites when * by the rivers of Babylon
they sat and wept” for the beloved land of their

right hand be forgotten. Let my tongue cleave
to my jaws, if I do not remember tl'ce if 1
make not Jerusalem the beginning of my joy.”’—

The Reverend gentleman commenced by a beau-
tiful and touching eulogium on the love of coun-
try, implanted, he said, by beaven in the heart of
man for the noblest and holiest purposes, as
evinced hy the words of histext put in the mouth
“1of the captive Jews by the Royal Prophet of
Israel. This love of country le proved to be
still more nuble where our father-land has been,
and is the scat of an institution the most sacred
and the most venerable, having a heavenly origin,
and Teft for a time only on earth, then to relurn
to its native heaven. This, he said, was pecu-
liarly the case with Ireland, whose children had
this additional and most powerful motive to bind
their hearts to their native land. “ And wo to
those,” said the eloquent preacher, «“ who would
seck to tear from the Irish heart this well-gronad-
ed sympathy and earnest attachment to their

{ather-land.. By such an attempt they do but
show how little they koow or understand that
people.”” He then wentinto a beautiful and mas-
terly analysis of the spirit of nationality ;5 com-

joys and in all ler sorrows.

as has never been exceeied, and rarely cqualled
in St. Patrick’s church.- '[‘he Reverend gentie-
man is justly considered one of our most power-
futpreachers; but on this occasion he even out-
did-himself. . Warmed by the nature of his sub-
jeet, his cloquence was, in certuin passages, of
the very highest and most fervent character.—

As.a whole, the sermon was admlrably suited {o
the present circumstances of our scattered peo-
Ple, and cannot fail to produce a most salutary
efiect. Mr. O’Brien took his text from the

mencmg with the attachment of the child to the
scenes of lis infantile sports, gathering strength
from the varied associations of advancing life,
and matured by reading the history of his coun-
try, when the individual gradually comes to iden-
tify himself with her—participating in all her
Mr. O’Brien then
went on to show that few nations had a more glori-
ous past to leok back upon than Catholic Ireland—
whether as regards the countless multitude of her
saints, or the matclless constancy wherewith her
children have preserved the faith through a series
of persecutions hardly ever equalled. Glancing
briefly over the immediate eflects of St. Pa-
trick’s mission, he showed how, as it were, spon-
taneously, the whole population of Ireland emerged
from pagan darkness into the full light of Chris-
tianity—how the nobles of Ireland set apart
farge tracts of their fertile Jands for the mainte-
nance of the Church and the support of the poor
—and bow, for the next two or three centuries,
Ireland sent out missionaries 1o every nation of
Europe, then, for the most part, sunk in barba-
rism and idolatry. Passing over the following
centuries, Mr. O'Brien then gave a graphic
sketch of the oppressive rule of Protestant Eng-
land and her ruthless persecution of the Irish
Catholics. The horrors of the penal days, the
glorious constancy of the nation to its ancestral
faith, tried by every ordeal that hell-born malice
could devise: now torturcs, and death, the con-
fiscation of the broad acres of her apcient ne-
bility, the suppression and plunder of the churches
and monasteries their piety bad founded ; and
the pitiful attacks of prosclytizers with a pitcher
of soup in one hand, and King James’s Bible
in the other ;—yet, through all, and surviving all,
the faith of the people had continved the same.
The light kindled by St. Patrick in the fifth cen-
tury, h'ul never since been extinguished ; and
many “a hurning and 2 shining light” bad since

| gone forth from that blazing pile 1o illumi-

nate other and distant lands. 'Well then might
the children of Treland feel proud, under God, of
thewr Christian aneestry ; and he, for one, could
not by any means understand how it was that a
bandful of American Catholics counld call upon
the Trish to give up their nationality, so closely,

i 50 inseparably interwoven with their religion.

