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Ghost, but the Seriptures themselves are His
own writings. 1 do not draw back from Dean
Burgon's decluration, © The Bible is the voico
of Him that mueth on the throne—every
chapter, every sontonce—notsome part of it
more, and wome less, His voice,but all his utter-
ance, absolute, faultless, unerring.”

KNEELING IN CHURCIH,

BY THE REV, MONTAGUE FOWLER, M, A,,

Chaplain o the Archbishop of Canterbury.

To many of us the hubit, on entaring Ciod’s
House, of kneoling down to offer a short potition,
and of adopting thut posture at all times of
prayer, is 80 natural, that the necossity for
dwelling upon the duty of ** howing the lnee ”
appoars superfluous.

And yol it is impossiblo to disrogard the fuct
that thore is n vast number of peoplo who habi-

tunlly join in Divine worship, and yot utterly
ignore Lthe obligntion laid upon the followers of
Jesuy Christ, to uwe the recognised method of
showing the spirit of” devotion,

Tho Old Testament supplios many instances
of thin custom amonng the choson race, Rzra
tolly us how “1 foll upon my lkneos, and sproad
out my handsunto the Lord my God, and suid

In Paalm xov,—the Venite, which wo
sing daily in tho Morning Sorvice—wo are
invited *to worslup and fall down, unl kneol
hoforo the Lord ocur Makor” Wo read how
Dunicl, aftor tho extraordinury decreo made by
King Darius, * went into his house; and his
windows boing opon in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he lneeled upon his knees three
timos o duy, and prayed,”

Similarly, in tho New Tostamont, wo learn
how Josus ¢ kneeled down and prayed,” in tho
Gardon of Gothsemano, The sumo words are
used of St Stephen, St. Petor, and St. Paul. and
of the company of tho faithlul at Tyro.

In tho Epistle to tho Romans, St Pauly quot-
ing from Isainh, suys: © Ltis written, As 1 live,
saith tho Liovd, overy kneo shull bow to Me, and
overy tonguo shall confess Lo God.”  And writ-
ing to tho Cristinns at Philippi, tho Apostle
nrgen that ** at the nume of Josus every knoo
should bow.”

The custom of knooling during prayer has
provailed from earliest times in tho Christian
Church, [t was vo universal the prayors gained
the mmo ot ** bonding the knee.”

The importance of the practico is indicatod in
out 'euyoer-Book (portions of which dato back
for many conturies), by the rubrics, or notes ox-
planntory of the servico, which give the oxplicit
divections that, at cortain places, the congro-
geation aro to knoel, It wo tako the © Ordor for
Morning peayer™ as an oxamplo, we tind this
rulo fuid down, (1) before the Confession ; (2)
hofore the Abselution, to pronounce which the
Priest stands ; (3) bofore the Lord s Prayor,
where Priostand poople again kneol together;
(1) altor tho Creed; (5) botoro the Collocts.

And in the Service of the Iloly Communion,
the ** Invitation ™ (as it is called) commoncing
Yy, that do truly and eamestly . . . ox-
plaing what is monnt by the word “to kueol,”
boenuso it urgos thoso who vomain to partake of
tho Blossod Sacrament, * to make their humble
confossion to Almighty God, wmockly kneoling
upon their knoes,”

Tho habit, so common among the mon of the
cougrogation u goneration ago, of standing up
with the hat inverted, and uttoring n short
prayor while garinginto it, is happily fastdying
out. But thoro nre many churchos whore Joung-
ing aeross from tho seat to tho book-rost is
substitutod for the truo posture of kucoling, |
remembor how at ono church with which [ was
connectod, whaore this custom was provajont,
tho Sunday School childron not, unnaturally,

ondeavoured to imitate their elders, But as
the pews were wide, and the children small, the
result was that occasionally a small boy, who
had wedged himself into the uncomfortable
position I have described, was unable to avoid
slipping, and consequently descended with a
crash upon the floor,

[ do not wish tolay down a hard-and-fast, rule
that under no circumstance is & prayer to be
olfered to Almighty God in any other position
than that of kneeling. Onthe contrary,l would
urge, and urge most strongly,that the practice of
ojuculutory prayer should be encouraged in
overy possible way. It frequently happens
that soma critical decision is forced upon us
suddenly, or some strong temptation assuils us
without warning, At such times it is a great
puivilege to feel that, wherever we may be, and
whatever may be our surroundings, we have free
accons for guidance and support to tho Giver of
all Good.

At the samo time, I would curnestly do what
I can to discourage the practico—due partly to
thoughtlessness, partly tlo indifference, and
partly to solf indulgoence—of sitting or lounging
during those portions of tho the Church’s
servicos which are appropriuted to prayer and
worship,

When wo lift up our hearts in spirit bofore
tho Throno of Grace, we are approuching, as
humble suppliants, the great Ruler of the Uni-
verse, and it is fitting thual wo should, by our
outward gosturo, indicate the homage and re-
spect which we feol,

What would be thought of the man who ap-
peared boforo his wovereign to reccive some
mark of favour, and rofusod to kneel when his
knighthood, was conferred on him?

