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THE only man we can excuse for wanting
the carth isthe pottery manufacturer, —Pifts-
buryh Chronicle Teleyraph.

PALM SUNDAY is not so called because of
the hand-shaking proclivities of the spring
candidates.—Clereland Sun.

EXI'LORER STANLEY’S arrival at Banana
would seem to argue that he is standing on
slippery ground. —lhiludelphic Times.

A 11rrLE burn makes a big smart some-
times. But even a big burn could not make
some people smart. —Somerrille Journal.

Ir is never 100 late to mend, but a man
cannot expect to have a button sewed on
much after midnight, — Hebrew Standard.

Ir a man would be happy he wanis to
keep as far from his wife as possible when
she is shopping. —Peck's Milwakee Sun,

Tne ideal wi‘e gets out of bed, lights the
fire, and has the breakfast prepared before
she calls the ideal husbaad. — Boston Couricr.

AN Indiana man fell dead Jaughing at a
pun.  Some puns are horrible enough to kill
a man—Dhut not with laughter. —Noiristorn
Herald.

I'tis premature to tel} any woman that she
is an angel umil it is seen how she can cook
a steak or boil a potato.—Lall River Ad-
raner,

*Treatr the clerks like gentlemen and
ladies,” ~ays Brother Talmage in some advice
to thuse who go shopping. There is certain-
ly a desire on the part of the ladies and gen-
temen 1o do so, good brother ; but the good-
heariedn. sy is occasionaily not necessary, and
in numerous cases the clerks won't let ‘em.

Gus DE 8wirn had been talking to
Birdie McGinnis about a certain actor.
“Humph ! I could play the lover belter
than that myself,”” he remarked. ¢ I'd like

to see you try it,” said Birdie.

¢ Tne car is full of alumni,” whispered
Miss Beekonstreet to her friend from the
West, as they both journeyed Cambridge-
ward in the horse car. ¢ Yes,” said the
Chicago girl, “and how it chokes one up,
don’tit? I wonder they don’t open the
ventilators.”—Boston Commercial Bulletin.

‘ HIUNTING yesterday, eh?
thing?” *No, I got disgusted and came
home carly.” ‘*What was the matter?”
¢ Dropped my flask on a stone and broke it
after I'd got five orsix miles into the woods."”
* Your powder flask 2” ¢ Towder flask !
No. I guess you don’t go hunting much, do
you ? "—Pittsburg Dispaich.

Kill any-

IT \WWAS ALL RIGHT.

‘* Does this street lead to the daypo?”
asked a very stylish young man of a drayman
on Jefferson Avenue,

It does, sir,”

‘““Ah! thanks.”

*“ Did you hear him call it daypo ?”* asked
the drayman of one of his craft after the
stranger had passed on.

‘¢ Indade, I did.”

¢ Wasn’t it strange ?

**Not a bit. He was evidently going to
Shay-cogo,”—Defroit Free Press.

AN AGGRESIVE POLICY
EXTINGUISHED.

My, Fire-ealer.—** Yes, sir! it is infam-
ous cowardice for Mr. Bayard to allow an
inferior power like Mexico to dictate to us.
Why, if I were in his place I'd——"

IVindow.— ** William !
you're smoking again?

Voice from the

Ji,—**N-n-no—I mean y-y--n-no,
(Disappears into the house.)

(3
my dear.”

TEACHER—** It you were president of a
county fair and wanted a gale tender, what
wouldyou do?”  Pupil—*Boil it.”-~Daun-
ville Brecze.

GuEsT—** You’re not taking any dinner,
Mrs. Meredith.” Iostess—** Thanks ! I've
had some of every dish.” Guest—* Well,
that’s not much ! "— Punch,

TomkryNs—*‘I can’t possibly make out
what’s coming (o our old coffee-house.
wanted ham and poached eggs there the other
day, and couldn’t get ‘em.” Wilkyns—
‘“Ah! and 7 wanted credit there the other
day, and couldn'’t get that ? "—Judy,

YouNG COrYDON is bound lo marry,
For sage advice he will not tarry.
The step he takes he’ll soon be ruing,
For filling always folluws wooir g.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM.

