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Ghoist, but the Scriptures thensolves arc His
ownm writings. I do not draw back from Dean
Burgonî's declaration, " The Bible is the voice
of Hlim that sitellh on the tlhronc-every
chaptor, ovory sentonice-notsome part of it
more, and soie less, is voico,but ail his utter-
ance, absolue, faultleis, uiierriig."

KNEELING IN CliURCIH.

IiY TUE aEV. MOINTA(UE iow E, M. A.,

iaplain to the A1l.rchbishop of Canter>ury.
To nany of us the habit, on entering God's

flouse, of kneoling down tooffer a short petition,
and of adopting that posture ut ail times of
prayer, is so natural, that the necessity for
hvelliig upon the duty of " bowing hie Icnco"

appears supuriclous.
And yot it ik impossible Io disregard the fact

that there is a vasIL iurnumber (if people who iabi.
tunlly join in Divine worship, and yot utterly
ignore the obligation laid upon tlhe fbllowers of
Jeusu Christ, to ise the roeogenisd nethod of
showing the spi ri t of' devotioi.

The Old (itiLrnedt t supplies maiy instances
of' this c'ustom anouing t he choseun race. Ezra
tells us how " Il 111ponl My klicos, and spread
out mny hands unto the Lord iyv (od, and said
. i . i lsailn ov.-the Vrenite, whiih wo
srg daily in the Mornirng Sorvice-we are
invited " to worsliny and fall down, n itu kneel
boforo the Lord our' Malkor." We reiad how
i)aniel, afler the extraordimiiiu-y decroc made by
Kiig Dariuis,I " weit iito his bouse; and his
windows being openc in his chaiber toward
Jerusalmui, bhe 1knceled upon bis kinecs threo
times a diy, and piaydiLyi."

Similarly, in the Now Tustameit, WC learn
Ihowicr . I usC knUeied down and pratyed," in th
Gardon of' othsemii anuo. 1'lie samno words aru
liHeido St. SLephn, St. Potor, and St. Pauil. and
of th compIny ol tho faithiî at Ty ro.

ini t lic EjcistlJ to tie RZolnoans, St. PaIul, quot-
ing froi ilaiah, says . IL is writteii, As I live,
saiith the Lord, every knoo siii i bow to Mo, aînd
overy longue siail conifoi Ls t(roGo." Andl writ-
inig to the (ristiaIs a Pilippi, the AipostIe
ornes that, :ît th il iiamile of Josl.s ovory knoo
should bow."

Th utistomi of kn oolinig cidiinig prayer has
provifled fromt earliest limes ii the (histia
Chuc'h, twas so unii',the prayers gained

1 li nmiro 'of bontling,' ho kie.
The illiportnilo of' the praitc s indicated ii

our i'ruyer- Book (portions oi whlich liato back
for îchy conltuiries), iy the rubrics, or notes ex-
pliaiiaory of (lie service, wihicl givu the expliCit
directinis Chat, ai certain Illaces, the congro-
g*Ltion are to k nlofl. .l wie tako the '" Order for
il orniicg prayer ' as ai examliplo, wu tinid this
ru lo îaid downl, (1) beforo ie Confession ; (2)
bofoiro ihe A bsolution, to pronouinco which the
l'riest stLIids ; (3) Lbeforc the Lord s Prayer,
vlire priest iLIId pecop lo again k neol togoe ;let
(f) aftr the Crood ; (5) betoro the Colloets.

And in th Service of' the iloly Communion,
tie "l Invitation ' (as it is called) conuionicing

SYo, that (o truly and arnostlI . . . ex-
pl ains what is moenit by the word " to knol,"
becaiso i t urgos those w ho roiai n to partake of
the liusseed SLcramcont, te mrake their humblo
ioil'ssion to AInigrty God, imoukly kneling

uîpon theiri knoes."
The habit. seo commonr amng the mon of tie

congregation a gonration ago, t' standing uip
with tho hat iivorted, and ittorii g a short,
prayer whilo gar.ing inito it, is hîa1pily fast dy inîg
orut. But theru are mr'.any uircrrhos whore loung-
incg icross fron the suct to the Iook-rost is
sutstituted for tihe truc posture of kneulincg i
remcremiber lowN, at one church with whiclh I was
connectd, whre this customic wras prevalnit,
the Sunîdacy Sclcool childroi iot, iinicaturally,

endeavoured te imitate their eiders, But as
the pews were wide, and the children small, the
result was that occasionally a small boy, who
had wedged himself into the uincomfortable
position I have described, was unable to avoid
slipping, and consequently desconded with a
crash upon the floor.

1 do not wish to lay down a hard-and-fast, rule
that under no circumstance is a prayer te be
offered to Almighty God in any other position
than that of kceehng. on the contrary,I would
urge, and urge most strongly,that the practice of
ejaculatory prayer should be encouragod in
overy possible way. It frequently happens
that some critical decision is forced upon us
suddenly, or some strong temrptation assails us
without warning. At such times it is a great
prvilega te feel that, wherover we may be, and
whatever may be ourksurroundings,we have free
accoss for guidance and support to the Giver of
ail Good.

At the samo lime, I would earnestly do what
I can to discourage the practico-due partly te
thoughtlesscnoss. partly io indifferenco, and
partly to seif indulgence-of sitting or lounging
during those portions of thu the Church's
services whieh are appropriated te prayer and
worship.

Whei we lift up our boarts in spirit bofore
the Throno of Grace, We are approacinelig, as
humble suppliants, the great Ruler of the Uni-
verso, and it is fitting that wo should, by our
outward gesture, indicate the homago and re-
s1)ect which we fuel.