Was it that these people were jealous of the
glorious memories which the cbildren of Catholic
Ireland Jove to cherish? It might be so; bat,
at all eveats, it was preposterous for them, a new
nation in the Church, a people who have no
calendar of national saints, no memories of saint-
ed or martyred ancestors, to expect the ebildren
of St. Patrick, the sons of the Island of Saints,
to give up their nationality at their bidding and
become Yankeefied, and, perhaps, worse. Tor-
bid it all the glorious memories of the past, all
the bright hopes of the future. Let the Irish
Catholics go where they may, all the world over,
they are thc strong, and resolute, and fervent
supporters of the Church; they build wp her
temples with their hard earnings, and their strong
arms are ever ready to defend her where it may
be necessary.  Let them alone, then, in their
own way—force them not to forget their nation-
ality, the glorious honds which unite them to the
dear old land where their robust and vigorous
faith was cradled—Ile¢ them remain Zrish and
they will be ready to coalesce with any other
body of Catholics for the general good ; but wo!
again, to those who injudiciously and in ignorance
seck to make them Canadians or Americans, or
anything elsc but what they are. The reverend
gentleman then concluded his admirable discourse,
of which we have given but a very brief and im-
perfect outline, (merely from memor ¥,) by an
earnest admonition to those who would thus seck
to destroy Ivish nationality ; calling upon the
children of St. Patrick, at the same tlmc, ever to

cherish the memory of their own land, as did the
captive Israelites in their distant land of exile;

and to illusirate that holy faith which their fathers

hirth: “If T forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my.

received from Patrivck‘bj‘ the practice of every
Christian virtue.

Mass was then resumed ; nnd at its conclusion,
the two societies, with -all the male portion of
the congregation, and our two Volunteer Compa-
nies, formed in procession, and marched through
a great portion. of the city,.to visit St. Aun’s
Church, (another beautiful temple st apart for
the use of the Irish,) where an arch was erected,
over which were the words—¢ Welcome, Sons of
Erin.” Thence the procession returned by
another route lo St. Patriek’s Fall, from the
windows of which the people were addressed by
Dr. Howard, and Marcus Dolerty Tisq., Presi-
dent and First Viee-President of the St. Pa-
trick’s Society.

A maguificent pain-bent was presented for the
occasion by Dr. Howard, who, according to cus-
tom, made an offering of it at the altar-rails.

In the evening, Captzin Devlin and Lieutenant
Mullins gave an excellent dinner to the men of
their Company at Irish’s Hotel. There were
several guests present ; amongst whom we noticed
Licutenant-Colonel Wily, Colonel David, and
Dr. Nelson, (Surgeon to the Cavalry.) We re-
gret want of space prevents us from giving a
full report of the happy and eloquent speeches
delivered upon this interesting occasion. The
Chair was filled by Captain Devlin ; and althougl
several toasts were proposed, the intoxicating be-
verage was—out of respect for the memory of
Father Matthew—carefully excluded, The Com-
pany broke up at cleven o’clock, after spending
an evening which, we are sure, they will not
veadily forget. The Montreal Rifle Band played
during the entertainment, and were Inghly, and,
we may add, deservedly complimented. Suc-
cess to No. 4.

A large body of our Irish citizens also celebrat-
ed the day by a banquet at Mr. O’Meara’s; at
which the Presidents of our numerous National
Societies, and the representatives of the City
Press, attended as guests—DMr. Doherty in the
Chair. The banguet was most successful, and
the party separated at a late hour, well pleased
with their entertainment. The following were
the regular toasts of the evening :(—

¢ The Day, and all who honor it;” * The
Pope;” « The Queen;” “The Emperor of
France ;” © The President of the U. Slates;?
¢« The Preacher of the Day ;” < The Army and
Navy, as composed of Saxon and Celt ; « Tvish-
men, at home and abroad;* “ The Memory of
Father Matthew;” .« The Memory of ’Con-
nell ;* « The Mayor and Corporation ;> “'The
National Societies ;» ¢ The Press ;" and fmally,
¢ The Ladies.”

Betwixt the toasts of « The Pxesudent of the
United States,” and that of ¢ The Preacher of
the Day,” the health of the Governor-General

party present.

On the whole, we are inclined to think that
the Irish of Dontreal have, on this occasion,
done thetr full share of the universal homage of-
fered to the Apostle of Ireland, by bis spiritual
chiliren, on the anpiversary of his death.

