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separable. I saw before rme that kiig
of mon and tribune of tio people stand-
ing in all the rnajesty of his rianly
strenrgth and beauty; his very physique
barinrg witnross te the vigor of his biain
and the power of his large and tonder
ieait. 1 could sec hin stanrdirrg bofore
n e, strong as a tower that "stands fouir
square te ovcry winrd that blows." I
nsked ruyself, Hlow did that stronrg man
corne te die? I foîund tiat ie died of
a broken ieart. He was struck down
by tire great frisir faminre of 18-16-47.

"is enpierced breast
Sharp sorrow did in tirsam d pieces rive "

nt the sight of the people re loved with
such fierce terriernrss wasting nway in
thousands th rougi starvationa nd l iscnse.
I thought it a wonderful thing te con-
teniplate so sturdy a man, one se foar-
less, bing prostra1ted, and wholly
broken down by the sorrows of his peo-
pe. Thon I asked myself how came it
that OConnell was so overcomo by the
great caamnity of the famin of 1846-7 ?
And I anrswerocl myself: bocause ie had
au intiate kuowledge of the peasartry
of Ireland, and therebro re h loved them
passionately; and because ie had wit-
nessed with his eyes the appaling suffer-
ings of those ie loved. Couild ,I tiourgh t,
only get some iowiledge of that people,
sonethiig lilke Vhat he ad, could 1
but fix my eyes on their distress, thre
I shoud be abile t weep with him, and
love tem and nssist trer ail I could.
I then thought oer in my mind ail I
kNew of that wonderfuil people, especial-
ly of the peasantry. I remuember thoir
singular generosity of character, their
ceurage, their hunianity. I rememrrber
what Currnn said: "The hospitality of
other countries is a matter of necessity
or converience-in savage nations of the
first, inl polisied of the latter-but the
hospitality of an Irishrman is not tih
running account of the posted and ledg-
ered courtesies as in other countries; it
springs like ail his qualities, his faults,
his virtues directly from the heart. The
heart of the Irishbran is by nature beld,and ho cónfides; it is tender, and ho
loves; it is generous, and ie givos ; it is
social, and ho is hospitable." Se inuel
for Irishmon in gcheral, and from long
per-sona expeince au vouélh for its
tuth. ;But wiat .about the peasati
class in particülar? I remember a plis-

sage from Gilas, who had an intimuate
knowledge of this ronarkablo eiass. li[
says i" The peasant in Ireland exorcisos
Spoonîliar anrd rsacred ord1er of hospit(iity

strange to the nobility and wealthy.
Such ihospitality is cntione d in the
Gospel-hospitality, which recounts
aiongst its gurests, tho poor, the maiir-
ad, the ilam1 c, t he blind, aind vihich ias
its reward in heavon. Thcse classes in
bIreland ihad net mrcely a share in the
humblO man's fcat ;thoy had also their

I)ittanc out of his scarcity. Daily he
divided with somne of themn bis food, and
nightly he shared with sorne of the his
roof. None more than the h mcb irish
scemed to kceep constantly in mind that
Christ as sipplicat in aich person of
the destitutc; and wcii did their troat-
ment of the dostituto anticipate that
last addrss: ' t was hlungerl, and yo
gar ue r ment; I w8as thirsty and ye
gave me drink; I was sick and yo visit
ed me ; was in prison and ye cane
nito re. " How bciitifuil, how suIrpass-

ingly touing, i thougit vithin miyslf
is not ail tis! And thei re enmbered
reading in somne speech of John Bright's
that the Irish in Aincrica alonc, during
the space of sixteen short years, T thinik
it vas 1S48 aid 186-1, sent back over
the waters to their friends andcI relativos
at hone thirtecn million pouinds sterli-
ing! Tihir bravery mnd huiuanity are
equal te their genrirosity. I arm speakr-
ing stili prirciprlly cf tie peasant elass.
I. chanced, only two days ago, to look
into the history of the Siego of Limer-
ick; and J carne across one fact of gal-
lantry, hiumnriity, aind daring vhicr . do
net tiink couild bc equalled in tre aniais
of miliitary yarfare. A broaci iad
been burst in the walls of the city. An
attack was made. But the garrison re-
puised thoé attack wi tI such impeturosity
that the enemy retreated and were fol-
lowed to thoir camp. .In the mile tie
Engish hospitai was set oni fire. What
did these Irish soldiers do, these soldiers
who had boen drawn from tire peasait
cIass;of tieir country? Tiey forgot tie
enemy r; ty rushod in among the
fRames, and dii not cesist till every
wounded Errngliishinar and Bindoionbur-
gor lad been carried awayfrom darger,
and had been put in a place of. siety
until tirey hiad effectually extinguishoId
the flarnes which were raging in the


