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n hole timue in tic Temple, and notwitstading there
were mîany of the .lews which Ieieved !i the city
notamnanlhad laidhands onhima tilleertain Jcwsfrom

sia, who, doubtless, had followed Paul to do hima
injury, saw hiiii in tlhe temple. These vverc not lie-
lievers but riotos .le".

Fromt ail of this, 1 aii of tie opinion tluii Paul
made no iistake wlien lie went into the Temple on
this occasion; but rather Iliat lie acted wisely, anid
succceded in showing his bretiren lis (rue relation
to the liw and the gospel. The spirit of conciliation
here mnanifest is a bIeautifil lesson, and well worthy
our careful study and imitation.

I love thus to exchanlge thouglits n ith brethren
wion I have learned to love for tieir works sake

Tiruily yours, E. C. Foin>.
Westport, 3farci 10. 18835.

PAt UL DID NOT MAKE A MISTAKE

Diuln Bino.-In the illIhrci nuiber of the CIRis-
TIAN, I read an article from the pen of Bro. R. W.
Stevonson. ieaded, " Did Paul Make a Mistako."
As it is iiportait that an inspired mnan, whose
words and actions are set furth as an exainplo,
should bo placed in a proper light, if we ara able to
do se, I feel it imy dtity to assume that Paul did
not make a mistake.

Tho first question our brother asks, " Why did
the Apostle tako the vows ? I answe•, being a Jew
he had the righit to take the vow. Question
second II On whiat ground did lic take it ' I
answer on the groîund that it was the custon of
any devout Jow te take a vow, for even their
father Jacob took a vow before the law of Moses
came ilhto existence, as we read in Gen. xxviii. :
20-22. By reading Acts xxi. : 21, vo find tanat
Paul was accused by the believing Jois, (not the
inbelieving) of throwing asido the rite of circun-
cision and the Icustons." Now, as a vow was a
custom, Paul carried ont this vow to show (as
would appear) that lie was accused wronîgfully, for
he had been accustomned to take a vow, as we read
in Acts xviii : 18. Our Bro. states nîext : " This
vow was a part of the Jewisi law which was taken
out of the way by Jesus, according tu the epistles
of Paul to the churches," and refers us tu Col. ii.
14, Roin. vii : 4-6, 11 Cor. iii : 11, Gal. iii
24-25. Now, I cannot understand how taking
a vow was against or contrary to a Jew, because
lie lad the privilego to take the vow, or not take it.
But the law of Moses proper, whichu profigutred
Christ, ' was a rcboolmaster" and was so binding
on themr, that they could not throw it aside if they
wanted to ; " which was also contrary to then"
until " taken out of the way" whon " nailed to
is cross." Tiierefore, I take it that a vow beinl

im lise beforo Moses' law, it could b used after
Moses' law had depart'ecd, or until God gave n
revelation to the contrary.

But our Bro. says, " take it that tho apostio
iinwittingly imade a mistake. Being infallible onhy
in bis preaching wein lie wvas guided by the Holy
Spirit ; but apart fron that lie was liabla to make
a inistake, at least as much se as Peter in regard to
the Gentiles. See Gal. ii:11-12." Wo find there
" Paul withstood Peter to the face because lie was
to bo blamaed."

IPask why was lie " te b blamed r' Becauso lie
(Peter) acted contrary to bis own teachings ; for by
turning to Acts x: 28, we rend "And 113 said
unto themî, ' Ye know how that it is an uilawful
thing for a man that is a Jew, te keep company or
to corne unto one of another nation ; but God hath

- shewed me that I should not call any maan common
or unclean.'" But in Gal. ài: 12, we read that
wlien the Jews from James caio to see Peter, lo
aeparated hinnself fromt the Gentiles, thus naking
theni coimmon or unclanî.

Now, I ask was Paul ever blamed ? No, but the
c;ntrary, for we read the apostle James and other

brethrn urged Paul tu tako a vowx, and hie naver and dlowII tumbled the earth-w orks, and
ientionied aftor as thougli lie had (ono wronu, but away rian the rebels, thinking hin a mnagiciain

ot the ond of his career lie oxclaiied, " vc foughît who could inako ships go on land.
a good liglt, T have kopt the faith." "l Whon I reached Gordon's house, a doen

Yours, W. M. ragged boys were just coning ont, and in the
Saint Joiin, N. B., 'larchi 10th, Ms. oorway stood a quiet, leasant-faced man

of thirty-four, ith nbright g, who
invited me in very heartily. Not a word

TIIE ''1R/sTIANJ'1UTY. did he say of his great deeds in China : hut
le told me plenty about lis 'kings,' as he

The promises of the Bible are alone ho thefaithful. called the boys wlomn he was teaching, and
Grow in grace" is a coimiand d ulsit b obeyed, for sone of whoi he iad already found work.