And yot there are many who will not pay
this murk of allegiance to the God—Almighly
and Fternal—at Whose bands thoy are craving
somo groat blessing |

Woure not concernod with the uestion of
whother or not a prayer will bo answered it
wo nrostanding or sitting, instead of knecling.
‘I'he pointis, are we propared to go out of our
way Lo ignore the universul practice of the
Christinn Church as to the posture in which
prayer is offerod, and thus fail in devotion
and respects to Him Who hears and answors
our potitions ?

Lustly, lot us romomber how oansily othors
aro lod’ by examplo, it right togive a wealor
brother, or the young whom wo wish to train
in habits of reverence, tho opportunity of ox-
cusing their own laziness by quoting our
action ?

“Liot overything be done decontly and in
ordor,”

Whon you sing your praises, stand. Whon
you hoar tho Word road or preached, sit. Whon
you pray, kncel upon your knces.—1The Church
Monthly,

To the Editor of the Cuuvuct GUARDIAN:

Dear Sie,—If Mr. Boydell will take the
trouble to look at my letter again he will sce
that I usod tho word *missions" as correspond-
ing to * parishes,”

Thoro are less than 30 such missions (or head
contres in chargo of clorgymon or cutochists)
in Algoma, and thorefore my argumoent holds
good. Yours truly,

Cuas. II. Mocknipae,

Toronto, June 5th, 1894,

1t 18 wellknown that most, if not all, of the
ancient provincial Churches possessed cach
their own Liturgy, which while adhering to the
ono grand central point, yet admitted of great
variotios ofdetail ; in fact, our own Chureh in
tho thirty-fourth Article says: “It is not ne-
cessary that Traditions and Coremonios be in all
places ono or utterly like, for at all times they
have beou divors.”

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

Nature is wounderful, and the existence »f
(rod is not a greater wonder. Indecd, the uni-
vorso presents to us an unsolvable riddle save
on the hypothesis that there is a God. The
attitude of assent, dissent, doubt, alike admit
the existence of the riddle. It is the will, not
the reason, that refuses the natural solution,

The Christian life is based on this primary
truth. Modern science comfirms it. By iis
discovery of the correlation of forces, it shows

us that there is but Energyin the material uni.
verse. This Fnergy is seen to bo anintellectusl
one, for it requires intelligence to understand
it. Tt is an liternal oune, for it must be sclf-
moved, It is o personal or Self-knowing Linergy,
for it cannot know less than itself. It isun
absolute and unconditioned one, for Porsonality
doos not imply limitation, but the want of
Personality would,

Prychology also confirms our beliof. Man is
part of the riddle, and his own naturo helps him
to the answer. Our mental processes reveal
God’s existenco, just as the act of bodily respir.
ation roveals an atmosphere. We all begin to
reason in aceordance with a pre-existing, mental
law of causation, which is a8 independent of
man's existence 4s are the laws of mathematies,
Wo agsert that some truths aro absolutely and
ontiroly and universally true, and wo kunow
them them to be so, though all that our reason-
ing processes can domonstrateis that they are
prohably truo.  In other words, some of our
mental procosses are proformod just as a
muachine in a factory moves by boing connect-
od by o belt with the great shuft that runs
through tho room, which is itself set and kopt
in motion by the great engine out of sight.
Thus our mental processes roeveal Him in Whom
we live and move and havo our being, and with.
out using whose intellect we can no moroe reason
and know as wo do, than without Mis Power
we cundraw a breath. Moroover, having spirit-
ual powors as well as mental, wo can as spiritual
beings hold communion with God. The hypo-
thesis of reason can be demonstrated by experi-
mont, We can come to know Him. Wo can
not only speak, as through a telephone, and got
his answor as from & distant throne, but we cun
find Ilim very nour indeed, evon within our-
selves, Lot us coeaso from reasoming, from
doubting, and listen and act.  * Bosull then
know that I am God.” Ivery movement of
conscionco, every aspiration for a bottor lite ix
from Him. The felt miseryunsidsfactionness,
emptiness of a lifo apart from Him, is a proos
that interior communion with His Life in need-
ed 10 givo satistaction, peace and joy to the soul.
Tho soul was mnde for God and it is full of un-
rost until it tinds its rost in Him, and deep
within tho soul an all-forgiving, patornal Voice
is heard saying “ My child come back, come
hownoe to God.”

Radiant in Iis. moral boauty, stands Jesus
Christ wmong the children of men. 1f we are
united to Ilim we are in a new wnd higher way
than that of naturo united to God. Are we
growing in that union? Hers are some good
signs, It wo are discontonted with our present
gpivitual condition. Lf wo are more cognisan:
ot our noeds, weaknesses, and hiave less trust in
ourselves. [f we are depending less on our
rosolutions and strength and more on Christ’s
aid. 1f wo are learning to live one day at
time and leaving our spiritual fature to (il
If we feol that God has something for us to do
in the advancement of His Kingdom. Ifany
special devotion is kindling in our hearts draw-
ingus to an imitation of some feature of our
Lord’s life, 1t any ono of these signsisto be
found within theo, take courage. Thereis no
life so full of joy as a life of devotion. Begin
anow and let Christ lond theo on.—The Diocese
of Fond du Lac,



