JANUARY 4, 1873

the sume notions respecting it mny be fouund umong the effu.
stons of most of the ancient poets; indeed, there is scarcely a
poet, ancient or modern, who does noL apwk of theow! in this
point of view,
Spenser, in the Fuairie Queene, gives us:
“The itl-fuced owle, death’s dreadful messengere.”
In Shakspenre's Henry VI, we find—

“'The ominous and fearful owl of death.”

And in the Cumedy of Errors we have the owl associated
with ¢ gobling and clvish sprites.”

The superstitious opinion that the owl is the harbinger of
death, still prevails nmong the ignorant of tnodern Burope,
In K ngluml noe vlllngq, ghost, or fairy dance, no pigmy maze,
or huunted houzw is more cammon than n death foretold by
the owl,

The striking and peculinr look of this bird, its loud und
digmal cry, uttered often when all other birds are quict, as
well ag its being the bird of nlght are the circumstances
which, aided by an ovensional coincidence of events, have
cansed the owl to be regarded in the light of an cvil omen.,

The dread attached to owls scems to have buen extended to
other birds of the night, & circumstance which rather cor-
robortex the iden let. th\ y were dreaded, in a great measure,
from beivg companions of darkness and obsc aurity. The hr.»l-
low hrmmxug of the bittern from a pool ou u still evening,
uud the hoarse sound of the fern-fowl, are cqually striking.
“The hoarse night raven, trump of dofeful deere,” ¢othe
cronking v en bellowrny for rovenyge,” the hoarse raven that
cronked the fatal entrunce of Dunean under the battlements
of Macbeth's Casthe, at Tnverness,  The cornix of the Rumaus,
whether the raven or the crow, war represented as ominons,
who by his croaking prognosticated evill  “I'he magpie, which
in windy and stormy weather is garrulons and said to ty high
in small flocks uttering its cry, which is feigned injurious to
travellers, probably from the fuct of the bicd's garrulity before
min, The appeanice also of valtures, who prey on carcisses,
and natuwradly fullow annies and inhabit the aeld of battle
after the contlict) s associnted with death und destruction ;
and they become ovil omens when following armies.  Swal-
lows ut one titie wmong the Greeks appesrt o hnve been
regarded as an ovil vinen when a Hock of them settled on a
tent or ship.

Tt i an obd observation that the appesrance of i ccrtain
beethe, cailed ten frér wvrclisngus, was a presage of death, Vhe
appearanuce of tese insvets did in some minds abolately tore-
bode the denth of sick persous in the house where th\') were
tound, strce the pecnliarity of atmosphere suited 1o the beetle
may be such anone as would produce the death of the paticot.

Sotne o these superstitions, and others which have guined
impartance from theiv extenszive  prevalence, would torm s
cariois history, it traced to their particalar rource and ar-
tanged accorditg to the age or country in which they pre-
vailed,  The few cted may whet the appetite of gome of our
remders o v srizate the sulbject ) i 8o our objiect ix served
froeiinn g b b attention to it