7= We have been requested to state tliat the
cloquent discourse of the Rev. Mr, O'Brien, de-
livered on St. Patrick’s Day, in the St. Patrick’s
Chureh of this city, is ‘about to be published in
pamphlet form, and will be ready for delivery in
a few days.

WHY CAN WE NOT OBTAIN JUSTICE?
"T'o strangers to our Canadian society, 1t must be
a subject of wonderment how it comes to pass
that, with our numerous Catholic population, and
our consequent influence in the Legistature, we
are unable {o obtain a satisfactory settlement of
a question so long agitatedas has been the School
Question ; on which the Church has pronounced a
decided opinion ; and one in which the Dbest in-
tercsts of owr children are so deeply involved.—
From our repeated failures to obtain justice from
a Legislature of which about one-half is returncd
by Catholic votes, it is argued, and with some
show of reason, that the Catholic laity cannot,
generally, liold the same opinions upon {he sub-
ject of Iducation as do their Clergy and the
Chief Pastors of their Church. Ior, it is truly
said, were (liey in earnest in thewr demands, no
Ministry could, with safety, refuse to grant them.

We must look therefore within, and not with-
out, for the causes of our want of success; and
we will find them, not so wuch in the strength of
our opponents, as in our own want of honesty and
sincerity of purpose; in our venality and incon-
sistency, which justly expose us to the sneers of
our enemies, and cool down the zeal of our for-
mer allies. To the former we have ceased to be
formidable ; whilst to the latter, the support of the
Catholic vote generally, and the Irish Catholic
vote in particular, is a matter of too much indif-
ference to induce them, for its sake, to run the
risk of offending the rabid Protestantism of  Up-
per Canada. In fact that vote, or political in-
fluence, is looked upon as.a cheap marketable
commodity 5 always up for’ sa.le, '\nd nt a very
low rate. S

"This is a hard saying, but alas! a true- one, as
all who are conversant with the history of the
School Question must admit. We have made

fine promises, spoken many. brave words, and given

was proposed, and was dr'mk by some of the|

| that he,

many a lofty pledge; but, alas! lave ever been

i equally ready, at the first-sight of the glitter of

Ministerial gold, to violate our promises, o eat
our own brave words, and to break our most so-
lemn pledges. Like the boy in the fable, we
have cried # TWolf, Wolf,” solong, and so olten,
that nobody believes us, or cares one straw for
all our vocilerations. ¢ Bah ”—it is said—* these
fellows have but set a price on themselves, and
are thus clamorous, only to et the world know
that ihey are up for sale, and in search of a pur-
chaser.” Aud so, one or two of the noisiest of
them being bought up, and 2 fewothers silenced
willi the promise of a bone, or some broken
victuals from the Ministerial table at a subse-
quent period, the agitation is hushed up—a few
place-beggars are enriched—whilst the wrongs ol
the majority remain unredressed ; and we he-
come the scorn and laughing stock of both [riends
and focs.  TLet us eite an instance or iwo.

It is now more than two years since the Ca-
tholic Institute of "I'oronto, with the Bishop of
the Diocess at its head, pledged itself publicly to
adopt the policy indicated in the following © Re-
solution ;* whicl was published in the Z%ronto
Mirror ; was approved of, 2n those duys, by the
Catholic Citizen ; and was generally accepted
by the other Catholic Institutes throughout Up-
per Canada :— .

¢ Resolved—That the Catholic Institute of Toronto
PLEDGEY TTSELYF to oppose, by all constitutional meuns,
the re-election of the present Ministry, and of any of
their supporters, {f, at the next Session of the Pro-
vineial Parlinment, Fruu justice is not done to ihe
Jatholics of Westcm Cannda with regard to the free
working of their scparate schools; and that this In-
atitute invokes the sympathy and assistance of their
fellow-Catholics in Eastern Canada to promote their
object.”

