~..outto be provided fo. without deway.

ah e § A O g

o Pl gyt
P N

¥
SENE

A

s

-

L Vou IL ¥

“QUEBEC, 2xp QT

OBER, 1858. -

iNUMBER 35. .

‘REPORT OF

s ) "Toronto, 26th May, .1858..
. | }

To the Honorable

. The Secretary of the Provinge. - -
. - Sir,~Having been honored by 2 Commis-
ston to report upon the applicability of the

; “Military. Posts of Penetanguishene and Isle

aux Noix to the purposes of juvenile refor-
. matories, my . altention has been. drawn, in
the course of the cuquiry, o the readiness

.. and ‘economy with which uther barracks and

- buildings at other military. stations, ..now
. transferred to the Provinceus partof ;the
Ordnanée Lands, mizht be converted to'the
objacts of Pablic  lustitationst the want of

.-. waich is universally mdmitted, and the esta-

buisinent of which s contemplated by the
33 eect. of the Act 20 Fict, cap. 28, beiug
¢ An Act lor establishing Prisons. for yoang
& gffandurs, for ‘the hetter Government of
Public Asyiums, Hlospitals, and * Prisons,
aml for the better construction of ‘Common
Guois 2 Co o .
.. [take the liberty, therefore, of bringing
these subjects under the notice of His Ex-
“esllency the Govertor” General, in counnec-
_ tinn with rny report’of the 20th’ inst.-on the
© subject of Juvenile Reformatories. ;
© 1 ix admitied, on all sides, with ‘pain and
sompunetion, that in Lower Canada the ac-
commodatiun for Lunatics is dixtressingly
insuiiicient, that in usither. Upper nor Linw-

. &r Canada does there exist a~ receptacle for
* the human custady of the idiot, the mauiac,-

the incurable. In fuct, that of our 'upper

. .olusses many of those thas unhdppily or ca-.

" lamitously afllicted; are removed, from' ne-

essity, 1o foreign estathishments, far from
the eye of friendy, and wherethe money ex-
_pended wounld have contributed to the sup-

- }:orbofé. similar estublishment "in Canade.

tis known that- in neither Provuice do .we
+'possess aiAsylum for the Deaf. the Dumb,
“orthe Blind;nor do-wo possess -.in - the {Up<

-..per Province a propervMarine Hospital for |4

~the reception of the discased, the maimed
or the fiost-bitten maviner of our lakes.
.« The Aect 20 Pict., cap. 28, evideutiy con-

- templates the speudy e-tablishment of an

‘Asylum for ldiotst as well as Lostitations
*~ for the recoption and instruction of the deat,
the dumb, and the blind.  The genetous do-
nation of the Ordn .nce Lands by the Impe-
rial Government, aflueds. the Province a
-speedy and cheap means of supplying these
beficiencies, and having satisfied myself, by
an examination of similar lnstitutions, du-
ring my late visit o Hoston and Portland,
on the subject of Juvenile Reformatories, ol
the applicability of many of the buildings
on the Ordnance Reserves throughout Cana-
. da to like purposes, I beg leave respectfully
to bring my views under the notice of His
Excellency the Governor General.

1. I propose to convert the barracks and
buildings at St. Johns, C. £, 10 the use of a
Lunaitic Asylum for Lower Canala. We
find by the census of 1851-52, that we have
in Lower Cunada 1,733 Luuatics ; of this
aumber one hail is presumed to be idiotic.

- The exellent establishiment at Beauport re-
ceives 100 Lunaties. The remainder through
To
eflect with the least delay, let us avail our-
selves ol existing baildings disposable for
the purpose ; we have them, made to our
- hands, at 8t. Johns. . o

8t. Johns is within twenty miles of Mon-

treal, at alltimes accessible by Railroad.
- and from some parts ef the Province also by
. water. It is sitnated pleasantly. on the Ri-
. ver Richelien, in one of the nealthiest parts

. .ef the Province the. barracks and buildings

are of brick, covered withtin. The barracks
and otficers’ quarters counsist of four separate

" bulidings, forming four sides-of a large

“square and calculated to accommmodate 6UU
wien with the ovdinary complement of offi-
cer. They are surrounded by a remains of

-+-0ld earth-works; sufficient to assist greatly
to detuin the inmates without obtrusive evi-
dence of detention.