SEASIDE VISHTORS,

A poticesble fenture i the visitors af the scaside is their
sood-tempered faces, They Bave Left their sour specches and
petty at home, sud have cowe inta the 2un with o
shipilar teeling to that with which & buttertiy fresh broken
from its chrysulis moves amongst the tlowers and bloom -,
They feel asaf old thiogs had pas-ed away, aud all had become
new.,  Why shoeuld they not, if they remember to pay their
bill st the hotel? Human beings, like the ciabs in the roccs,
regqiire a vhiange of shell and claw, T suppose that every
seven yeurs we are, physically, entirely changed beings w
what  we  were  before, not having—anuatomists tetl tis—a
purticle of the same watter which we had in our bodies at the
beginning of the seventh year.  Our morsl natore is wore
vapid o chnnging itselfl Tt throws its old self off as guickly
us n Jobster throws off its claws whuen pat alive iato o pan of
boiling water.  Iven a new dross or new style of haie-looping
will make a wounin feel herself a totally different being o
what she was before ; and this metamorphosis exteuds o all
classes  Servant-girlism, in its Sunday bonnet, whilat hanging
ou the wrm of its youny man, conceives itselt to be a Lillipat
lady.  And how different a clergyman feels when ascending
the Highlands in o shooting-coat to what he does when he has
his surplice on, anpeunciog the absolutiou, or baptizing a re-
frnctory baby.  Even the chespetrippers to the Sp bocome
fittle conscious of o higher nature when the strains of good
music vuter ‘uto theic ears; but I believe, afterall, they prefer
Punch and Judy.,  The etfects of the music on the beach are
very - vartous, I see that it makes lovers draw close, to
one sgother, atd put on an abasdoned look, as if theiv present
feclings would never change; nud 1 see Httle chiluren giving,
under its sweet ndluences, fresh tokens of wlection to their
dolls; and old men streteh their legs in frout of the benches,
with u xigh that life is runnisg <o fast out of thew
young men take an extea strain and poil at their cigars,  Bat
the elevated feeling soon passes away 5 aad tna Quartes of an
hour=burring the infants with their dollz——niost of thew will
be drinking porter in the refreshment-reom.  But we vight
to be thankful for apything in this maughty world  which
mukes us teel oo, eveu for a dittle while; and music bna—
us [ henr o chesp-tripper sny—% an clevating effect.” A gon-
tleman to my right hund looks as ir it had made him pray,
for his eyes uod forchend are beavenwards, and his lips are
trembling, There are a good nmmber of gentlewen in white
cravity Histening to the musie.  hope it will sweeten thorr
sermons - wheu t,huy get tnck to their parsonsges,  Generally
speaking, there is oo much cayenne in thewm, 1 suppose they
think what is good fur the stomach must by good for the soul.
There ure ulso w fuw puppivs in the ctowd 1 enn tell then
by the suobbish way in which they take off their hats to girts
staying at the same hotel with them, and the slanting half-
sneaking look with which they pufl the smoke out of theic
Grimaldi pipes:- 1t is Sunday to-morrow, atd T hope the whole
lot of them—clergynien, younyg ladics, gentlemen mnd geuts,
luvers, snobs, and puppics—will go and bear the good ¢lergy-
mun who preaches at the parish church —Onuce a Weel,
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of Jdapan, and 1t is stited that there are at the present time
soveral students ot covtain of the Woolwich  echonds who have
boen sent 1o Fogland fram the East (o reveive
ention, mony thean bebgg o Peinve ofSiaa,
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POINT DU CHENE, N, B,

Point du Chéne Is o village sttunted on the Gulf of the St.
Lawrence, two milles from Shedlae, of which it s the port.
Though .u, present but o smatl pluce (6 will, no doubt, betore
lonyg beeome 1 town of some haportance, as it 18 the cistern ter-
minug of the Buropean and North Ameriean Rallway, and the
eriling phice of Lthe steamers of the Quebee und Gulf Poris
Stewmnshlp Co,, the North Shore Hue, and the Prince Bdward
Ishinnd Stewm Navigatfon Co. As yet the populntion is smdl,
consisting matnly of cmployees of the rallway and stewmship
compantes.  The village is not wholly destitute of attractions
for the passing visitor, as there Iy excellent sea-bathing to be
haedy snd the walkas In the nelghhourhood, though few tn nurber,
ure exceedingly pretiy,

FHE ST JOMN, No B, Yo M, €0 ASSOULATION BULLDING,

During the terrific gale which prevalled at St John on the
morning of the 30th of November, (und which caused the wreck
of the ¢ Reward," iustrated Inoa recent munber) i portion of the
stde wills of the new bulldimg of the Young Men's Christlan Asso-
cintion was blown down, The bhutlding was, at the time of thes
cident, well advanced, The walls were finlshed and rendy tor Hu-
roof timbers, which were about to Se put in posttion, The hoight
ol the walls was about fifty-one feet, and abont half of (his wias
Blown down, leaving the haek and front staading complete, gt
o uil appearanee, updnjared,  The south wall fell inside the
building crushiong a portion of the tloor to the basemaent ; the
other fell on the adjointng bullding, the property of Mr. 1lins
Flaglor, crushing and destroying it, together with a quantity of
goukds belonging to the cecnpants, The damages occasioned hy
the aecldent are esthmated at from 33,000 10 3,00y, Although
the doss was @ serfous one to the contraetors they determined to
cotmpiete thelr contract as quickly as possible,

