
ABSENT-MINDED.
BON(al l/w Idpioc-l ello I who's speaking?

Voicîý-' Donti yeti recogni-e me)
HiRONN-' WelI, er--I know yotir face, but 1 donti quite recali

your v-oice at the moment.'

HARDLY CONSISTENT.
THE -; SQUi(;'I.rCIIUNK INIIICATOR MA N ACCEPr'S lîl'kt

DO(C71IINE'S AS HE FEtNDS THENI.

J O H N," said the venerable editor of the Squigglechunk
J hdicaffir, "Ile'iic chiew of tobacco. Thankee,

-l gtîess I've got to hiustle like thunder for the ncxt couple
(If days to7try and get in enoughi moncy to pay the paper
bll, so you'll have to jerk enoughi editorial slush to fil]
a coluinn and a hiaîf or so."

" AIl righit, boss. ýViiat'll 1 give 'ei ? Sliai I r.v.oo
old Mowat on the Separatc Sehool business ?"

" I think not, John,?' said dit: editor thoughtfully, " 1
want to strike Mulcahy for a big grocery ad. ibis week,
and O',RciIly lias just given us a grist of job printing
that'il corne to about $15. No, T don't think we need
say anything more about Separate Schiools just yet. Any-
way, l'îi against raising these sectarian isstues which arouse
liatred and ill feeling-aiîd you nîust renmeniber that wve
have quite a Iist ot Catholic subseribers. Stick to thc
N.P., John; that's always safe. Give 'eni a good screcd.

Vucan enlarge on the prosperity of ail classes in the
United States under Protection-mianufacturers flourish-
ing, farmiers wvealthy, rnechanics and laborers drawing
better wvages than anywhere else iii the wvorld, contrasted
w'ith the poverty and wretchedness that prevails ini Eng-
land, on accouit of Free Trade."

*I catch on, b)oss. Just the regular style of thing.
B4ut that will hardly bc enough."

"No, it would look a leetie sliii ; you mîight write
another article pitching into the Grits on this Unrestrictcd
Recipirocity scliemc. Show that Canada lias nîo use for
Frc Trade witli the States. It wou1dn't he any advan-
tage, because d'ye see the Amerîcan farniers theniselves
have a hard struggle to niake ends meut and ar-e giving Up
their farmis by thousands. The country is full of people
ont of crnploynient, and the workingmen are discontented
and raising trouble ail around. What would be the use
of getting admission to the markets of the States wvhen
tlhcir owvn people can hardly make a living? "

" Hold on, boss, 1 gel the idea, but somehiow it don't
seern quite consistent with the pointers you give mie for
the other editorial."

' WelI, now, neither it does, John, corne to think of it.
I s;wear il neyer struck nie ini that lighit before. Any-

how, it.'s just îvhat the Empire and the Hamilton Spet.
havc been giving thecir readcrs right along, and if thcy
can stand it, why I reckon ours caîi. It's good party
doctrine at any rate, and 1 don't know as it's just thc
Indica/or's business to straightcni out the kinks. So let
lier go, Johin 1Here's hiall a dollar ; it'l have to do yoiu
tii! Saturday, and then if I have a cou ple of dollars or so
lcft atter squaring thc paper bill yýu can have'c"

THE CONDENSED "«BYSTANDER" FOR
FEBRUARY.

(OR ANV OlIRMONTI-.)

p ARTVISM is what is ruining this country. 'Thc"Crit
Sand Tory machines arc always truckling to Romle.
'lhe N.P. is afrauid. WVhat Canada wa lts is Coîi mner-

ial Union.
( ladstoix- is a hold I ad maai, whln is iintiiguiiig witli

thie Irish to over-tliro% the 11riitisli Empire.
lieaconislield wvas a conteniptible trickster and advcii-

turer. He couldn't lhelp il hecause lie Nvas a Iew. Ic'vs
are no gooci, tilyiov.

Irish and French Canadians are also a bad lot. '['lîc
p)rinc-ipal aîni ini life is to drink wvhiskey, raise big farni-
lies, re-establish the Spanishi Inquisition and sel) their
votes to the highest bidder,

Wort0îfen ouglit not to have votes l)ecause thecy cali't
ighit.

A social rcvolution is inmpending. Theorics of conis-
cation are ini the air. Henry George wvould like to start
the guillotine and cnit off the heads of all landiords andI
capitalists.

Prohibition is ani iimpossibility, and if you %vere ta stol)
liquor-drinking it would demnoralize the people. AIl Pro-
hibitionists are either fools or rascals-sorre of theni
are both.

On the w'hole the country is in a ver)' bad way leecausv'
the people wvill niot hc guided by the .8ystanéler.

PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION.
NE;vcoNtiB-", 1 wonder %why the ladies persist in wearing theji

dresses so very decoIIcté. "
STAVI'R-" They want il te lie Lnown. Ihat tlîey're - in ti--

svirn,' doncherknow."