They might easily by

THE ORDNANCE LAFD,

the healthiful labor of the inmstes be -made
highly oruamental.
frouting on_ the River Richeliew, with p'ea-
sure grounds intervening, might be adapted
for the reception of patients whose meunus
.would enable them to pay.the expense of
extra aceommodation- The barracks are
surrounded, by ebout 83 acres of land, aflor-
ding scope for those horticultural sccupa-
tions, or recreations which have been 50 suc-
cessfully practiced: at Hanwell, and other
great institutions in Euwrope. .. - i
. I conceive that the expense of ‘adapting
these buildings to the above purposes would
be small, while little time need. be lost -in
carrying it into effect.. 2, I propose to con-
_vert the stone hospital and-part of the bnil-
dings Laprairie, to wit; the officers, quar-
ters, to the purpose of areceptacle for idiotsy
maniacs and all incurable lunaties: 1 know
not how far the expression is correct, but'l
mean those whose hopeless, or ‘escessive
.malady may affect injuriously, convalescent
patients. In former reports; 3ad July, 1857,
and 10th March, I858¢ 1 had recommended
that the materials of these buildings shoun'd
be sold. To a considerable -extent I beg to
retract that opinion ; [ still - propose to sell
and-get rid of the materials . of the old caval-
ry. and artillery barracks and stables, which,
still good so fur as the materia.s are concer-
ned, are going to ruin as boiidings, and .are
not worthy of 1epair, and iindeed . useless if
repaired 3 1 propose to sell off all, but’ the
Dbuildings first above, mentioned, to: repair
and maintain the present picket fence, which
encloses ten or twelve.acres of land and the;
said buildings, and. with soch additions. as
may, be necessary of the exteut or character
of which I am not prepared to speak  make’
it-an asylam for idiots, &, &., for the Lower
Provinee. . - : L

~1f in the absence of aceurate data, tho as-
samption is corrget that one half ofithe par=
‘tied registeTed ‘on the census . roils of r1831-
52, are idiots, we have in Conadw 1407 it

dtviduals of this unhappy eclass, towlly, as 1
believe, unprovided for,

Laprairie is within nine mles of don~
tread, . acvessibie by steamboat in sunumer
and in winter across the ive.  The boildings
are g0 far from the Village, us to remove ail
objections on that aveoant. :

3, [ propose to establish an Asylum for
the de=f, and dumb, and biind, of Lower
Canada. in the Infuntry Barrucks at Clam-
iy, Ihese buildings are of stoue, in good
repair aud order, and are delighfully and
fiealthfuily situated on the rapids of the
Richelicw at that place. Chambiy aboands
in all the supplies neeesswry for such an
establishment. .1 bave already sugwestad
in my stepats of 16th Mareh, 1857, 4th
July, 1857, and 10th March, 1838, that the
muterials of the old Cavalry Barracks at
Chambly shoukd be sold at auction, and the
proceeds of the sale, with those of the ma-
terials of the barracks at Lapraivie should

be applied to the restoration of the old Fort 1)

fort Pontchartrain, the ohlest and even
yet, the most perfect fort-alice nf the kind
in America. 1 awain respectlully bring this
subject under the notice of His  LExecellencp.
fortified, however, on this occasion by the
expression of my belief, that if restored.
this building wonld serve well as an Hospi-
tal for the sick both of the deaf aund dwmb,
and of the bhind institution ; 1 beg leave to
remark that 1 propose 1o place the deal’ mnd
the blind in separate buildings, and that
there is in the vieinity, accommodation for
the officers of such establishments, also the
property of the Government.