MDME. NINA PLAZOTTL.,

Miskamne Alexiondrine Isabelia Mirgarite Nina Huerta Piz-
20t wis bors in Brussels, aod is the daughter of the celebrated
wiitarist ol caomposer, Don Antonio Huerta, an otficer in the
Spanish urmy.  Isabelliy Infanta of Spain ol ex-Queen, wis
sponsor for the young » Nioa,” who inherited her fither's goenius
and musical ability, and has veen received in London, Roston,
andd Montreal with great appreciation by the lovers of eliassical
ad artistie musfe, Heradvent 1o Montreal was with the Men-
delssalin Quintette Clish, whieh has hud so targo ioslare of pubitie
fuvour i this elty, and shice her rostdence here she his exhibited
her remacksble musical tient not ondy to the delight of ber
atkdienees, but with the marked approval of the press, anl of
the anusical erities,  Both as o voendist and pianiste, Madiune
Plzzottt lus few rivids aud oy friends and hoer talonts as
fetcher hiuve been proved by the sucesssful appearatice jn pubije

ol her papits, M. Plzzotti, her husband, s an HETHE |
professor of lnnguages, especially of his pative Pralian
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Ty, MEREVYWEATHER STEAM FIRE ENGINE,

The Morryweather steam gire engitne, the property of the
Towts of Whithy, atd of which we give an {iustration, bas been
rtunide enough, althongh but a short tinte In the conntry, Lo
di~tingmtish fsell by savitg the business portion of the Town of
Vst wat from destructzon by fire on the night of Sunday, the St
inst,  Tiwe engine is aosingle eylinder one, and clas N 3 on
thie Hst of the six ditterent sizes ol double and single eyviindr
eugines anufuctured by the cminent engineering firm ot
Mesars. Merrvweatber & Sons, London, Eongland, 1t s the
ploneer engine to Canada, and §s a splendid speeimen of the
engines manumetared spectadly for Canadian service by Messes,
Merryweather & Sons, amd as it is absolutely necessary foe ase
in this elimate it is {rost proof in every parl.  Iu fact it is
stindiar 1o those sapplied by the sime irm 1o Russta, ot whiceh
are frequentiy used when the thermometer is v

below sera,

1t is also cladmed for the Merryweather envines that they uree
veery stmiple In construetion, durable, light of weigbt, and

speclally adapted for punping through long Hnes of hose, the
latter being a very neeessary quallfication in this country where
waler his often o be foreed i long way to be of service in case
of fire tn numerous towns and villages,  The trial of the engine
we fllusteate 0 this elty, and the spleadid work it did, throwing
one strean thirough 00 feet of hose and another through 160
foet, bith at the <ame tine, over the Court House, Is yet fresh
in-the memory of thie publie. From tids city the ensine wis
ken to Kingston, at the trigt in which place the engine was
put at the sh market, taking suction through 24 feet of suction
hose from the lake,  As the triand was to thoroughly test the
jony Hoe power of the englie, Y00 feet of hose was latd up one of
the maln streets running from the ke, woind water was thrown
with case over the thaystatls of the baibdings on either side ofr
the streei. This was remrded as very satisfuctory, particutarly
ns the street was an ineline from the lake, Stremms were alsoe
thrown throweh two dines of 104 feet cach with equal success,
The result of the trial was that the Kingston authorities orderod
A Large double eyiinder engine with iron wheels, and the smatl
engitne was bonght on the spot be a Jdepatation {rom Whithy,
At s trinl in Whithy the cogine was stitl more stecesstul, hav-
ing netaadly sent a jot oo helght of 123 feot through 880 feot of
hose Tabd up an ineline, suction belng taken from water ut o
depth of 22 teet. Through 200 feet of hose 4 stream. was
thrown 13 to 20 feet higher than the vane of the Episcopal
Charel, whieh is 133 feet high, and through S0 feet of hose o
vertteal jel was sent Lo the extraordinary height of 180 feet, As
may redsmbly be supposed the Whithy people siace the goomld
work done by their engine at Oshawa are more than ever satis-
fled with 15, 'They are certainly to bhe congratalatsd In having
so superior omeans of protection weainst fire,  The agent in
this country tor Messts, Merryweather &Sansis My, AL Gl Gilbert,

wha for a munber of years past has been conneeted with the
press of Canada, and 1o whose exertions the introduction of the
Merryweather engines to Caneda is due,

