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THA OHUROH GUARDIAN;

maintenance of Church aud Olergy is dependent
entirely upon his volontary offerings,” We are
afraid that this has not proved at least in this
Oanada of ours effective to secure adequate con-
tribntions from the oocupiers of free seats,

In regard to the OpaN CHOROH movement
the report sfirme tbat for many years it has
been in perpetual growth, and that the * growth
to-day is at rather greater than at lesser speed
than - previoualy,” Hach week one or more
announcements of its adoption appear in the
gecular press, In the Diocese of Chester it is
estimated that one hundred and fifty or nearly
one ha!f of the churches and chapels are now
free and sittings therein nnappropriated ; and
in the Diccese of Liverpool about sizty, or one-
fourth of the whole, In the United States it is
said that seventy-eight and three quarters per
cent, of the Episcopal Churches are of this
olass, -

The Association also circulates from time to
time leafléts bearing upon the matters in which
they are interested. Of one of these ** Why do
You Want Me to go to Chureh ? " forty five
thousand has been circulated during the yesr;
and of another ** Pablic Worship Binding upon
All and to be Supported by All” sizty thousand
copies have been pubiished and digposed of. It
also publishes “The Open OChburch Monthly
Paper” which ciroulates to some extent through
the Colonial Diooeses,

THE MINISTERING CHILDREN'S
LEAGUE,

]

- The Canadian Branch of the Churoh of Eng-
land M.C.L. appears from its report for the

| year 1890, now before us, to have extended
iteelf fairly throughout this Eoclesiastioal Pro.
vince, Itnumbers among its patroas-the Lord
Bishops of Nova Scotis, Toronto, Montresl,
Ontario, Nisgara, Algoms, and aleo the Bishop
of Saskatchewan and Calgary. The objeat of
the Aseociation is stated to be ¢ To promote
kindnese, unselfishness, and the habit of nsefal.
ness amongst children and to create in their
minds an earnest desire to help the needy and
- guffering. To ajd the nesessity of the poor by
supplying them with warm olothing, comforts,
eto,” Children of all ages are eligible for mem.-
~ bership which oconsists of ordinary members,
sssoointes, honorary associates, patrons and,
officers, Parents and others whose privilege it
is to watch over the welfare of ohildren are
' algo invited fo join the Association, Members
poy for their admission ocard and can con~
tribute through collestion bozes and otherwice.
Parochial branches may he formed in each par.
ish in any diocese and may work for apd muy
contribate to such objects us they may select,
‘but it i8 recommended that some of these at
least shall be of & missionary charaoter. Each
parcchisl branch sbell have a parochial secre
tary appointed by the reotor of the psrish and
'the organizing secretary of the diocese, The
Parochial secretaries shall keep a list of all who
.join, send out notices of meetings, preside
'thereat and receive work done by members,
* Bach Dicoesnn Secretary reosives and forwards
. to the Central Secretary the annual report of
“her branches on or before the the 30th day of
& November, of each yesr ; and the central Seore-
‘tary arranges them and forwards them to the
' Referee before the 16th day of December of
each year, -

The Report gives the following instruotions
 for forming & Branch :—
How to Start a Branch—When it is desired
: to establish & Branch of the League in any
town, village, or distriot, the first step is to
obtain the consent, and if possibla the co-opera-
tion of the Clergy. Then write to the Central
Beoretaries, Mrs, Alan Macdougall, 86 Rusholme
 Road, Toronto, Mre: S. G. Wood, 100 Pembroke
Btreet, Toronto, who will be glad to supply
¥ Cards of Membership, Papers, Magszines, &o.

A meeting of parents and children should be

held, and the Lieague laid before them, A local|
Branch Sscretary and Assistant Seoretary must
be elected, whose duty it will be to keep a list
of the names of all who join, to send ont notices
of meetings, to receive the work done by the
children for the poor, and also any money
Yhich may be colleoted for charitable purposes
in conngetion with the League,

Roporta for the Annual meeting were received
from 13 branches in the Diogese of Toronto ;
12 in Ontario; 6 in Niagara ; 3 in Huron; 8
in Quebec ; 3 in Montreal; 1 in Algoma, New
Brunswick and Saskatohewan and Calgary; 43
in all representing & membership of over 2,000,

WISE COUNSEL.

And here let me say & word corcerning the
responsibility of those who are the little flaoks,
without shepherds, in our rural towns,

If there is any gradation in the responsibility
of Church people for allegiance und devotion
to the Church, that responsibility increases in
the same ratio as the number of Church people
diminishes. 1f there are only two or thres
Church people in the village, they should meet

on the Lord's day, to read the service snd to
claim the blessing of Him who promises to be
whore two or three are gathered together. If
there is only one child, he shounld be tsught the
use of the Prayer Book, the Catechism, and be
prepared for Confirmation. The little band
should keep in tonoh with the great Church of
our fathers, beantiful in her songs of praise,
holy in her rule of life, reverent in her worship,
seriptural in her teachings, blessed in the gifte
gho has transmitted from the Master himself
through the agos all along, leading around and
around the Master, but never farfrom him in
the circle of her Christian Year, solemnizing
each great eventu of life, from infancy to the
tomb, in services whose beanty charms, and
whose teachings bless all who hear them, Yes,
be true. dear brethren, to the Church ; be more
faithful to her when she is desolate and has few
to comfort her ; be most true to her principles
when you alone represent them !

