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EDITORIAL.

—

THY, BLESSEDNESS OF OBEYING CHRINT,

Blessed are they that dn His commandments that they
may have right to the tree of lifo and may enter in
through the gates into thocity, Rev. xxii. 14,

1t is well for our race that we are undera
dispensation of favor — that blessing and not
cursing is the kay-note of our religion. Man-
kind away from their Father and their howme ato
so lost that ¢ the poison of asps is under their
lips and thoir mouths are full of cursing and
bitterness,” 'Tho Son of Man who camo to
seek and to save the lost so cllvetually turng the
curvent of life that ho turns these very lips to
prase the Cieatur and fijls these very mouths
with the Ulessings ~f heavenly love for ecach
otber, When the world he came to save was
so sunk in crime and hardened in ingratitude
as to give their kinswan and benefactor no re-
ception, angels came from heaven to supply the
delightful duty and angels sung ¢ Glory o God
in the highest, and on carth poace, good will
toward twon,”

The Soun of Man began Lis public life in im-
parting blessings aud making Lappy the sons and
daughtors of aflliction. 1lis hands never open-
od but tu impmit Llessings, his tears never flow-
ed but to mingle with theira who wept, IHe
chose twelve men to e with bim to learn his
ways, to be impressed with his charactor so as
to stamp that impression upon all who believe
on him through their word, His intercourse
with these men wag most lovable. His fixst
salutation in meeting them was ¢ Peace be unto
you,” and when leaving them at Iust to go unto
the Father, he said, “ My peace I leave with
you. My peace f give unto you. * ¥ Tt
not yowr heart be tioubled neither let it bo
afraid.”

What other teacher ever addressed his pupils
as Jesus did his in tho sermon on the mount
(Matt. v.) when he opened his mouth and bless-
ed “the poor in spirit,” ‘“ them that mourn,”
“ tho meok,” ote., and blessed them when they
should bo falsely accused of evil for his sake, Xfo
told them when so treated to rejoice and be
cexceedingly glad for it was then they stood in the
company of God’s nobleinen who had 1a the past
suftered for his name sake. The blessed words
of Jesus comfort his followers in all ages,

““When helypers fuil and foes invade,
God is their all sufficient aid.”

tow earnestly the Prince of Peaco closes his
Jast revelation to wen in the words at the head
ot this article. The attentive reader will ad.
wire ths beautiful chapter, Jesus seems to
yearu in lingering compassion for ths lost, and
over and over to urge men to accopt of the great
salvation, Again and again hoe states the eter-
nal difference of the lust day, between thoso
within the city, and all that are without. Ana
before John writes the final naen, Jesus urges
him again to declare in his name, that the Spirit
and the bride say come, let him that heareth
say come, “let him that is athirst come and
whosoever will let him take of the water of life
freely.” Thon John is to tell the awful conse-
queuce of altering the words of this book and to
ancounce from the Lord his certain and sudden
coming and the feelings of his heart to all read-
crs,  ‘“'The grace 0« our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all, Amen,”

Before the revelation is finished the happy
state of those who do lhe commaundments of
Cbrist is declared, and it is most important
for us to know his commaudments, that weo
may do them and finally enter through the
gates into the city. Divine commands are of
two classes, One is Moral the other is Positive,
Moral commandments are vight in themsslves

'mnl we can see them so and why they are com-

l

manded. They moe right beforc they are com-
manded,  To love God and serve him,  To love

onr neighbor and do him good as we find oppor-
tunity. To pray to God, speak the trath, e,
These and sueb %o are always moral obligations
binding on men and always right. Jesus Christ
taught all theso in their highest perfection both
in v-ord and in ull the actions of Lis life; those
who veceive his instructions and follow hin: may
expect his blessings, siy sheep hear my voico
and I know them, and they follow me and I
give unto them eternal life, ete, To keep the
mora) commandments of Jesus, we must daily
study his words to know them, and constantly
pray for hig Ioly Spivit to enable us té follow
Jesus and be like him.  Ife has graciously pro-
wised his Holy Spirit to them who Jove and
oboy him,

But both Old and Noew Testameont have posi-
tive institutions or cuminands as well ag moval,
Positive institutions derivo all their virtue from
him who appointed or commanded thom, having
nothing in thewselves asido from bis anthority. |
The difference between Jorel commands and
Lusitive commands is thia: the Moral iz com-
wanded because it is right. The Positive is
tight decause it is commanded.

In moral commands we may seek thoe best |
means in our judgment to obey God, thus we
way find out the best way in our powor to do
good to our neighbors, ete, Rut in positive
vommands we must do just as wo ate told and
can’t seek out wethods of our own,

God commanded Abraham to offer up Isaae,
Ie gave bim no reason for the strange comwand.
1t was enough for Abraham that God told him '
to do it,

Circamcision wag a positive command of God
and death followed its transgression,

When the Isvaelites for thoirsins were bitten |
by flying serpents, God commanded Moses Lo
make a sorpent of hrass and put it on a pole and
all who lonked to it lived. All this belonged
to positive commands,  Building the Taboraaclo |
was a positive institution, Jivery book and
knob and curtain must be wadeaccording to the
pattern shown to Moses in the Mount, If he
wade any thing different he must pay the pen-
slty with his Jifo, So positive was this kind
of law, "Tha mon ot Beth-shemesh, contrary to
God's positive fuw, looked into the ark and over
30,000 were slain, (I Sum, vi.19.)