THE RECENT FIRES IN HAMILTON,

Durtog the arteruoon of Monday, the lith ult,, a tire broke out
in the wool wiarehouse of Mr, Jobn Harvey, King Street, Hanil-
ton, witch at one thme serious’y threatened the satety of the sur-
rounding  buibilings, " About four velock flaanes woere  secen
tasuing from the. second toor rear windows of the premises,
which fornre:d the centre of a bloek of three bultdings situnted
ot the south side of the Gore. Upoun exaination it was dis-
covarad thut sowme bidesd of Chlnese geass were an fiee, among a
farge gquantity of woel,  The iarm was imedinte:y given, but
by the thime the e brimule aretved on the spot the dire hind
made such headway that It was evident the ballding was
doomed, Ry dint of great exertions, and often at tho peril of
their Hves, the firemen succceded in prevonting the spréead of
the uines, but not before the warehouse was completely gutted,
About seven o partion of the buliding fell In, and four of the
mien nerowly eseaped being buried In the rulns.  During the
night and the greater part-of the following day the débris con-
tinued to burn, notwithstanding the constant efforts made to
quench the embers, AL duy oo Tuesday omibnous volimes of
sitoke rotled Feom the ruins il fears were entertained tor the
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sufety of the adjoining bulldings, - About -half-past five in the
allernoon they were realized, At that time the cellar of the
adjoining warehouse, occupied by Messrs, J. H., Davis & Co.,
wool merchants, was discovered to be on fire, and before inany
minutes the fiames were raging through the bullding, which
burned until the roof and floors of the rear hud fullen and the
front, was ndmost gutted. The premises of Messrs, Turner & Co,,
wholesale grocers, and of the Bank of Commerce, were only
saved by the exertions of the firemen, atlded by the emnployees
of the two establishments,  The loss caused by the two Hres Is
placed ot about 3200,009, At the time of the outbreak of the
second fire, 4 warchouseman in the employ of Messrs, T, .
Kerr & Co,, while passing Davis & CoJ's hullding, was struck by
a nrge bule of wool thrown out of a window above. The blow
tonk elect on the back of the neck, producing asevere contusion
of the spine, Tn consequenas of certain complalots having Leen
made of the deficlency of the fire brigade organization the
ITamilton Boawd of Trade have appointed @ commitiee to in-
vestignte and report upon the condition of the facitities and ap-
paratus possessed by the city for the extinction of fires,
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Lellanuger, who played such a conspleuous
attidrs of the Second Kinpire, is reported

A anass of gold welghing 3 1h=. bas been Tound by some sap-
pers ut Choviam, I is thonght 1o have forined part of a
seeptre, and has been presonted to the Queen by the colonel in
commuand,

Two Japanese priesis are now nt Berlin, upon a special mis.
slon of fnquiry as to the Chrtstiag veligion, The Rev. Dr. Liseo
ix engaged in explaining 1o themn the distinguishing features of
the varions Christinn ereeds.

Faney ! The Marquis of Westn o has Juast heen tarnished
with it ceiling costing the large sum of 3110,000. [ consists ol
the hest Spanish mahogany, which is two feet in thickness, a
foot deep of which s chiborately carved around with the letters
W. G, The cornice o the celling s of polished ¢hony of the
fineat deseription, and is three feet wide,  Upon this are mng-
nitleent patutings, coples from the geead masters,

The portrais e verse of Mr, Lowe, the British Chancellor of
the Ixchequer, given i recent FBugilsh paper, s three neat
cotipleds

WL wpuad ealdig, imparctialty sevete,
He snubs o papil-teacher or a4 peer.
Howe'er to merit cobd, that feline mind
Wis never yet to fanlt or blunder Blind.
Hod-tape expericace he delights 1o spurn,
Too gquick to lsten and too proud to learn.”