And when we havedone sll this ; when the
laity bave, by self-eacrifice, given all they oan ;
when the clergy in the field have multiplied
their labors ; when others have enlisted as lay
readers; and when 1helitile shepherdless flooks
have rallied about the standard of the Church,
wo will not yet be able to complete the work
given us to do, unless we shall have for two or
three years -generous gifts from without the
dioccese.,~— Bithop of West Missouri in Church
vews,

THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST.

It is certainly a very striking faot that of all
the innumerable millions of the human race

that have existed on the earth, the only oom-
plete genealogy that is known is that which
conneots the firat Adam with the second Adam,
Ali others run into a8 fable, or other forms of
darkness. Queen Viotoria traces her lineage
up to Cerdio, king of the West 8axons, who is
said to have been the fifteenth in descent from
Odin. Bnt the names of the fifteen are miss-
ing: and even if they were givea they would
oarry us only about to the Christian era, leaving
four thonsand yeara entirely blank. To make
it more remarkable, the genealogy of Christ is
given us through #wo different lines or hranches
not one only. The Jews themselves, 8 noe
Christ’s day, have lost their genealogies, which
until he came had heen kept with such marvel-
ous oare, the like of which has never been
known elsewhere in the world. And as Christ
was the Son of God ue well as the son of Man,
so in St. Luke's sscending genealogy, when we
reach the first Adam, there is added, ‘ Adem
which was the Son of God.—Zev. J, H, Hop-

king, D.D,

CONTEMPORARY OHUROH OPINION.
ZLiving Church : T
If ‘the world’ is to have the confirming of the
recent episcopsl election in Massachusetts there

is no doubt that Dr. Brooks will be consecrated.
And, unquestionably, the inflaence of public
opinion will be very strongly felt. The emi.-
nence of the candidate as & preacher, his breadth
and liberality, his contempt for the polioy of
the Ohurch, for rubrics and csnons, when, as
The Independent exprosses it, ‘tho spiritual up-
lifting of the people is to be considered,’all win
for him the general applause of the secular and
much of the religious press. Thereis a great
tendency even on the part of some Churchmen,
to regard the conditions and limitations which
the Church imposes, ax somehow antagonistio
to the work of ‘sviritual uplifting,’ when, asa
matter of fact, they are the means by whioh
the wisdom of tha Church has desided that that
uplifting is to be effected, It seems to be con-
gidered, in many quarters, that all such res-
trictions may be logitimately swept aside, at
the will of a strong man who tainke he knows
& better way, Self-will, combined with popular
gifts, is - mistaken for divine inspiration. Itis
forgotten that such a man, equally with his
brother of humbler gifts, has solemnly pledged
himself to observe the restrictions which the
Charoch has imposed, that he exeroises his
ministry only under the conditlon of minister-
ing 'the doctrine and saoraments, and the
disvipline of Christ, as the Lord hath command-
ed, and a8 this Church bath received the same,’
and of being ready ‘to banish and drive away
from the Church all erroneous and strange
dootrines contrary to God's Word.! There
oannot be one rule for the man of genius, and
another for the rank and file of humanity, This
was, it i8 true, the Gospel acoording to Carlyle,
and at an earlior pericd was applied to the
case of kings as belng exempt from the code of
morals, which is binding upon men in general,

Church Bells :
At the meeting of the Liondon Diocesan Cone
foronce held at King's College lust Wednesday

woek & motion was brought forward by Mr.
Goorge Spottiswoode to the effact that it was
desirable there should be a celebration of the
Holy Commaunion in every Church at lesst
once in the forenoon of every Sunday, Mr.
Spottiswoode's motion was oarried ; but, two
years ago, it would appear, & very similar
motion wes thrown out; and even this time it
seoms to have been thought necessary to urge
membeors to be sure and come up to the Confer-
ence in order to make sure of the thing being
passed, It would not have been ecasy to an
early Christian to imagine Christian people
questioning whether or not the Holy Commu~
nion was to be celebrated on the Lord's Day;
we have reason to ba thankfal that nowadays
to a vast number of Charch people snch ques.
tioning and debate seems strangely nnaooount-
able. Aud Mr. Spottiswoode's motion, too, was
putin the least aggrossive form imaginable,
He did not ask the Conference to atate ita miad
that there should be a celshration at some very
early hour, for thon those who have & suspicion
of fasting Commaunion might have baea alarm-
ed ; oor that there should slways bo a midday
celebration, for then those who have a suspicion
of non-commauniocating attendanoe might have
been slarmoad ; ho asked for no more than that
there should be a celebration some {ime in the
fornoon, There sre many strange things which
the Paritan spirit imposed npon us, and which
it will take ns many a long day to get wholly
rid of; but there are none more strange than
our shyness about the Holy Commanion, To
couceive this one sorvice of ail others as some-
thing to be held cnly atlong intervals is togo
about as far away from the primitive spirit of
Ohristian worship aa perbaps it is well possible
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