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TRUTH.

THE GREAT LINTON MYSTERY.

OHAPTER XX."1I,
(coNTINUED,)

On tho fullowing day Miss Drummond
camo & .u to luncheun, still sufforing
from headache, but otherwise showing no
sign of her recont attack. Sho oxplaind
briefly~her head proventing her from
talking for long—that sho had been
with a notary of Fontainebleau to Jook at
a chalet at Samms, and roturned feeling
Sfearfully cut of form;” that sho had to
wait at the hotel until that horrid groom
could bo found, and that, to her horror,
after starting from Fontainebleau, sho
discovered that tho wretch was intoxicat-
cd, and finally that the fright of the jour-
ney had acted so violently upon her
imagination  that she was more dead
than =live on reaching homo.

When ordinary forms of politencss per-
mitted, she referred to this statement,
and timidly asked Miss Drummond if she
intended taking a house.

*“Yes, Baby. One can't stay horo for
over, you know, and Iliko tho neighbour-
hood too well to leave it. I shall takoa
little place—if I can find it."

Miss Drummond stayed in the room
the wholo day, except at dinner-time.
Ske had a couch drawn into a position
where tho hight was not too offensive,
and where shie could get a full viow of
hierself in a glaas; and thore she lay scarco-
Jy moving, save to change onc graceful
posc for another, or to dispese her dreas
more advantageously to the contour of
her magnificent limbs. She did not read
—she rarely did, unless the nowspaper
contained someo carefully-reported social
scandal—and she scarcely spoke, her
tenguo being now under tho restraint of
good manners. 1t suitod her indolent
sensual naturo to lie, comiortably sup-
ported by pillows, regarding the slight
cvents that passed and broodiag over her
own scerets, and it required a piquant
emetion or the craving of animal appetito
to rausc her feom her state of torpor. Sho
watched Gertio working for an hour ata
time without moving herhali-closed cyes;
hut, when Gilbert came into tho room or

assed in the distance, her cycs opened a

ittlo wider, tho pupils expanded, and
they moved from him to Gertio and back
again.

“Gilbert strolling in towards dinncer-
time, addreased a fow cold conventional
inquitaes to hor about tho stato of her
health, utel then, sitting down by Gertic,
leanca J..oward and chatted withherina
genial undertone. Gertio replied i n fow
yay words, and continued her stitching.
He changed his position to catch hier piro-
file, and »at adniiring tho delicato aweet
outlino until sho detected it, and turacd
her chairabout, smiling witha bright flush
of happiness in ber checks.

Miss Drummend watching tho two
threuzh tho parted fingera with which sho
shiclded her eyas—aho had replied to Gil-
bert with hereyes closed and her hand in
that faveurito pase, the thumb and finger

on the twe bruws, 30 excellently aminged |

fer displaying her arm, the turn of her
wrist, and ringr — did ned fail to sco these
aignsof lovesand, had sho been ten times
2 better woman than sho was, envy,
hatred, and malico would havo rankled in
Dier heart. A\ lad woman with theso
aentiments in her Leart would not be
watistird torest inactivo long.

CHATTER XX\X1IIL
CURRINNONPENCT,

From M Picree, Fontainellaau, to
M. Goawer, prife walands, Avenno de
Topera, Paris—

*Valving, July &0, 186—,

** Madam,—(Ibedient tn yvar reques?,
1 write tr fumnish yon with full particulara
of tho visit «f Mr. Goawer and his
daughtert.  Yesleniay  meming, while
prejaring the ahle fur lanchern, T pers
ccivad a Iy appreaching tho henao by the

_frem Fenlaineblean, and, being
apprised by yoar letter «f tho prvlable
armival of Mz, Gawes, 1 wen? at «no

closo tho drive-gato, which I had pw-
pozoly loft open.  The fly ad drawn up.

4 6 Ask the woman if thits is tho house,
Edith,’ said bIr. Gower.

