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¢ Among tho iustruments devised tor hastening the progress
of popular and professionat enlightenment. is this sociation.
It way founded by phy~icians who were pamfully alive o the
deficicncies of the scheols, espeeintly in compurixon with these
of Europe.  Some Who were nost mdent inlabor for establishing
2 higher grado of medical cducation, had re-ided abroad, and had
felt hamaliated in compaging thor own attaments wath thoso
of their fureign contempornries,  Others who had not heen sub-
Jjeeted to this paintul oxperience, wers nevertheless acquainted
with our shortcomings, and wore equally in carnest in urousing
tho medical profession and inducing the medical colleges 10 en-
large their carvienium prolong their torms of study, and exact
from candidates for the medical degree a larger amount of pro-
fessional knowledge. There was no doubt of the need of im-
provement, hor any of thy sincerity of thoso who advocuted it.”

Now, both of these statements are intelligible enough, and
would bo highly satisfactory, wore it not for the glaring incon-
sistoncy of what follows. 'The cditor of the Juurnal and Bull.tin,
near the close of his report of Dr. Stille's address, says.—
(page 279 and 313) He then drew a contrast between the educa-
tion ir. Europe and this country, and expressed the opinion that
the long torms and more vxtended curriculum of the schools of
the old country aro not 10 bo desived, and that owr =ys
tem of education is botter suited to our national characteris-
tics.  IIo contends that we aro going through a state of teansi-
tion, and that we have not yot arrived at the point at which the
highest form of education is necessary.  In this conrection he
quoted somo viows from Ierbert Sponcer, in regard to the nature
of healthy mental progres.”

And their spocial California correspondent, writing from Saa
Francisco under dato of May G, 1571, speaks of the address iv
approving terms as « a long and cantiously prepared paper. The
diction was polished. the sentences constructed carefully, and
tho paper perhaps, will prove, as a litezary cftrt, the best over
read beforo the Association.”

The eilort, certainly, in the estimation of the corvespondence
quoted, and the many other admirers ot the eminent Professor of
Theory ard Practice of Medicine in the University of Pennxyl-
vauin, may present all the excelient features claimed, butits ap-
parent contradictions, and their aceeptance and approval by the