In order te become " strong in the Lord amid in the "c 'Seo these pins in my map," said he,
power of His might." In fact, without the adding ' they show where soe of my yonne "kings'
of those virtues recorded in Scriptures, to our faith are, for rhon I've got plaies on sÎlipboard.
it becomes dead, and such a faith is withouît a I like to keep track of them.'
promise. "If ye do these things," says Peter, "ye " And so he did ; and iii after days, wlen
shall nierer fall," &c. Truc faith grasps the pro. lie was fighting for his life in the African
mises of God witlh a determiniation of spirit, îlot deserts, ho still lad a kind thought to spare
onliy te "be a lhearcr, tut a doer. of the Word," for his English boys.
aud such ever enjoy te blessings of the Lord anld " Ii 1871 lie was sent to Turkey, and ho
the promîise of "an iInheritance ainong the sancti. lad hardly done with that w'hen the Egyptian
ficd." Christiaus cannot lice and grow strong upon governnent wanted him in Central Africa.
past experiences, but on a living, present faith that And what :r life lie lad there 1 Sometimes
''works by love." We cannot remain neutral i ho had to ride over the desort on a camel for
this spiritual warfare. We« are cither growing days and days, with his skin pealing off with
stronger in the Lord, and by so doing relect the the heat, anld lis lips cracked and bleeding
light of the Master througli our lives and conversa- from thirst, and the sand-flies stinging hiim
tien, or we are " stumbling blocks'' li the wiay of all over. Or le would o struggling up tho
our fellow beings. I find that the want of the , a ng horrid swamps wherothe fover
Church at the present time, is earnet, faithful, Gd ist curled up like steam, or through dark

Chu-c a th posri tieiseares, aihf il Gd ullios whero arined gavagos lay iaiting tofearing men anid woenie, who are villing at alîl g li ol him.lay g
timiies te give a renson of the hope w'ithin thecm w ith " Many a hard fight did he have with themeekness and fuir. Thcrc is tee mach i ukawîîiirm- 'Mn ir iltddlehv il

m enesso a d f r . t he r i s oo m uch uk a r m - cru el A rab s, w h o w ore k id n ap p in g th e p oorness.a conformiig tolthe things of time, graspiug negroos and selling thom -for slaves. Some-for the mniamnon of unrightcousness, whic hi docs t;mes a boat would comle down the river,not satisfy the seul, nor benent (spiritually) our loaded with wood and ivory ; but wvhen Gor-
follow men. In order that the cause of the Master don took up the wood he found a close-
prosper in our provinces, there maust bc an awaken- packed crowd of slaves, almost choked for
ing and rallyingaroundthestindardof truth. Seule want of air, and so weak that they could
tritiing affair should net hinder our mnceting on the hardly standiic whe they were takei out.
Lord's Day, and thus discourage the few who are "'In 1879 lie came iomo quite worn out
wvilling te bear the " burden and heat of the day." but even thon thore was no rest for hirm.
Preaching the Gospel vill not bring desired results, Ho was sent back to China, thon to South
unless uplheld and encouraged by the sympntlhy, Africa, and thon to Central Africa agaiin
prayers and faithfulliving of the brotherhood. The for by this time war lad brokon ont in the
cause of Christ must languish, sinners niust perisb, Soudan betweenu Egypt and the Arabs, the
unless a spirit of zeal and holy living is nanifestedi Egyptianus had been beaten, and a few land-
among those Who profess te love the Lord Jesus fuils of them were ef t shut up in fortresses
Christ. Soldiers, in order te become victorious, far away in the dosert, hemmed in by fierce
must obey their leaders command. Se the arîny of Arabs.
the " King of Kings' will iever go forth conquering '- Every one said that Gordoni was just the
and te conquer, unless they take unto themselves man to got these poor fellows ont of their
"i the vhole armor of Gocd," and show unto the world difficulty, so lie was sent to do it. But
that they intend te uphîold the "truth as it is in instead of giving huim the soldiers lie needed,
Jesus." Individuality is a Bible doctrine ; the talent they sont him out almost alone ; so in place of
entrusted will be required of each. Will it thon be boing able to hel) off the besci«ed Egyptians,
said, "I well done good aud faithful servant." ite. he as soon beseiged himself. or montlhs le
nember it all depends upon our faithfulness in defended Khartoum against the enemy's

time. "Be thou faithful unto death and I will give hole army, with only a fow cowardly
thue a Crown o Life." P. 1). NowLAN. Egyptians recruits to hlelp himn. But at last

his own mon botrayed him, and when the
English, came up te the rescue they found

"CHINESE GORDON." that the Arabs lad taken the town, and that
• --- poor Gordon was cither killed or mado

"S you want to lcar about Gordon ?" prisoner. Thore ! Wc won't talk abou:t it
said Major Swordsleigli te a listeing group any more, children. Good-night !"-Har-
of childron. "I Well, the first time i ever per's Young People.
saw him was at Gravesend in 1867, when I
brought him a message from London. AI-
most the first thing I saw was "God bless the THE EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL.
Kernel," clalked on a fonce ; and as I went
on I foîund a boy writing the :ame words on The power of alcohol to cause cither Lotem-
a wall. ' Wiat Colonel's that ?" I asked. porary or permanent insanity is well known
' Why, Colonel Gordon, of course,' le an- to all of us. I have been tofd that one single
swered ; ' don't yon know him ?' visit to the padded rooin of the London Hos-

" I did knov him, for all England vas pital, where thoso suffering from delirium
ringing with wliat ho had donc in China. treiens are confined, is simply sufficient te
When the Taipiug rebels were carrying all shako the faith of the most confirmed alcohol
before them there, im came Gordon, ruised worshipper in his mistaken creed. As re-
au army of'Chinamoen, and beat the Taipings ards its relation to permanent iusanity, wo
iwhercver ho mot thmei. Even wcn the yave the statement of a former bishop of
rebels thouglt thucmiselves safe among the London, who lias informuîed us that, ont of
great swamps, ini a cobweb of rivers and twelvo iundred and seventy-one maniacs
caials where io army could pass, Gordoi's whose previous histories were investigated,
liglit gun-boats came ercping along over si. hundred and tliirty-niine vrecked thoir
reeds and mud, and baug went thoir guins, roason by excessive drinkiug. But the most