¢ ¢ Miss Edith Gower put tho question
to me in Irench, and, on wy roplying in
English, Mr. Gower asked if Sir Gilbort
was at homo. I said he was. Mr. Gower
paid tho driver, and the young ladies, in-
forming me that they wihed to take
Lady Linton by surprise, asked where
thoy should find her, I replied that sho
was in tho salon with Sir Cilbert, and
taut thoy could enter thi rcom by tho
lawen in front.  After a littlo consultation
amongst themselvos, they proceaded,
with supressed merriment. to approach
the houso by the lawn, taking the path
beside tho house, while 1 entered the
house by the door and took ashawl which
Sophia Kirby had becn unable to find
into tho salun, in order to sce what
happened upon tho appearenco of Mr.
Gower.

¢ Sophia Kirby was lying on azouch;
Sir Gilbert was under the verandad iry-
ing somo louso sprays of clomatis to the
trellis, Suddenly Lady Linton dropped
tho things sho was holding in%o her lap,
with 2n exclamation of pleasure, whick
was answcered by tho voices of her visitors.
Sir Gilbert on perceiving the causo of
theso cries, instead of going to meet Mr.
Gower and hia family strode into the salon
and was about to speak, when he caught
sight of me. Io went to Sophia Kirby's
sido and spoko in a hurried whisper. In
a moment she whisked from the couch,
and alipped out of tho room at the very
instant Mr. Gower appeared at tho
window. Thus, madam, tho recognition
wo had hoped for was evaded ; noverthe-
less the conclusion to be drawn {rom the
incident which did occur is valuable.

¢¢ Sophia Kirby had lunchcon served in
her apartment, pleading indispesition as
excuse for her absencd from the-dining-
room—an cxcuse which was partly justifi-
cd by tho previous stato of her health.
after luncheon the visitors went over the
grounds, and the young ladies explored
overy room cxcept that in waich Sophia
Rirby had lockedherself loudly express-
ing their 4stonishment and_ delight at all
they saw.  Tho young ladics wero very
gay and loquacioax and [ havo never secen
Lady Linton in brighter spinits. Alter
dinner tho wholo party went upen the
water,  Sephia Kirby, of course, remain-
cd in herroom,  Sho wroto soveral let-
ters, which I have not been ablo to ex-
amine.  When tho party retyened from
baating, Sir Gilbert 2nd V.. Goawer
zpent acoupio of heurs in tho hilliard-
™wom, while Lady Linton and her young
fricnds chatted 1in tho sl n—about Mrs.
Simpson of Kennington, aud facts with
which yourcopy of the diary has =ac-
fquainted you, Izisunnccessary topainyou
by repoating tho shighting allusions made
tayou by tho Misses Gower and Mr.
Gower. Mr. Gower amoked a great  many
cigars, was particulatly merry. and teek
tho spiritcaso to bed with him.

** This morning, after very carly broak-
fa., thoparty left in tho break, taking
with them a cold lancheon and a hamper
of wineseleetod by Alr. Gower persenally.
1 am told they vasited Moret, went on tn
Grez, and tock lunchern in the forest.
They returaed tn dinner, and left the
houge, axcrmpanied by Nir Gilbert and
Lady Linlen, to catch the laat tran o
Taria just LefozoI xat down to commenco
this letter.  Sephia Kuthy walched their
Jdeparture through the bara of tho window-
shutder.

“*1 havo nething farther at this mn-
mend to nr;fnrt—nn’bing of mement
hay eccu since 1 wrelo & {nil.
nightagn, My parinerin Iandin ishins.
gver actively engaged in A new ling of
inquiry, which wo enafideally expeort will
Teanll in a meal impariant QIevesT.

1 amoampelled to aso my lettes

hurriedly m view of the speedy roturn of
Sir Gilbert and Lady Linton,
* Your rospectful and obedient servant,
“E. Pience”
From tho same, to Mer. Piorce, Lendon—
¢ Valvius, Monday.