Gyerman  priuce marrying  into the Russfan Tmperial
family have always heretofore had to join the Greek Chureh,
At the recent Tmperial meating at Berlin there wis a question,
ws the Juwrnal de Brucelles loarns from St Peversbarg, of the
betrothal of the Gramd Duke Wiadimic of Russia to o dungliter
of the tirmand Dake of Mecklenbarg-Schwerin, A uew Jise of
condunt seemns, however, to have been adopted by the Emperor
William, ax he i sadd to have percmiaorily deelared that hence-
forih s oerman Protestint princesses pinrrying into the Kussian

Tmrperiad Gonily muast be adlowed to continue in the Protesiant
fuith.
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Thoe st 1o be returned to the Orteans Princes—rron 33 1o 40
mitlicn=—wil be divided into cight parts—1, for the Count da
Paris and Duke de Chartres, on the title of their rathter, the
Duke of Orleans; 2, Duke de Nemours; 3, Prines de Joinville;
t. Duke de Montpensier; 3, Ditke JLAumale; 8, King of the
Belstans, Cotnt de Flundre, Princess Charlotte, ex-Empress of
Mexico, from their mother, the Princess Loulse of urleans; 7,
Prince Phidippe of Wurtembuars, from bis mulhor, the Princess
Mavie of rteans; and N, the Princess of saxe-Coburg, née Prin-
cess Clementina of leu.m.\ The descendants of Louis Philippe
¢onsist at this moweat of 32 perso

The editor of the Twy, Field, and Furm has been shown a
newiy-invented implement whieh he thinks will become indls-
putisable to owners of breceh-loading vuns, He says :—#This
instrument, about the size of a pocket RKuife, and strong as it is
st ple in structure, caps ol ancaps cartridges with great fact-
Hity, and it crimps the shell and extracts pin or central-fire
cartridges with equal ease. Another new invention {s a brass
shell for breech-loaders, whiceh js considered an improvement
on any yet devizedl  We saow also, for the dirst time, the Good-
enoitgh off cans a very convenient seliin, costing o mere tride,
sand which should be in every gan case.”

IraniaN SronrsMeEN.—The Pugliese are great sportsmen, but
nmure especially with those binds, such ns duck and curlew,
which possess an extraordinary amount of canning, \’:\riulh;
are their means of gaining a near approach to these wary fowl,
wied rases are adopted which eoatd not but surprise a British or
Ameriean sportsian, one trick we will, however, mention,
They construet 4 cow of paper or pasteboard, and (wo men get
instde the body with their guns, A hole is eut in each side of
the anfmal ont of whieh the muzzles protrude and the shots are
fired, and to make the deception more complete a bell i{s hung
round rhe neck of the animal, which is generally the case with
oxen when they are gruzing in the swamps or coverts,

Dean Stanley and the Chapter of St Panl's Cathedral, Lon-
don, have agreed w surrender their estates 1o the Ecclesiastical
tCommissioners o the followlnyg terms @ That the cominission
wive them 8,00 per aunum-—23,000 for themseives, 22,000 to
the dews, ad £1,0000 for each ot the canons,  The arehdeacon
glves vone-third of his ineome o his co-archdencon, The re-
maining £12,000 will o o pay tha different oficers of -the’
Cathedeal, and the maintaining the service of the Church in
etficlency; L3000 §s to be sel aside, the interest of which, at
only three per cent., the Chapter are to recelve, making £300 a
year for repairing and maintaining the tabrie. According to these
figures 8t Paul's, Landon, is far from being so wenlthy a cor-
poration as either Trinity Parish or the Collegiate Reformed
Chureh of this city,

Tire American Palestine Exploration Society is about, aeuding
ot un expedition for the purpose of earrying: out. the objects of
that body.,  Necording to the Independend, it is to be under the
divection of Lieut. 15 Steever, U, S0 AL, who will have special
chnrge of the topographical sarvey, und of the preparstion of a
rediable map, - ife will be accompantied by Professor Jobhn' A,
Payne, late of Robert Cotlege, Constantinopie, who will. super-
Intetd the archwological department, and make what cotlec-
tions he ean in natural history and geology ;5 but being himself
espeelnlly o but.ml\t. be will devote: s prinelpal attention to
that branch, Mr. Van Dyke und other gentlemen will pmbably
acoomnpany the gty 1o the tiekd, and among them wilt be an
artlst of consideruble reputation, . This labour Is one, of cotirse,
At will reguire some thine for its completion, and, necording

o tho Tadependent, at Jenst sIXC years. will be necessary to-ac- -

eomplish its objects thoronghly, even allowing for the ussistance
of a British soefety rsaaized for a similar pavpose) in doing its
share ot the wopk,