[ find by ihe census returns of 1851-52
that Lower Cuanadu, contains 565 dealinules
and 554 Llind——1418 in all. In providing
for these unfortunates it is necessary to clas-
sify further into deaf-mutes* males. 514 ; le-
males, 351 ; blind males, 408 ; females, 246.
To provide for these nambers and for the
classification of sexes, Chanbly would be
inadequate, but if the eeneral idea meets

with “approval, we have the barracks at

The officers’. guarters

Three Rivers (which § have not as, yet. had

tinie to visit personally), which: might - be’
-made 10 receive a portion of eagh’description
‘of the afflicted, or perhaps the whole of one
“description—say the less numerous—the.
blind. Even it the acdommodation is: in-
suflicient, inuch may be * done with little
delay—aud, I believe, with -.little expense,
o relieve a large amount of human. suffer-
ing. . [tis almost unnecessary to add that’
the interest which attaches itself to the re-
lief of these, whom God had been pleased
“thusito visit, counterbalances” every other,
fecling, and that these establishments; even
in the heart of cities, are unobjectionable.

" In 'Uppes -:Canada the provision for- Lu-
natics is tnore exteusive than in Lower Ca-
nada, and I am.led tounderstand, that fur-

-ther arrangements are contemplated for the

reception of this claks of patients.” T do - uot
believe that there is iv Upper Cunada any
speeial “receptacio for idiots- or “iacurabte
ingensates ' therefore propose—. - . .
4, Thai on® the final. relinquishment: of-
‘Fort. Malden 10:the; Provinee; the ; barracks
and brildings at that port should. be devoted

‘to:this object..: Fort Malden, Amherstburgy

‘is dceessible to all parts ot Upper. Canadu.

-bp, water and by Rail-voad to Windsos, and .}

the ‘Buildings referred’ to are at’ sufficient:
distancé’ from' “Anhertsburg ‘and jet' near
enough for supplies. - el Ta
5. 1 propose fuither, that the barracks-and
buildings at-London; C.- W., when finally
relinquished should be appropriated to the
.purposes of Deafand Dumb and- Blind;Ins-
titutions for Upper Candda. It is unfeges-

‘sary for ine to.dilate upon thé advantages

of the'site; The fact thiit we have “pabiic,
-buildings‘on the spot- applicable at once' to.
this humaine object may be regarded as most
fortanate ; the:number of blind and of: deuf=
mutes in Upper Canada is little more- than
-one-hali-the number of «theisamet classires
turned .from the Lower Province.  OF deal-

.mutes m Upper Canada,we have 289 smales

289 ; femnales 189 5 total 478 5 of blind males
185 ; femalis 131—total 316. The barracks at,
London, which consist of two targe distinet
buillings and a hospital, which wmay be used
in commou, would, I conceive, receive a
large propartion of the whele, with a neges-
sary ciassification.

Finally, I proposs to use the barracks anu
buildings at Niugara as a Marine' Hospital
for the service of Canaldizn ‘mariners on the
Lakes; buildings  are there suflicient
for the purpese, the situition is pleasaut and
most  heulthfal, ceutrnl it appears to me,
aud gonvenient to the Welland Canal, the
arand ceniral artery of a like provision n
Cunadu. i s

The Governmeunt of Canada possess in
the buildings above enumerated the ' rudi-
ments of iustitutions which may, csnequent-
ly, be created at - ouce, at liitie cost, with
greal gain to humanity and to the national
character of Canade. Fatare expansions, and
future changes may be made in accordunce
with ciremmnstanees and with expertence.
Lnougls will be done at  present il we are
enable to begin. .

Having endeavoured to show how far and
what way these public buildings may be
made useful to the provinee. lizke advan-
tage of the gceasion  to show furthur, " that
the apphication of these buildings to the pro-
posedt purpuses will not only, to & copsider-
able extent, attain the objéet contemplated
by the Statute 20 Vict., chap, 23, but will
go far to realize.the purpose for which the
ordnance properties were generously  trans-
in ferred to the Provinee, by creating a fund
for the support of a  Provincial Militia and
Palice. B

These buiklings represent to the Provin-
ce, (apart - from the consideration: of time
saved,) the money 1t wonld have cest :to
erect them. The land connected with themn,
if bought by the Proviuce, at’ an. arbitrary

price, wonld unquestionabiy have cost much-

more than the value I shall put npon tt. - 1

considgr therefore that in " applying " these

follows s= .

" Cbambly....%.