¢ Dear Tierco,—Your Jdemand for a
writttn order ompowering you to draw
money out of tho Post-offico, and ac-
company.ng lotter, to haud. You aro
aware that every perny in the I’. O. bo-
longs to me, and that in ths past Xdon't
know how many yoars you have done no-
thing but spond the money gained by my
industry. 1 do not wish to rako up old
griovances, and I atr quito willing to
accept your excuso and ‘mako it up,’ as
you propose.  But, though we may bo
‘tho samo flesh and blood,’ 1 have no
intention to let you participato in the
profits of my oxertions unleas you help
mo to the best of your ability.  As for
your threat to ‘drop a lino to Sir Gilbert,
and so blow up the whole conspiracy,’
that is a matter of perfect indifferenco to
me, for a reason that will appear hereafter.

*“1do not wish to widen the breach
between us, Jo; on the contrary, as you
will seo by the enclosed notes for two
hundred francs—the Jew man in Fen-
church Streot will give you eight pounds
1cav eighteen,penco for them, if you atick
out {or tho propor exchango—I wish to
let you aco that I am most kindly disposed
towards you ; and I tell you this—that if
you only give mo good proof of your wish
to scrvo me, I will liston favourably to
your notion of starting tho United
Angler’s Punt Company or of taking the
candle-factory.

] want you, Jo, to find John Barton
atonce.  This will not bo very difficult,
as ] havo discovered that ho iz guiltless of
complicity in tho murder of Lady L., has
been thrown over by Sophia Kirby, and
is in all probability dependent on his wife
foraliving. I am =)most certain he is
on the turf. 8. I is trying to find him.
Womust get at him first.  Shesonta
letter to him at the Warden Hotel Daver:
but its contents show that sho is doubt{ul
of his getting it there.  You will do well
to go to tho Warden aud claim tho letter.
Not that it s of any valuo to us—I know
tho contenis—but because it would be
valuable to him. You had better ad-
vertisc in tho Sporting Times and  other
turf-papers—~if I know tho addresses of
theso people, I would not trouble you.
Wond it liko this—*If John Barton wants
to hear of a good thing, writo ta *“Double
L., Post-flico, Daver.”” If thero are
any English sporting-papers published in
Boulogne or Paris—1 think there must
be—havo the same advertisement inserted
in them.  You can take a room some-
whero i Dover, when you gn thero to
claim tho letter at tho Wardenand wait
{or answers to the adverlisements,  Itis
not unlikely that John Barten will go to
Daover himself. Be careful how you man-
ago him. Uyou find him, promise him
whatover you liks, and, 1f poasible, get
him to como to Fontainebleau with you.
Don't frighton him or lot him know meze
than that you are acting faralady. Ii
ho znswers by Jotler, tend it tomoat
once. Incither caso communicate with
me~by telegraph, if presxing.

*and row, Jo, that you may nntgo
abiut this in a haif-hearted reluclant
fashion, I will et y~u inloa secret—or
mrtnfit. ] havo discovered within tho
123t week 2 fact which catirely aliers tho
complexion of this affaic. I give you my
soleman wond that 1 am working now for
Lady 1., and that, if I snoceed, sho will

less the day that AMrs. Gower actusto
destny ket happinexs.  Yourde nnw haw
1itl0 1 neod care for your threat, and how
if you reaily xymjathiso with Lady Lo—
a3 you have professed~—you aro bound to
help 1o tn tho uimasl in year power.
Wnto to me, enclminy evpica of the
advertisoment, and I will sond you mnre

meney, and continue thoxug iy Thilo you
uyto aid ma.  “Yours a!}ecunmwy.
b I Y 20

