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maintenanca of Church and Clergy is dependent
entirely upon hie voluntary offerimge," We are
afraid that this bas not proved at least in this
Canada of ours effective te seoure adequate con.
tributions from the occupiers of free seats.

In regard te the Omu C onsn movement
the report affirme tbat for many years it bas
beon in porpetual growth, and that the " growth
to-day i at rather greater than at lasser speed
than -previously." Each woek one or more
announoements of its adoption appear in the
secular pros. In the Diocese of Chester it is
estimated that one hundred and fifty or nearly
une half of the churches and chapels are now
freo and sittings thorein unappropristed ; and
in the Diocese of Liverpool about hixty, or one.
fourth of the whole. lu the United States it is
said that sOventy-eight and three quarter. par
cent, of the Episcopal Churches are of this
claa.

The Association aiso circulates from time to
time leaflôta bearing upon the matters in which
they are interested. Of one of these " Why do
You Want Me te go te Chareh ? "fortyfiue
thouand bas beon cireulated during the year ;
and of another " Publie Worship Binding upon
Alil and to be Supported by All" sixty thousand
copies have bean publiahed and diaposed of. It
also publishes " The Open Church Mon thly
Paper" which circulates te seme extent through
the Colonial Dioceses.

TEB MINISTEBRNG CHILDR&N'B
LEAGaUB.

The Canadian Branch of the Church of Eng-
land M.C.L. appears from its report or the
year 1890, now before ne, to have extended
itself fairly tbroughout this Ecclasiastical Pro.
vince. It numbers among its patroas the Lord
Bishopa of Nova Scotia, Toronto, Montreal,
Ontario, Niagara, Algoma, and alseo the Bishop
of Saskatchewan and Calgary. The object of
the Association is stated te be " To promote
kindnese, unselfishness, and the habit of useful.
riais amengst ebidren sud te croate iu thair
minds su earnest desire te he]p the ncedy and
snffering. To aid the necessity of the poor by
suppiying tbem with warm clothing, comforts,
eto." Ohildren of all ages are eligible for mem-
bership which consista of ordinary members,
associater, bonorary asaociates, patrons and
officors. Parents and others whose privilege if"
is to -watch over the welfare of children are
alseo invited te join the Association. Members
psy for their admission card and can con-
tribute through collection boxes and otherwise.
Parochial branches may be formed in eaci par
ish in any diocese and may work for and may
contribute to such objecta as they may select,
but it la recommended that somo of these at
least shall be of a missionary character, Each
parochial branch shall have a parochial secre
i tary appointed by the roctor of the parisi and
the organizing secretary of the diocese, The
Parochial secretaries shall keep a list of all who
join, send out notices of meetings, preside
thereat and receive work done by members.
Bach Diocesan Secretary receives and forwards
ta the Central Secretary the annuai report of
her branches on or before the the 30th day of
November, of each year; and the central Secre-
tary arranges them and forwards thom te the
Referee before the 15th day of December cf
each year.

The Report gives the following instructions
for forming a Branch :-

Hou to BSart a Branck-Whon it is deeired.
to establiah a Branch of the League in any
town, village, or district, the firat stop is te
obtain the consent, and if possibla the ce-opera-
tion of the Clergy. Thon write te the Central
Secretaries, Mrs. Alan Macdougall, t6 Rusholme
Road, Toronto, Mrs. S. G. Wood, 100 Pembroke
Street, Toronto, who will be glad to supply
Carda of Memberahip, Papers, Magazines, &e.
,. meeting of parente and children should be
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held, and the League laid before ther. A local
Branch Seeratary and Assistant Secretary must
be elocted, whose duty it wiil be to keep a list
of the names of ail who join, te send out notices
of meetinga, to receive the work doue by the
children for the poor, and ailso any money
,which may be colloted for charitable purposea
in connotion with the League,

Reporta for the Annual meeting were received
from 13 branches in the Dioceso of Toronto;
12 in Ontario; 6 in Niagara ; 3 in Huron; 8
in Quebee; 3 in Montreal; 1 in Algoma, New
Brunswick and Saskatchewan and Calgary ; 43
in ail representing a membership of over 2,000.

WISE COU RIBL.

And bore lot me say a word coneorning the
responsibility of those who are the little fIloks,
witbout shepherds, in our rural towns.

If there le any gradation in the responsibility
of Church people for allegiance and devotion
te the Church, that responsibility increases in
the same ratio as the number of Church people
diminishes. If thora are only two or thren
Church people in the village, they should meut
on the Lord's day, to read the service and te
claim the blessing of Hlim who promises to be
where two or three are gathered together. If
thora is only one child, he should bo taught the
use of the Prayer Book, the Cateohisrm, and b
prepared for Confirmation. The little band
should keep in touch with the great Church of
our fathers, beautifal in ber songe of praie1
holy in ber rule of life, reverent in ber worship,
scriptural in ber teschings, blessed in the gift
aIe has tranamitted from the Master himself
through the ages all along, leading around and
around the Master, but nover far from him in
the circle of ber Christian Year, solemnizing
oacI grea.t avent cf bile, freont infsncy te tire
Lomb,g l services whose beauty charms ad
whose teaohinga blase aIl who hear them. Yes,
ho true dear brethron, te the Church ; be more
faithful te ber when ahe is desolate and bas few
te comfort ber ; be most true te lier principles
when you alono represent them I

And whon we have done all this ; when the
laity have, by seif-sacrifice, given ail they an ;
whon the clergy in the field have multiplièd
their labors ; when others have cnlisted as lay
readers; and when tholittIe shepherdless flooka
have railied about the standard of the Church,
wo will not yet be able te complote the work
given us te do, unless we shall have for two or
three years generous gifte from without the
diocese.-Bihop of West Missouri in Church

THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST.