Al poblic puposes. withdutany

tmildings and Tand to philanfhiropic “objects
of Provineial, concernment, the Legislature
should faivly estimate and: capitalize their
value, | placing, . the  interest of the . capital
sum ‘anoually to _thé eredit. of the” Militia
Faod.. .. . ., . 0. e

I estimate the,money valua of these lands
and .buildings to the  Provinee (if employed .
as above propozed) ; including algo; the value
of the ldnds and buildings at Penetanguish-
hene and Jsle qur. Noiz, approprinted 1o the
purpores. of Juvenile Reéformatories, and. re~
ported on by e on;the 20th . inst., to be.as

s - ", UpperCanada. .
- Penetanguishene. .. ... ..
.Foit.Malden. ..
" Niaghara. .. 0u.0 il 25,000
‘London.....c..0. 0. LA 50,000
b e T - —3 125;000
" . oLower Canadm. :o i
Isle aux;NOIX ot ene s in. . $125,000+
% St. Johns.... 3 . 100,06C0
. Lappairie. . .. 25,000
.. Three Rive

$25,000
. 95,000

. . A - . sl

[n conbection. wifli.this *subject : should . ba
- added;the.value of the +Ordnance;ipro-

" :operty atthe, City of Otlaia, available
.. far, Government. Buildings.... 500,000

"Add the value of lots on the Rideaiz Canal

in the,vicinity.of, but_beyond thelimits
“of t}lg‘_qity;“lgq value'of which will te
“-enhanced by the advehi of 'tHe Govern-
Tment. i, il i o ».1£150,000
Coeena v st 081,000,000
" It. may, I think,, be .fairly, assomed, that
if these lands and: buildings are made bae of;
as suzgested, the Proviice;will haye. 2cqui~,
red ‘property Worth one million of:‘dollars,
and wpplicable wstantly to'the most impor-
vy advance
ol capital, and [ presumeithere ~will'be . no
difficulty tn.crediting the Milita Fund with
the interest anuually, to wit :—860,C00. ..

It may uot be  irrelevant tothe present
snbject to udd, that although, under actual
circumstanees, it would be difficuit 10'assign
a reli~ble value the remainder’ of the” Ord-
nance properties, comarehending the lands
on-the Ridear and Oltawe - Cavals, the Sei-
guiory of Sorel, auds at Toronto (some of
whiclr sold for upwards of $,4000 per acre,
in Jawuary, 1857), at Kingston, London.
Chathant, and at almost all the salients points
of the Froutier, dequiring value “daity for
Railway aud other Public purposes : still it
cannot be unreasonable-to n to’them,
(83,877 acres in all,) the vay placed -upon
by the Ordnance Departmz ,a value mo-
derate in itself, and soestin  ed at a time
when the value of lands i, Canade was
lower than at presemt.  The estimated value
of these lands by the Ordnance Department
is £340,000, or $1,360,000 Currency.

if, therefore, the Province has.acquiredby
the tra ,sfer of these lands, a property worth
$5.360,000 Currency, under z guarantec con-
tained 4n the Act -of Farliament, (18 Viet.,
cap. 91, vide first and last clauses). that tho
pruceeds shall be applied .to the formation
of a fund for the support of a Provintial Mi-
litia and Police, the Legislatore can have no
hiesitation, in pursuande of the tenns of the
coritact; whether these properties he appro-

f

‘priated by the Piovinee 1o Proviueial purpo-

ses or be sold or vetnined, in applyiug. an-
uually the Interest.of the above Capital va-.
lue, or the sum $141,600, equal to {135,400,
to the support of the :Militia and Police of .
the Pravince, in addition to any suw. which,
iudependent of this assistunce, the “exigen-
cies of thrse important services like Cunadn.
ordinarly require. [ bég leave to remark.

‘in couclusion, that-the application” ot these

barracks and buildings'to” the propusad ob-

‘jects wiil still leave them availabie for pur-

poses of efence, if ever =0 reqaired 5 and 1
propose that.at.. Penctanguishens und Isle
ayx -Noiz, the labour of the inmates ol the
proposed ‘establishments should be primarily




