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THE HARP.

RIGHT REY. JOH-N O'BRIEGN, D. D.

RlT. ROr. Bishop O'Bi-ion, D. D., whose
portrait We give on next pago, vas bol n
in Lough boio' Township, twelve miles
from bis Episcopal city, Kingston,
nearly fifty yeais ago. He took ad-
vantage of all that .the sehools of that
day couild bestow upon a young, arîdent
niind, ambitions to earn anid desirous a1
overconing every obstacle. lis co-
tempoi'aries of thirty-fivc years ago,
speak to-day of his assiduity, his higli
moral qualities, and that intellectuali
force whichî put him iiin tle first place
in the village schools. WhVen the youn1g
scholar liad exhauisted the modest curi-
culumn of the country acadeiy, his good
paienu ts--people of inlustry, irrproach-
able chai-acter and storling worti-
wisely detc-iniied to givc himir veyi-y
oppoi-tunity for distinguishing hiiself
in the caucer of learninig for which he
had alieady mnanifested so great i taste.
Mo-eovei, they had detlcted in tii-
son's grave, amiable and religions chai-
acter, certain marks which poinrted
towa-d the sanctuary. H-ence, wihat-
ever- sacrifice a hIigher course of edtiuca-
tion involved was cheerfuilly matie by
those good paients vho hoped one day
to sec him offi the adorable sacrilice of
the iXass for the living and dend.

Wc inay imagine with vhat delighut
John O'Brioii head of lis parents' de-
cision li his regardi-. The desii.c of his
heart -was now to be fulfilled. The
hitiierto hidden beauty of classie loie-
the splendid page of GIecianu genius,
the imassive power of RomBaian intellect,
the poets, orators, ramatists antd
historians of antiquity, were about to
be uniifoldied before the eager youth,
whose f-eslhi vigorous intellect revelied
in the anticipated struggles and victor-
ies whicli awaited luis iascent powers.
And yet, we have no doubt, wien tc
destmiîed tday of departure ariived, that
his hicait vas lieavy and fuiill. The
pleasant forest trl-ough lich-a iappy,
careiess ciiid-licli.at roaiitied wili comin-
panions guileless as hiimself-tlie lovely
lake, with its wild, romantie sceiiery,
whose waters had so often i-eflected the
youngster's biigit face-td sceliuded
nooks where the choicest bori-ies grew-
the birds' nest pcrched on the very im-

minent edge of broken bones for the
daing young climbor-theso, anid mîany
more delights must have overcast his
soul with Jond regrets, whlin the hour
of depaituro ariived. For, it is just
as liard foir a child to break from lifo's
associations in the tendor bud, as it is
foir the bearded man to sever the con-
nections of long years. IL is youth
makes us laudatores tempori.s acti, not
mî'iatuîre age. childhood's associations
are always green and blooning inI the
soir1.

Behold our young aspirant settledI
dowii to bard work which cariLed himn
back to the dim ages wh e the blind oild
balind singeri, IIoicr, wlaiderecd thiroigh
CG recian towns-hrcatenCd, wC douibt
not, with iiiospitable stocks, aid pill-
ary, and dogs, by vililige imnailîtes and
bucoliC J. Ps-hen Sippho saig of
love and Aristophanes was wandering
amnid thie louds ' or listening by
swimpy bogs to the " 1&ogs." Which
i n trod uced bhin to tiat finished flaneur
anti mal of (lhe worltd, Hlorace, or to thlio
modest geniis of Virgil coItenited with
his recoverci farm, his shady becchos
and his swarmin hives. These and a
thousanid sucl attiactions awaitet thio
eager stident, a ind that he puIrsu eti his
task perscverinigly, faiithîfilly, is
suiliciently manifesi, foi, on the Conti-
nent Of Anerical, thcre lives net to-duy
a nmore finislcd classi cal scholai than
the vencrabile prelae of Kingston. Not
a more skini-milk tiansiltoi of good
Lâtin oî Greck into bai Engl isi, 1 ik so
many of our brilliant IlPiofessois,"
" L. Li. D.'s" " A. M's." and" .
whosC faime is in aIll te catalogues, but
a thiorough anid tleeply road scholar,
profouniîd i definitions, explicationîs of
custoims, iannrcis, literature aind imorals
of aitiquity, in siolt, a inan, not con-
tent withI the chips oni the sîurface, but
one who bas dived below and collected
pearls of great price. To a woider-
fui imemoiy lie joined a well-balanced
judgmient and an uiderstaning broad
and capaciouîs. Accortding ta the Ger-
naîî expressioi, lie is a I many-sided "

mari. lie is a Iigiliy tdistinîgîuished
athematician, historianu und philoso-

pher, together with being well-read in
gencial liteiturO.

Bishop O'Bricn made his theological
course at the Granitd Seminary ofQuebec.


