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RIGHT REV. JOHN O'BRIEN, D. D.

Rm. Rev. Bishop O'Brien, D. D., whose
portrait we give on noxt pago, was botn
in Loughboro’ Township, twelve miles
from his lpiscopal city, Kingston,
neavly fifty years ago. He took ad-
vantage of all that .the schools of that
day could bestow upon a young, ardent
mind, ambitious to learn and desirous of
overcoming cvery .obstacle. Iis co-
temporaries of thirty-five years ago,
gpeak to-day of his assiduity, his high
moral qualities, and that intellectual
force which put him in the first place
in the village schools. "When the young
scholar had exhausted the modest curi-
culum of the conntry academy, his good
parents-—people of industry, irreproach-
able character and sterling worth—
wisely determined to give him every
opportunity for distinguishing himself
in the eareer .of learning forwhich he
had already manifested so great a taste.
Morcover, they had deteeted in their
son’s grave, amiable and religious char-
acter, certain marks - which pointed
toward the sanctuary.  Hence, what-
ever sacrifice a higher course of educa-
tion-involved was cheerfully made by
those good parents who hoped one day
to sec him offerthe adorable saerifice of
the Muss for the living and dead. :
We may imagine with what delight
John O'Brien Iieard of his parents' de-
eision in his regard. The desire of' his
heart was now to’ be fulliled. The
hitherto-hidden bheauty of classic lore—
the splendid page of Grecinn genius,
the massive power of Roman intellect,
the poets,” orators,  dramatists and
historians of antiquity, were about to
be unfolded hefore. the eager youth,
whose fresh, vigorous intellect revelled
in the anticipated. struggles and victor-
ies which awaited his nascent powers.
And yet, we have no doubt, when the
dostined day of departure arrived, that

chis heart was heavy and _ full: “The

pleasant foress through which—u happy,
careless child—he had roamed with com-
panions guileless as himsclf—the lovely
lake; with . its wild, romantic scenery,
whose waters had so often reflected the
youngster's bright fice—the secluded

nooks where the choicest berries grew— |

the birds’ nest porched on the very im-

e

minent odgo. of broken - bones for tho
daring young climber—theso, and many
more delights must have overcast his
soul with fond regrets, when the hour
of departure arrvived. Tor, it is just
as hard for a child to breal from life's
associntions in the tender bud, asitis
for the bearded man to. sever the con-
nections of long yemrs. 1t is youlh
makes ‘us laudatores temporis acti, not
mature age. Childhood’s associntions
are always green and blooming in the
soul.

Behold our young aspirant secitled
down to hard work which earried him
back to the dim ages when the blind old
baliad singer, Homer, wandered throngh
Grecian towns—threatencd, we doubt
not, with inhospitable stocks, and pill-
ory, ad dogs, by village magnates and
bucolic J. P's—when Sappho sang of
love and Aristophanes wus wandering
amid the “clouds” "or listening by
swampy bogs. to the: ¢ Frogs.” - Which
introduced him to that finished flaneur
and man of tho world, Horace, or to the
modest genius of Virgil, contented with
his recovered farm, his shady beeches
and his swarming hives. These and a
thousand such” attractions awnited the
eager student, and. that he pursued his
task "~ perseveringly, - faithfully, . is
sufliciently manifest, for, on the Conti-
nent of Americy, there lives not to-duy
a more finished - classical scholar than
the venerable prelateof Kingston. Not
a meré skim-milk fransiator of good
Liatin or Greek into bad Lnglish, likeso
many  of our brilliant « Professors,”
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whose fame'is in all the catalogues, but
a thorough and deeply read scholar,
profound in definitions, explications of
customs, manners, literatureand moralg
of antiquity, in short, a man, not con-
tent with the ¢hips on  the surface, but
one who has dived below and collected
pearls of great. price.” o a wonder-
ful memory he joined a well-hulanced
judgment and an understanding broad .
and capacious. According to the Ger-
man expression, he is a ““many-sided "
man. - Me is a highly distinguished
mathematician, historian and. philoso-
pher, together . with . being well-read in-

general literature,

Bishop O'Brien made his theological
courso at the Grand Seminary ol Quebee.



