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his boasted liberty may provo a perilous possession to himself
and his neidibors. When a conimiunity refuses to be bound by
laws w'hich Sanitary Science has declared to be necessary, it
abuses its liberty and may bring serious damage upon itself.
The laws of health cannot be broken with impunity, and this
spurions love of liberty frequently stands in the way of sanitary
reform.

We have a striking instance of it at present in the stupid re-
bellion against sanitary laws shown by many communities on the
lower Mississippi in the present epidemic of yellow fever.

Froin the thought of liberty to that of bondage may seem a
strauge step, yet the next national characteristie which I mention
as having an influence on publie-health, nanmely, the worship
of material things and the feverish haste to accuiulate wealth,
lays upon us a bitter and grievous bondage. The publie and
the representatives of the public are too apt to regard with im-
patience, if not with scorn, the claims of any interest whic.li dooes
not seein to have immediate or direct bearing on the great national
occupation of money making.

There is an epieramnnmatic expression in the works of Aristofle
which mizlht well be inscribed in letters of gold over the council
chamber of our legislatures and our boards of trade. It nmay
be freely translated thus, " It is not seeily for a free people to
be always seeking for cash returns."

I think the Greek philosopher saw the glitter of the golden
manacles and Vould w-arn ius, if we value freedomn, to set our
affections on other things than gold.

This national characteristic, disinclination to invest in medical
securities, is, perhaps, due to various things. It is partlv due
to ignorance, to an incapacity of appreciating scientific teaching,
to a hesitation in trusting the expert opinion of Science-for
which, perhaps, Science herself is somewhat to blame. It is not
entirely the fault of avarice. When our people are convinced
that any measure is for the publie weal, they are generally willing
to aid. And I nmay perhais draw attention here to the fact that
thc first nublic sanitarium for tuberculosis, the first in Canada
erected as a Government work, is now in operation in Kentville
in this Province.

But, as a rule, there is great dificulty in inducing corpora-
tions and municipalities to expend a reasonable sun in carrying
out Ihe details of a public health system--to pay the water supply,
drainage, sewerage, removal of garbage, disinfection. It is not
too much to sav that apathy ii regard to questions of public
healthb is a. national characteristic.
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