It is certainly a very striking fact that of all
the innumarable millions of the human race
that have existed on the earth, the only com-
plote genealogy that is known ia that which
connecte the first Adam with the second Adam.
Ali others run into a fable, or other forme of
darkness. Queen Victoria traces ber lineage,
up ta Cerdie, king of the West Saxons, who is
enid to bave been the fifteenth in descent from
Odin. But the names of the fifteen are miss.
ing: and even if they were givea they would
carry us only about te the Christian ora, leaving
four thousand years entirely blank. Te make
it more remarkable, the genealogy of Christ is
given us through tiwo different lines or branches
not one only. The Jows thomselvus, s noe
Christ's day, have lost their genealogies, which
until ho came had bean kept with sucoh marvel-
eus cara, the like of which has never been
known elsewbere in the world. And as Christ
was the Son of God as well as the son of Man,
se in St. Luke's ncending genoalogy, whon we
reaol the firt Adam, there i added, ' Adam
which was the $on of God.-Rev. J H, HOp.
kins, D.D.

CONTEMPORAR Y CEURCE OPINION.

living Church:
If 'the world' ia te have the eonfirming of the

recoent episcopal eleotion in Massachusetta there
is no doubt that Dr. Brooks will be consecrated.
And, unquestionably, the influence of public
opinion will ta very strongly fait. The ami-
nonce of the candidate as s preacher, his breadth
and liberality, his contempt for the policy of
the Churoh. for rubrics and canons, when, as
The Indepenient expresses it, 'the spiritual up.
lifting of the people is te be considored,'all wiu
for him the general applause of the secular and
much.of the religions press. Thera is a great
tendency even on the part of soma Churehmen,
to regard the conditions and limitations which
the Chureh imposes, ah somehow, antagonistie
to the work of 'asrituat uplifting,' when, as a
matter of fact, they are the means by which
the wisdom of the Churoh bas deeided that that
uplifting is te b effected. It seeins te b con-
sidered, in many quarters. that ail such res-
trictions may b legitimately swept aside, at
the will of a strong man who tiinks he knowa
a botter way. Self-will, combined with popular
gifts, is mistaken for divine inspiration. It is
forgotten that such a man, equally with bis
brother of humbler gifta, bas solemnly pledged
himself te observe the restrietions which the
Chureh bas imposcd, that he exorcises his
ministry only under the condition of minister-
ing 'the doctrine and eauraments, and the
discipline of Christ, as the Lord bath.commxand-
cd, and as this Church bath received the same,'
and of bcing ready 'to banish and arive away
from the Church all erroneous and strange
doctrines contrary te God's Word.' There
cannot b one rule for the man of genius, and
another for the rank and file of humanity. This
was, it ia truc, the Gospel according to Carlyle,
sud ai an earlior poriod was applied te thc
case of kinga as helng exempt freno the code of
morale, which is binding upon mon in general.

Church Bell:
At the meeting of the Lundon Diocesan Con.

forence held at King'a College last Wednesday
week a motion was brought forward by Mr.
George Spottiswoode to the effoot that it was
desirable there ehould ba a calebration of the
Holy Communion in cvcry Church ut least
once in the forenoon of every Sunday. Mr.
Spottiswoode's motion was carried; but, two
years ago, it would appear, a very similar
motion «as thrown out; and oven this time it
seams te have beon thought noeassary te urge
members te bo sure and come up te the Confer.
ence in order te make sure of the thing being
passad. It would not bave beau easy to an
aarly Christian te imagine Christian people
questioning whether or not the Holy Comma-
nion was te h celebrated on the Lord's Day;
we have reason te b thankfal thait nowadayo
to a vast number of Charch people suh ques.
tioning sud debate sema strangely unaccount-
able. And Mr. Spottiswoode's motion, too, was
put in the lest aggrossive form imaginable.
He did not ask the Conference to state its mind
that thora should be a celebration at some very
early hour, for then those who have a suspicion
of fasting Communion might have been alarm-
cd ; no»r that thero sbould always b a midday
celebration, for thon those who have a suspicion
of non-communicating attendance might have
been alarmed; he asked for no more than that
thrae should b a celebration soma time in the
fornoon. Thero are many atrange thing which
the Puritan spirit imposed upon us, and which
it will take u many a long day to get wholly
rid of; but thère are noue more atrange than
our shynesa about the Holy Communion, Te
concoive this one service of ail othera as some.
thing t o aheld only at long intervals la te go
about as far away fron the primitive spirit of
Christian worship as perhaps it is well possible
to go.