Now, neither at the Session ezt after the
adoption of this solemn pledge by the Irish Ca-
tholies of Upper Cafada, nor in any subsequent
Session of the Provincial Parliament, has ¢ ruLL
justice” been done us with regard to the free
working of our separate schools. 'That (his is so,
is evident from the simple fact that, up to the
close of last Session, the complaints of the Ca_
tholies of Upper Canada, both Clergy and laity,
were as bitter as ever, Therefore do all the
Trish Catholies of this country, who adopted the
policy cmbodied in the above cited ¢ Resolu-
tion” of the Cathalic Institutes of Upper Cana-
da, still stand © pledged to oppose by @il consti-
tutional means, the re-clection of the preseid
DMindastry, and of any of their supporters.—
How this pledge has been redeemed—how the
bold promises therein made, have been fulfilled
—the steady support still given by too many Ca-
tholics to the Ministry “ho have positively re-
fused to do us justice is an admirable proof. Lt
us take another instance.

. About two years ago, the Cutholic Citizen—
then ap independent Catholic paper, professing
the same principles, and advocating the identical
policy, that the True WrrNEss has professed and
advocated from the hour it was started up to the
present moment—threatencd M. Cauchon and
his Ministerial colieagues with the great things
the Citizen, would do, it full Justice
were nol at once accorded to the Catholics of
Upper Capada.  Compared with the general
toue of its articles in 1836 and 1857, the lollow-
ing extract from the Toronto Cathalic Citizen
of 1855 does sound somewhat ludicrous :—

“1t i3 uscless for Mr, Drummond, M. Cauchon, or
Sir Allan NeNab, or for Nr. McDounald of I\m"ston,
or Cayley of ’I‘oronto, to calculate on further Oatho-
lic support, if they neglect the present opportunity
of deserving it. If those who bave climbed into
Parliament, and into political power by Calholic
votes, imagine that Catholics can overlook what in-
volves the future mornl and physical interest of their
cluldlcu, they will have reckoned without their host.
b < * v We warn the parly in power, onr
friends we would fuin call them, that if they caleu-
Iaté on stultifying or stupifying, or evading®the
Trishmno's love of justice, or keen perception "o its
violation, or if they hope he witl forget or Sorgive it,
they will To their cost, in the duy of need; leurn that rj'
the Irishman will resent an injury to kis dog, the un-
grateful fuwning cundidate for ]mlzhuzl confidenee,
who would wse the power su oblained in order (o de-
grade his patrows child below the level of lhe brule,
dare not hope for a rencwul of the confidence so un-
gralefully betrayed” The Italies arc our own.

Our cotemporary then concludes with a warn-
ing specially addressed to the # LoweCanada
Representatives,” with M. Cauchon at their
head ; insisting upon the importance of the “in-
terests at stake” and the duty of Catholics to
make those interests paramount to every other
consideration.

Brave words these no doubl—mnonstrous brave
words ; and we fancy that we can see the me-
naced M. Cauchon chuckling in his sleeve as he
read them to his laughing colleagues; menaced
like Limself with the terrible wrath of an Irish
Catholic, if he and they neglected the then pre-
sent opportunity to render a full measwg of jus-
tice to the Catholics of Upper Canada. They
were told that, if they did neglect that oppor-
tunity, it would be « useless for them to caleulate
on further Catholic support.”> M. Cauchon, how-
ever, and his Ministerial colleagues lknew but toe

‘well the meén with whom they had to deal; and

that by a timely exbibition of Ministerial patron-
age——by means of a government situation for this
man’s next of kin, and a Judlcloua distribution of
Government «Crown Land Advertisements”—

they could always mollify the fury of their de- |
nouncers ; and convert themenacing opponent into
a very docile and useful ¢ government hack.” And

Sree working of thelr Separate Schools.”

—

thus it is, -that, whilst our demands for justice
have been treated - with open contempt by M.

Cauclion and his colleagues—and whilst the Chief
Pastor of the Diccess of Toronto has heen conj-
pelled in consequence (o employ the Severgg
spiritual censures of the Church againgt the
dishonest Mlmstry——they have no more zealoy,
supporter in the press, than the self same Cagyy,.
lic! journalist who, but a few menths ago, warnpg
them of the fearful fate that awaited then i
they any longer neglected to do justice to the
Catholies of Uppm Canad'l Is it then wondy.
ful that our remonstrances are disregarded ?
our cries for redress are freated mth contempt,
as the clamors of a pack of greedy eurs wly
cau always be silenced by throwing Wnongsy
them a plateful of seraps and broken vietuals i
and that we ourselves mect with hut seorn angd
derision, whenever we make an effort (o foree
our claims upon the attention of the Liegistatury 1
Such treatment may not be pleasant 5 but by ow
conduet we have provoked it, and our best frieygs
camot deny that we have hitherto deserved jt,

The extracts given above, and whicl we like-.
wise commend to the attention of the Oty
Tribuene, contain a [ull justification of the preseut
policy of the True WirNess ; and consequent-
Iy a complete condemnation of that advoeated by
the Tridune.

