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AN IRISH PARADOX.
AWAKENED INTERESTIN THE GAELIC
TONG“E. '

Humiliating Fact Forced to the Atten-
tion ot the Irish Race in Enlight-
ened America—Comment on
& Rome Incldent.

Neatly thirty years ago a writer in the
Dublin Review wrote these words: “It
is disgraceful to the whole of us Saxons
and Kelts alike that we leave the real
work of Keltic remearch to continental
schools. With Irish Gaelic—the Keltic
root tongue—and three dialects spoken
in the very midet of us, with stores of
documents of all kinds accessible to en-
quirers, with every means at command,
we supinely permit the German -and the
Frenchman to take the honors that
ought to rest with ourselves.” All of us
must admit that the above exiract con-
taiped nothing but the literal truth when
it was penned. To-day & few exceptions
might be made for Scotch and English
scholars who have grown enthugiastic in
the study of Gaelic not only for ite im-
mense philological and _ethnological
value, but even as & beautiful medium
of spoken language.

Among the able and ardent advocates
of the modern Irish Gaelic in Scotland,
John Stuart Blackie, professor of Greek
and Keltic in the university of Edin-
burgh, stands pre-eminent. Hardly less
enthusiastic and learned in the same de-
partments sare Professor Geddes and
Mackey, with many others, The Saxon,
who once did all in his power to crush
the very life out of the Celt and his lan-
guage, has begun to see the shame and
the folly of his ways. Not only has he
established several chairs in his univer-
sities for thelstudy of the language, but
has already given us Celtic scholars of
world-wide repute, such as Arpold,
Latham, Pritchard and Max Muiler. It
locks as if the Englishman's sturdy
senge of honesty and fair play were lead-
ing bim in this a8 in other departments
of Irish public affairs, to make repara-
tion for the myriad woes which his fore-
fathers inflicted on & nation which con-
tributed so much not only to the Chris-
tian civilization of England, but to the
general education of Europe.

GERMANS IN THE LEAD,

It must be admitted, however, that
not to Englishmen or Scotchmen, and,
of course, lenst and :ast of all to Irish-
men themselves, must the chief credit
for the present awakened interest in the
ancient tongue be assigned. The cul-
tured Germans, led by the learned Zauss,
whom every Celtic scholar since bas
little more than copied, were tbe firat in
the field ahd are still the leaders in the
movement. His great work, ‘Gram-
matica Keltica,” Professor Z:umss
carefully compiled from the dusty manu-
scripts written ages ago by the Irish
monks who first preached the Gospel in
thefatherland. The laborsof those Irish
missionaries, eminent alike for sanctity
and learning, have been sketched by a
learned priest of Providence Diocese in
a little volume which ought to be in the
hands of every Irish Catholic. Weallude
to “Germany’s Debt to Ireland,” by Rev.
W. Stang, D.D, .

Well, if we but consider the labors of
Zeuss alone on bebalf of our Celtic litera-
ture it will soon appear that Germany
has done a great deal to pay for the
priceless treasure which under God she
owes 1o the Irish apostles. Indeed, when
the immensae researches of such scholars
as Schleicher, Ebel, Bopp, Windisch and
Z:mmer, 8ll in the department of Celtic

language and literature, are taken into

scgount, 1t may well be taid that another
volume. entitled * Ireland’s Debt to Ger
many,” would be just now entirely ap-
propriate.

The best grammar of the Irish lan-
guage has been compiled by a German,
Professor Windish. He is besides the
oniy scholar who has given ua anything
like a hand-book of Irvish literature in his
magnificent article, * KelticheSprache,”
in the new German Encyclojeedia. This
admirable compendinm is ati1ll untrans-
lated. JXreland would indeed be un-
grateful were she ever to forget what
German Protestant scholaxship has done
10 rescue her fine Catholic literature
from the obscurity and final decsy which
heas long surrounded and threatened it.
Yet it cannot but be painfully humili-
ating to us all to reflect that not to our
own, but to foreign effoxts, to aliens in
speech and religion, do we owe the

restoration of our only living monument
of distinct nationhood. .

France has not forgotten ber own
Celtic origin, and in her gay and cul-
tured capital has long been supporting
an excellent monthbly, the Revune Cel-
tique, devoied exclusively to Celtic lan-
guage and literature. She bhas given us
some eminent Celtic scholars, such as
Joubainville, Gaidoy and Lizeray.
Switzerland claims Pictet, while Italy has
her Niegra and Ascoli,

A HUMILIATING FACT.