An 0Old Line Insurance Journals En-
dorsement of the Mutual Roserve.

Sosme fow years ago if the question were asked,
who is E. B. Harper, an answer would not have
been readily given by many insurance men. But
to-day, all over this country and beyond the seas,
almost everybody in the life insurance business
knows perfectly well very much concerning E. L.
Harper. He has been criticized sharply relative to
his methods, maligned severely concerning his

ractices, but has stood criticism and bad treatment,

as been attacked and pounded more than almost
any other insurance man that we know of, and stiil
he remains at the head of the Mutval Reserve Fund
Life Association, as unmoved by all the libels per-
petrated, as though he were an humble citizen with-
out fame or fortune, instead of being at the head of
such a great institution. ‘T'he Mutual Reserve Fund
Life Assaciation co ed doing busi in v88¢,
i1s income in these six years has been as follows :—

34,553 17
190,858 oo
637,442 ©8
945,261 14

1,580,879 39
1,852,639 49

It may be said that there is nothing in the system
of life insurance as devised by Mr. Harper, but if
such be assumed 10 be the fact one thing is certain,
Mr. Harper has succeeded in making a great many
people bLelieve there is_something in the natural
premium system, otherwise he would not have been
able to report un income of nearly $2,000,000 in the
sixth year of the company’s existence, arecord never
before achieved by any life insurance organization
in the world.

Facis aresaid to be stubborn thines, and when we
find an insurance company paying about $1,200,000
in death losses in a single year it is very evident
that the | iaries of the d d believed in the
Mutwal Reserve Fund T.ife As:ociation,

No other life insurance organization in the world
has been able to report $150,171,750 insurance in
force at the close of the sixth year of its existence.
No other life organization has been able 10 write
$37,050,500 of new Dusiness when it was only six
years old.

Only two of the life insurance companies in this
country wrotce a business in 1836 exceeding thae ot
the Mutnal Reserve IFund Life Asscciation. W hile
a life insurance company may write len, twenty or
fifty millions of insurance in a single year, yet from
many causes other than death, the percemage of
lapses is from the nature of the Lusiness very large,
in sanie cases amounting to forty, fifiy or more per
cent.  In the Mucual Kescerve Fund Life Assaciation
the lapscs from other causes than death amounted to
only 20 per cent. during the year 1886—a further
evidence that the policy-holders of this company not
only believe in the company, but believe in it ecnough
tostay in it. In a recent article published in the
L'nderworiter, we showed from she reports of twenty-
two lite companies, that 1he average amount paid in
death losses during 1886 upon insurance in force
wag $12.81 per $1000, upon the same basis we find
that the amount paid by the Mutual Reserve Fund
Life Association in 1886, was only $7.65 per Sto00 of
insurance in force. It is only fuir to add, that the
twenty-iwo companies referied 10 were of much
greater age than the Mutual Reserve Fund, theve-
fore their losses ought to be greater, but this showing
se¢ims to very effectually disprove the charge of
heavy death ratio in Mr. Llarper's arganization.

We do not pose as an apologist for Mr. Harper's
system of life insurance, and, judging by the success
he has achieved, he needs no apologist or defender.
He has, in these last six years, made himself onc of
the hest advertised men in life insurance circles in
this country, and now is seeking other lands to con-
yuer. He has been traduced and maligned, but
there is something in his nature which seems to
enable him to thrive under opposition, and the more
he is opposed, the more ndi.ule is cast upon him,
the more business he secures.

We venture the assertion that il the opponents of
his systein had simply let him alone, he would not
have achieved the most magnificent success which
had so far crowned his undertaking, Generousto a
fault, kind and considerate to all his friends and em
ployees, «.pposition seens to nerve him to still
greater eflorts: the more he is opposed the larger
volume of business he secures. You may kill this
man with kindness, but hard blows only scrve to
make him strike back the harder.--7/e Under-
Twriter.