“P 8. —1 need net onferer upen yon

tho necanyily of almnlulo soconey with re-
53 10 cur procecaings a tho proscat

time. Lot no one know what wo ave do- | side. '
ing, nor oven suspect it by a cereless word, | reatle
It is not probable that you will meot Brs. t somo
Gowor;but, should suchan accidont occur, | came
do not suffer hor to draw o singlo fact |rosei
from you relativa to thisaffair. You know | joinii
nothing—tho wholo .natter rests in the | atead
hands of your partner at Fantainebleau, ! diree!
you cansay. Should sho by any means {ands
got 2 cluo to tho zccensy turn of cvents, | boon
my plans will bo upset, and all hopes of | disiw
rescuing Lady Linton from misery mwust | was,
bo abandoned.” thv g
Y. am Mr. Piorco, Dover, to Mrs. {after
Picerea, Tontainbleau— placo
“Sea View Cottazo, Thursday. wond
“Dear Eliza,—You'vo taken mo out of | pily
my depth, and where on earth youre go- | him
ing to land mo I don't knouw. However, | sittt
I recognizo the wisdom of hanging on to Tc:utc}
you, and 1 thank you for the welcomo (Dol
notes. 1 am sorry to soo the money gocs At
fastor than I wish, and must hog you to I‘apec(
send more boforo long. I have carrizd tupon
out your instructions to thelctter, and .n-  soun
closo advertisements published in Sport-  corri
ing Times, I'icgd, otc. I fotched the let-  werd
ter addressed to John Barton at the War- o2
den and read it. It is all heathen Greok had
tome. ButIhaveunbounded confidence hush
in you, and am heartily glad to lear we froa
aro doing dirty work for clean people. 1 open
am ceriain a cheap bathing-.company cers
would do hero—but of that moro anon. to b
Fish is scarcely to bo obtained, tho best and
being sent to London ; the remaiuder 18 have
20}d in tho town at & frightful price, 1  char

have been fairly lucky with a lino fishing 'that

from a beat.

A fow boats satarted - sco

to supply tho town with good fish opp

ought to pay cxcellently. 1 am go-
ing
Folkestone, and 2o adicu.

not

to try a Jittlo bottom.fishing off doo
Any inforin- rept

ation I wmay pick up relative to John doo
Barton I will forward without delay. agai

“ Yours most affectionately,
“Jox PieRrcE,

CHAPTER XXXIY.
GERTIES Discoveny.
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1t was but a short period «f happinets  ove
that camo to  littlo Lady Linton at this  bot
time—a gleam of sunlight liko that which eat

sometimes succeeds a day of rain irradiat.
ing fora moment tho tear-washed faco of

sta:

Nature betoro the darkncess of night veils  dar

it in decper gloom.
Miss Drummond was no! to ba broken
inliko a horse.

cau
ong

If sho submitted to Sir  the

Gilbert's guidance, it was sinply becanse  wa

she saw tho folly of running counter te
him while ho held the rein and the whip .

mo
(

meanwhile she pondered the ways and e
means of getting tho reinand whipinte  of

her own hznds, and bringing Gilbert to
subimission in his tumn.

©01

Y0,

Gertio saw nothing particular in tho }m
abscnco of Miss Doummond duning the v
visit of Mr. Gower and his daughters. By
Possibly sho was really unwell, possibly  ah
sho was merely indisposed tomeet thoss an

whoso c¢xuberant

cung indicatod a be

= character s0 cntirely eppased toher in
own lethargic nature. Gertio was heartiiy St
glad that ahe kept her roem, Inrlter pre- -t
scnco would enly have imposed constrant | x¢
upon tho gitls, and xpailt 1er ploasurein gy

their socicty.

How diflerent it would {,

havo been, thought ahe, if Gilbert had g
not oomo to an underslanding with Miss I

Drammend 1

Without that, aho might 'y

havo been npenly insuliod beforo herown w
frdcnds. She would cerlainly have felt ¢
anxinosand ill at case, and they would iy
have gono away with the impression that 4y
aho was unhappy. Happily they had scen

herat ker best, and foun

Gilbert, ashe

wasalways toher, thehandsomest, bravest, )

racal cntricoua in the world.

b

With zemo such wceflections astheso )
Gertio fell aaleep that night, afterthodes o
rariure of hot fricnids.  When zho epenod ¢
heTeyes, it was with a confesad netien

that aho had been Jistening for 3omotimo

1o muflled vwicos and atranges~unds, auch ¢
avato kad haanlin the vostihalown the i
nizht of Min Drummands lale relum |y

fom Fontainehlean.  Rho might havo

boen droaming aamething «f tha kind, 1,
The found that Gilbert was ned by her t