When we turn to the Irish race in free
and enlightened America, can we point
out even one Celtic scholsr to rank with
any of the German, French, English,
Scoteh or Italian just referred to? With
sorrov snd shame it must be confesses
that not one golitary such is to be found.
A rather recent confirmation of this
humiligting fact may be regarded as
farnished %y that remerkable linguist,
well known to the readers of the New
York Sun, Mr. Jeremiah Curtin. This
lesrned and judicious student of lan-
guages and folk-lore, when a few years
ago he published “his first contribution
to the ancient lore of the Kelts,” could
find in the whole United Ptates no Irish-
man of scholarly prominence in Celtic
studies to whom he could fittingly dedi-
cate his interesting book, “ Myths and
Folk-Lore of Ireland.” He, & Gaelo Cell
and a warm friend of the Gaelic nation,
was obliged to seek ‘‘a distinguished
American of Cymbric descent, Major J.
W. Powell, LL.D., of Harvard and Hei-
delberg, to inscribe with some degree of
propriety the firat effort of the kind ever
attempted here.

It is too painful to dwell upon the
shame(ul treatment which the leaders of
the Irish people, both lay and cleric,
have at home for the past fifty years
meted out to the native language. It
will ever remain a toul blot on the
otherwise bright page of ecclesiastical
Ireland, as it is another sad chapler
added to the many of Irish political in-
consistencies.

Rev. E. O'Growney, whom the Irish
Catholic prelates have, to make up
for their acknowledged shameful
apathy in the past, appointed to
& Celtic cbair in Maynooth, not long ago
asked answered the following question :
“In whose hands do we now find those
lectures (O’Curry’s **Manuscript Mate-
rials of Irish History”) delivered in the
National Catholic University and treat-
ing of the most Catholic literature in the
world ? -Chiefly in the hands of foreign-
ers and almost exclusively in the hands
of non-Catbolics. These precious eccle-
giastical manuscripts, first studied by
O'Curry, have been published in fac-
simile, after great toil and labor, mostly
by the exertions of Dr, Atkinson, of
Trinity College, an Englishman and a
Protestant, An immense body of me-
dicoval sermons, Catholic, of couxse, to
the core, have been given to Celtic stu-
dents by the same Dr, Atkinson.” We
might add that a calendar of Irish saints,
together with the firat edition of the
famous Irish life of St. Patrick, has been
published not by a priest, not by a
Catholic, bat by a distinguished lrish
Protestant, Whitley Stokes, Many other
examples of commendable Protestant ac-
tivity in Celtic circles might be cited,
but we feel ashamed to proceed further,

IRISH PRELATES’ NEGLECT,

This pitiable and almost criminal ne-
glect of their father’s refined and expres-
pive tonmgue was shamefu!ly emphasized
by the Irish prelates themselves when, a
few years ago, not cne of them could be
found to present an Irish address to the
successor of Peter at our Holy Father's
jubilee celebration. The language which
was once and for ao long a period so hon-
orably associated with everything Catho-
lic was on that august occasion left to
the kind consideration, or rather com-
migeration, of an American bishop to be
lisped a8 best it might before the as-
gsembled nations of the world. Neither
an Irishman nor even the son or descend-
ant of an Irishman was he who wrote
and read the vrepresentative ad-
dress of the Irish Church to the aged
and illustrious yuler of the Church of
Rome. The scholarly Bishop Becker,
of Savannah, was the only Catholic pre-
late then in the Eternal City who was
found capsble of performing a duty so
simple and so plainly called for by the
Church of Patriok and of Brendan, And
yet we are told that in Rome there is an
Irish College! As an Irishman the
writer would be most happy to know
that for this degrading and eternally dis-
graceful conduct of the Irish prelates on
so historic & day even the shade of a

shadow of excuse could be found. There
seems to be nothing left to us and all
descendants of the Gael but to admit the
sad fact and hang our heads in shame.
Let us conclude these painful reflec-
tions with the pertinent remarks of a
distinguished Irish-American, uttered in
sorrow only three years ago:

“Two puzzling facts in recent Irish
bistory. First, the interest that Pro-
testants and foreigners take in the lan-
guage and literature of that country—a
Ianguage and a literature not only full
of the spirit and teachings of Irish
Catholicity, but which contain in them-
selves the seeds of the strongest and
most aggressive Catholic tradition in the
world. The other fact no less puzzling
is the callous indifference or open hos-
tility of the clergy and politicians to the
native apeech and literature.”

No comment is needed ta suggest a
possibly sadder state of things, save to
add that our vaunted Irish patriotism in
this respect partakes a great deal of the
pature of & puzzling paradox.—SACERDOS
in Philadelphia Catholic Times.

IRISH LANGUAGE REVIVAL.