Naawan, the Syrian leper, was commanded
to wash reven times, and although it scemed to
him too small a thing as first he did exactly as
be was told and was cured, all showing us that
God in ways which way appear to us small ac-
complishes his own glorious power. Both Old
and New Testament have their Positive as well
as theiv oral laws, In Old Testament diso-
bedienco is for the wost purt speedily punished;
1 the Now disobedience is for the most part
reserved unto the day of judgment to he
punished.

Jesus when on eatth gave differont positive
commauds. e told the man with the withered
hand to stretch it forth, e did so and was
bealed. Ho told the blind man to go wash in
the Pool of Siloaw, He did 8o and received
his sighe. We might ask if Jesus could not
cure each of these without their doing anything
but merely praying him to heal them and answer.
He certainly could if he saw fit; bus he did not
but took a better way. He gave them an opypor-
tunity to wanifest their faith in him and their
love to him by simply doing & thing which he
told them to do—a thing so simple that it could
have no virtue in itself, but was a simple sub-
mission to divine auvthority. Jesws has given
two positive commands to bo observed by men
till the end of time. Ono is inside the church,
called the Lord’s Suppor,  Jesus commands bis
disciples to tukv bread and wine, and after hig
exaniple to cat and drink in remembrance of
him, This they ave commanded to do till he
comes, By so doing they show the Lord’s
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death till ho comes,  Ho has alzo appointed that
sinnes that believe in him with all theiv heart
and turn with all their heart from thoiv siug
shall be buried with bim in daptism and rige to
walk in newness of life, When he gave the
gospel in chargo to the Apostles he said, Go ye
into all tho world and preach the gospel to overy
creature, He that belioveth and i3 baptized
shall be saved., And he that believeth not shall
be damned. (DMark, xvi, 15-16.)

This Jast commission is u most soleran natter.
It binds God’s children to send the gospel to all
and commands all men to believe and obey the
Lord Josus Christ,

Blessed ave they that do his commandments
that they may have right to the tree of life and
way entor through tha gates into the city,

THE ANNUAL MEETING

——

OrF 1ue Discirres or Cunisty on P, E. L.

———

The principles which we hold and the platform
upon which we stand have lonz been known on
P. E. Island. Some of our churches dato back
nearly to the boginning of the prosent contury.
But our progress, while not discouraging, has not
beon all that could bo desired. Considoring our
aim and plea, more should have beon done; and
more would have beoun, had there been, in tho early
days, a largor numbor of faithful workers like tho
lato Dr. John Knox, whose carly years wero spont
in earnest, arduous oudeavors to snw tho seeds of

{ divine truth; and hke that other huly man of Ged

—Bro. D.Urawford—who still continues, as in yoars
gone by, to lead sinnors to Jesus. Perhaps tho
greatest wouder is that, with so few preachers in
the pioncer days, so good a work has been done.
There aro eight churches on the Island, and during
tho past year thoy have sustained preaching as
follows: Summorside, Tignish and Tryon, Bro. W,
H. Harding ; Now Glasgow, Bro. D. Crawford ;
Charlottotown and Lot 48, Bro. O. B. Emery;
Montagno and East Point, Bro. . D. Woaver,
Besides tho places named, each of the preachors has
points to which be occasionally goes, and whore in
the future a harvest may be gathored from tho sved
which is now being sown.

Bach yoar tho Aunual Meeting of the churches
is held, commeunciug on Saturday boforo the socond
Locd’s day in July,  This year the brethren met
with the church at Dlontague. The attendance
was large, nearly evory church being ropresented,
and some congregations having many of thoir mem-
bers present. New Glasgow probably enjoys the
distinction—it is an honorable one—of having the

.largest numbor of representatives at the Association.

The church at Montague has long had the repu-
tation of knowing how to ontertain both royally
and cheerfully, and their reputation has not suffer-
od any on this occasion. Everything that a kind
thoughtfulness would suggest to mako tho visitors
onjoy a profitable moeting was done. Bro. Weaver
—— their pastor — who in the year now closed has
donoe a splendid work and whose influence for good
is expanding — was unremitting in his efforts to
make the meeting a success; and ho was one of the
happiest men to be seon in the village.

To the endeavors of the church Providonce lont
a kindly vid. The weather throughout was all that
ovoo a caplious critic could desire. Dany said they
could not suggest an improvemont., The showers
came just in time to sottle the dustand at the same
time not interfero with the meetings.

Thero was a wolcome meeting at the church oa
Saturdsy evening.  The dovotional part was led by
Bro. Harding, aud tho address of welcomo was de-
livergd by Bro., Weaver. When all tho visitors
were provided with homes the meetivg was dis-
miszed.

On Lord's day morning at ten o'clock the breth-
ron assombled fer a prayor and sosial meeting. The