'The Catholic Institutes of Upper Canada,
acting in concert with their Bishops, have called
upon us, the “ Catholics of Ilastern Canada™ [op
our sympethy and owr assistance Lo aid them iy
opposing by all constitutional meuns the re-elec-
tion of the present Ministry and of any of thej;
supporters ;* because, at the last session of Par-
liament, ¥ fell justice wwas not done to the Ca-
tholics of Western Canada 1with resard o the
We
have, in all sincerity of purpose, and to ibe best
of our humble abilities, responded to that appeal ;
we have given our sympathy ard assistance, such
as they are, for the attainment of the object
indicated ; and we lave faithiully followed the
policy traced out in the above cited Resolution,
passed by a Society presided over by His Lord-
ship the Bishop of Toronto himself; and whicl
¢« Recolution” thercfore, until the contrary be
shown, we have cvery reason (o believe em-
bodies the policy of His Lordship and his col-
leagues in the Lipiscopacy. Now laving thus,
and at their own urgent request, given our warm-
est sympathy, and our best, even if feeble assist-
ance, to our Catholic brethren of the Upper Pro-
vince 1o carry out the policy by them traced out,
we have a right to ‘expect that we shail receive—
il not thanks and good offices Irom those to
whose appeal we have responded—at all events
common courtesy, and credit for our good inten-
tions. If we have erred, it has been in aver-
estimating the political consisteney and honesty
of those whom we liave endeavored to serve,
and in believing that their % Resolution® of  op-
position” to the Ministry was something more
than a printed lie—a solemn mockery of God
and man. The very head and frout of ow
offending, hath this extent—no more; and eves
though we have crred, we cannot express con-
irition for it, nor can we even promise, that we
will not repeat the offence.

But we do not belicve that we have ereed 5 we
do not believe that, in taking the Catbolic Insti-
tutes of Upper Canada at their word—-or thatin
relying upon their solemn pledge of + opposition
by all constitutional means™ o the Ministry and
their supporters who have refused us a “ full
measnre of justice”—we have been led astray.
We believe, that in spite of a few noisy fellows
in the pay of the Govermment, the policy of
« gpposition by all constitutional means,” is still
the policy of the sound portion of the Trish Ce-
tholics of Canada "as, it is still that of the Trur
Wirness. It is the policy to which they lave
solemnly pledged themselves, and which they can-
not for & mowent abandon without dishonor. It
is the policy for which the Catholics of Upper
Canada have “znvoked the sympathy and as-
sistance of thetr fellow Cutholics of Jasteri
Canade;? we cawnot bring oursclves to believe
that the Trur WrrNess will be condemned for
its steady adberence to that policy, or for its
prompt response to the appeal addressed to the
Catholics of the castern section of the Provinee
by their brethren of Upper Canada.

A few weeks ago a comununication over the
signature of Obscrver appeared in the, Montreal
Witness; in which, treating of the internal
management of the Montreal General Hospital,
{he writer asserted that the visiting Catholic
clergyman gave © general invitations o e
patients wn the several different wards to al-
tend” the religious instructions given by him—
the said Cathohc priest—to the paticats of his
own persuasion. Such a statement, if uncontra-
dlcted, would have been looked upon as a proal
that the said priest was in the habit of availing
himsell of lis sutuatmn, for the pmpose of pro-
selytism.

"The Catholic clergyman .alluded to thexcforc.
wrote ‘to the Montrcal Witness gmnn"an
unqualified denial to the accusation of ifs
correspondent Obscrver: asserting “ distinct-
Iy and unequivocally, that he never gave
a general invitation to all the inmates of the