STRONG ENDORSEMENTS OF THE MOVEMENT.

The following strong endorsements of
the movement to revive the Irish lan-
guage wore sent to Rev. T. E. Ryan, of
Providence, R.I.,, who i8 the leader of it
in this country :

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA,
WASHINGTON, D, C,, March 9.
REV.T. E. RYAN.

REvV. DEAR SIR : I heartlly rejoice to learn
that the movement for the revival of the Irish
language, originated In the old country, has
crossed the ocean and s spreading amongst us,
This js only as {t ought to be, Awmerica is Lthe
gecond home of the Irlsh race, and it is only
patural that she should become the second
bome of the Irish tongue. The almost univer-
sal neglect of that noble and begutiful lan-
ﬁusge for s0 many years is adisgrace. 1 have

eard Breton spoRen in Brittany, Flemish in
Flanders, Welsh in Wales. The people have
their hooks, thelr newspapers, thelr popular
songs, in thelr respective dialects, slde by slde
with the official la '‘guage of each country,and
all olasses take g pride in being familiar with
both, I have mel foreigners famiilar with the
lauguage and litera:ure of our country in which
they cialmed to find the most valuable philo-
loglcal and antigquarian elements, Surely 1t is
unworthy of us that others should have Lo
come 1o us from outslde and reveal to usour
own hidden treasures,

Time alone can tell ln what measure Irish
may win back what 1t has lost as a spoken lan-
guage, Much may depend tupon political
changes and the spirll awakened by them. In
the present century it only took three men—
men, indeed, of great gifts and great determin-
atlon, Palacky, Yungmaon and Safarik, 8 his.
torian, a linguist and an anliguarian—to bring
baclk to Bohemia her national spirit and her
almost defunct language. They bolh flourish
10-day. On the grave Of one of thelr poets,
Hanka, they have placed an Inseription
witlch we would do well to meditate: *“*A
natlon never dles so long as its language lives.”
With sincerest wishes for your success, believe
me, reverend dear sir, very siucarely yours,

J. HoGAN.

CATUHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA,
W asHINGTON, D. C,, March 9.
REV.T. E. RYAN.

REV. DEAR SBILk: Iglaaly comply with the
request which you make for some words of
sympathy and encouragement for the move-
ment to revive and spread the study of the
Irish langugge, that most aunclent and vener-
ablie of the tongues of Europe, Of the great
Keltic dialects the Cornish has ceased 10 be
spoken, the Mabpx i8 dylng, the Bratou and the
Gaelic losing grouud ; only the Welsh and the
Irish seem able to hold their own, That it is
possible to preserve both is clear from lhe ex-
ample of the former, whose frlends have saved
il irom extincilon by personal sacrifice and de-
votion, as weil a8 by their annual meatings or
eisteddlods, which are quite in the line of what
you propose.

Whatever be the (ate of the Irigh as a Bpoken
ity that it is not better
spository of & varied and
splendid literuture, capable of instructing and
amusing the most polite generation. It has
heen for thousands of years the tobgue of
heroes and conquerors, of legislators, teachers
and poels, and for fourteen cenlurlies one of
the great channels of C(atholic Christian
thought and endeavor. It was the mother
tongue of the men who nurtured the Carclin-
glian renaissance and transmitted to heathen
Alemanic and rude Frank not only the ele-
ments of Christian falth and self.discipline,
not only the first rud iments of philosophy and
history, bul the arts ot music, painting, cali-
graphy and book making, men who were Lo
the early middie ages what the Greek was'o
hie Roman eonqueror, the ever-open source of
all that was beantiful In'art and literature and
all that was religious and spiritual in the-
higher life of the soul. It i8 to these men,
rashloned by the Irish tongue and literature,
that moral t.heolngr, Lalin grammar, the
text of the Liatin Vulgate, the early medizeval
annals, church mnusie, the studies of Greek,
mathematics, geomsetry and astronomy, the
vernacular lonﬁnes of the continent, philo.
sophy and travel—above all, the study of the
Seriptures, the art of wrlting, and the noble
sclence of pedagogics owe an inoaloulaple debt
of gratitude. Were it only to understand the
formation of these generations of Irish teach-
ers, the study of their cultured tongue would
be of the greatest vaiue. But they have left
after them a corpus of Irish literature whose
unprinted mass would fill one thousand large
octavo volumes, greater than the verna-
cular literature of any medimval Euro-
pean nation, larger than the united col-
lections of Lhe Greek and Liatin fathers in
Migue, Itlsa broad ocean, into which who-
ever dives Is sure to bring up a pearl, an inex-
haustible mine whereln the poet and the phil-
osopher, the historian and the artiat, the law-

language, it 18 -a
known &8 the vast

yor. the physician, the obgerver of ancient

Sottolene

A SHORTENING.