Wiat would be thought of the man who ap-
peared beforo his sovereign to receive some
mîrark of faveur, and rofusid to knoel wlhen his
knighthood, was conferred on him?

And yet flre are mnancy who will not pay
this iark of allegiance to the God-Alnighity
anid Eternal-at Whose bands they are craving
somlo groant blossing i

Wo are not conccerned with the question of
whother or not a prayor wili bu answorod if'
wol are standing or sitting, instead of knoling.
'The point is, are we prepared to go out of ounr
way to ignore the uiîîversal practico of the
Christian Clirci as to the posture ici wicih
prayor i8 oflerod, ana th uns fail in devotion
and respects to Him Wlo lcars and answers
our potitions ?

Lastly, lot us remeniber low easily others
aire led' by exaniplo. is it right togive a weakor
brother, or tie vouing whom we wish to train
in habits of reverence, tie opportunity of' ox-
cusing Choir own laziness by quoting our
action ?

Lot ovurything be done dceitly and in
odr."

Whlreir you sing your praisos, stand. Wlonr
you ioar the Word road or proacld, sil. When
you pray, Iceel upon your kices.-The Church
Mronthli.

To the Editor of the C acii GUARDlIAN :

)EARî Su,-if Mr. Boydell will take the
trouble to look at my latter again ie will so
that 1 used the word " missions" as correspond-
irg to " parisies."

Thore are less than 30 such missions (or head
centres in chargo of' clergymen or catechists)
in Algona, and thoroforo ny argumtent holds
good. Yours truly,

CrIAs. H. MOCKniDiE.
Toronto, June 5th, 189-4.

It is well.known that most, if not aill, of the
aneiont provincial Churches possessed each
theirown Liturgy, whici wiiio adhoring te the
one grand central point, yet admritted of great
varioties ofdotail ; in fiact, our own Church in
thre thirty-furth Article says : "Ilt is not rie-
cessary that Traditions and Corionios be in ail
places one or utterly liko, for at Ill tines Lhey
have beet divers."

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

Nature is wonderfuIl, and the existence -of a
God is not a greaîter wonder. Indeod, the uiii-
verse prosents to us an unsolvable riddle save
on the hypothesis that there is a God. The
attitude of assent, dissent, doubt, alike admit
the existence of the riddle. It is the will, not
the reason, that refuses the natural solution.

The Christian life is based on this primary
truth. Modern science confirms it. By its
discovery of the correlation of forces, it shows
us that thora is but Energy in the miaterial uni-
verse. This Energy is seen to be an intellectu:l
one, fer it requires intelligence te understand
it. It is an i'ternal one, for it must be self-
moved. It is a personal or Self-knowing Energy,
for it cannot know less than itself. It is ai
absoluto and unconditioned one, for Personality
does nct imply limitation, but the want of'
Personality woild.

Psychology aise confirms our boliof. Man is
part of the riddle, and his own nature ielps liii
to tire answer. Our mental processes reveail
God's existence, just as the act of bodily respir.
ation reveals an atmosphere. We ail begin to
reason in accordance with a pro-existing, mental
law of causation, which is as indopondent cf

nan's existence as are the laws of mathematics.
We assert that some truths are absoiitoly and
entiroly and uniiversally true, and We know
thom thom te be so, though ail that our reason-
ingprocesses can domonstrate is that they are
prohiably true. In other words, seme of our
mental processes are proformod just as a
machine in a factory moves by being conneet-
cd by a bolt with the great shaft that runs
througlh the room, which is itsolf sot and kept
in motion by the great angine out et' siglit.
Thus our mental processes reveal Him in Whom
we live and move and have our being, and with.
out using whose intellect we can no more reason
and knrow as we do, than without His Power
we can draw a breath. Moreover, having spiril.-
ual poivers as wel as montal, we can as spiritual
beings hold communion with God. The hypo-
thesis of' reason can be demonistrated by experi-
ment. We cain corne to knrow Hlim. Wo can
not only speak, as througlh a telepionîe, and get
his answor as from a distant throne, but wre cai
find lim very ieur indeud, eveu withiiiii ouir-
suives. Let us coaso from reasoning, froi
doubting, and liston aird act. " Bo stili then
know that I aum God." Every movement o'
conscience, cvery aspiration lor a btter life i:
froni Ilimt. The it misry,unsdfctionness
emptiness of a lifo apart fron Hi in, is a proof
that interior communion with lis Life in ineed-
cd to giv satisfaction, peace and joy to the souil.
Tire soul was made for God and il ik fuil of un-
rest until it finds its rest in Mim, and deu
-within the soul an all-forgiving, patornal Voice
is hueurd sayiIg " My child cone back, cone
homo te God."

Radiant in ils. moral boauty, stands .es
Christ anong the childron of mon. If' we ar
united to lim we are in a niow nd hlirer wray
than that of nature united to God. Are we
growing inr that union ? Hlere are soin good
signs. If' wo are discontented with our prenit
spiritual condition. If wo are mrore1 conisan

of our needs. wleaknesses, and have less trust in
ourselvs. If We are deponding less on uir
resolutions and strength and mure on Christi
aid. If WC are learning to live one day at a
tima and leaving our spiritual future te (i d.
If we foel that God bas somrethincg for us to dl
in the advancement of His Kiigdom. If any
special devotion is kindling in our heart draw-
inîrg uis to an imiitation of' some feature of oir
Lord's lifd. If' any one of these signs is to be
found within thee, take courage. There is ni
life se urll of joy a1s a lifu of' devotion. Ilegm,
anow and lot Cirist load thou on.-Tie Diocee
of Fonl duc Lac.

June 6, 1894.