Down the street through the husy way
A lady passed on marketing day.
Wlio, pausing at a grocery store,
Stepped quickly in at the open door.
With bated breath and anxious mien
Shikgqueried : “have you COTTOLENE?"

The grocer, leaving off his work,

Interrogated every clerk ;

But none up to that time had seen
An articlo called ** COTTOLENE."”

“What Is it?”’ said he to the dame,
“That answers to this curious name.
What is it made of? What's its use?
My ignorance you'll please excuse,”

“You're not the merchant for my dimes,
[ see you're quite behind the times.

For COTTOLENE, I'd have you know,
Is now the thing that’s all the go,

Au article of high regard ;

A healthful substitute for lard,

Its composition pure and clean ;

For cooking give me COTTOLENE.”

As from his store the lady fled,

The grocer gently scratched his head—
On his next order, first was seen,
#Oss¢ dotens cases COTTOLENE)

Ask Your Grocer for it,

Made only by

N. XK. FAIRBANK & CO,,
Wellington and Ann Streets,

MONTREAL.

manners, the folk-lorist, the phllologian and
the student of institutions may wander at wiil
and flod each the treasureson which his heart
s set. Yet it is the sad, poor remnant of & lit-
erature which has had more enemies, for &
ionger time, than any known llteralure on
earth, and which lies to-day neglecied and for-
gotiten, as those

Drenched sands
On which a great soul’s wealth lies ail {n heaps
Like & wrecked argosy.

It §s not that this literature 18 unknown.
Besldes ihe deserving names of 0'Rellly,
O'Donovan, O'Curry, 0'Grady, Hogan, Sulil-
van, Stokes and many others in the British
1sles, Frenchmen llke De Belloguet, Piclet,
D'Arbois de Joubalnville, Loth and Gal!dos;
(Germans llke %euss, Diefenbach, Windisch
and Zimmer ; Itallans like Nigra and Ascoil
have made the most laborions and fruitful re-
gearchies ln this domalit which ylelds even
more informatlon on the migration of peoples
from the Orlent, or the North, on comparative
philology, the original culture and religion of
the Aryan race, the primltive tradlitions apd
tnstitutions of Europeao humanliy. We uire
even Jearning in church history that jual as
the Coptic and the Syriac have preserved
many valttable monumentsof the old Greek
Christlan literature, so the Irish fs theark in
which much of the old Latin Christian liturgy,
leglislation, doclrine and «lscipline has floated
down to our own day.

Sporadie, unorganlzed effort is unavailing in
a land and lime whose altention is engaged by
g0 many high and urgent interests of a prauti-
cal, materfal nature. The proper way Lo fur-
ther the study of the Irish langunge is the way
adopted by the Universities of Oxford, Paris,
Goetiingen and Leipzig, the foundation of a
chalr of the Keltlc la.n%uage and litergture,
Let th!s be established In the Cathellec Uni-
versily ot America, where competent Instruc-
tors and students may meet and study the
splendid tongue of the Goldels,sa poetic and
flexible, so ardent tender and strong, Thus
we will have & centre, & polnt ot unity around
which the necessary and rare books will be
gathered, where Keltle antiquities (at least in
casts and photographs) will be collecled, where
the study of Keilic can be curried on in unlon
with the studies of Greek and Sanscrit. If
you can accomplish this you will bave secured
for the tonguu ol the Goidels a new and im-
perlshable existence in thls blessed land of the
west, toward walch our forefalhers so often
strained thelr eyes ju e long gone ages, and
which they little suspected would be the refuge
of thelr persecuted progeny, and parhaps the
saving ark of all that is most worthy and
imitable in the history, literature and ox-
perlence of ihe Kelt. Yours sincerly in Xto,

TiroMAB J. SHAITAN, D. D.
Professor of Early Ecclesiastioal ﬂlsbor?.

—Philadelphia Catholic T'imes.
e —————

Burdock Blood Bittera cures all dis-
ezses of the blood from a common Pim-
ple to the worst Scrofulous Sores or
DUlcers. 8kin Diseases, Boils, Blotches
and all Blood Humors cannot resist its
healing powers.

——y—
It iz & little strange that the cranks
are the most active when the machinery
i still,—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

—— e i
For Cholera Morbus, Cholera Infantum,
Cramops, Colic, Diarrhcea, Dysentery, and
Summer Complaint Dr. Fowler's Extract
of Wild Strawberry is a prompt, eafe and
sure cure that has been & populsr favorite

fur over 40 yeats,



