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sorry to sce them further reduced in number, for I believe that so
many are absolutely nccessary. It is in the dissecting room, the
chemieal, physiological, therapeutical, and pathological laboratories
that we see the change. These which before were for the most part
only “side shows” are now made to hum with the practical work
which is done within them, while demonstrators are moving about
busily, engaged in examining and instructing.

In clinical teaching also we have made marked advances. A cre-
ation of the last few years is the clinical demonstrator, who takes
small classes of students into the wards or the out-door depart-
ment of our hospitals and gives them that +bedside instruction”
which is so essential; leaving the clinical professor to deal with the
full classes in the lecture or operating room. Thus each student is
enabled personally to examine the case, to study the physiognomy of
discase, and to make deliberate, thorough, and systematic ¢xamin-
ations.  He thus learns to use his special senses and gets into careful
habits of observation which once thoroughly acquired will be found
to contribute largely to future success. With thisin view we encour-
age students to attend the out-patient department of the hospitals as
carly as the second year.

In order to make the clinical instruction more comnplete and more
thorough, chemical and bacteriological Jaboratories have been added
to the pathological departments of our hospitals. Thus it will be
scen that laboratory methods everywhere prevail, all with the idea of
developing the scientific spirit in students and of cultivating methods
of thought with observation. ,

The question sometimes arises, however, May the student not be
getting too much of a good thing ? Is it not possible that laboratory
teaching may be overdone ? because, as Welch very truly says, % The
student whose knowledge of a subject is derived exclusively from
laboratory courses is likely to lose his perspective in details, to
acquire only a fragmentary knowledge of the subject, to fail to com-
prehend the general bearing of observed facts; and not to aequire the
general principles and systematic conceptions which are essential.
Laboratory work should be accompanied and supplemented by the
reading of text-bLooks and by leetures.” I am convinced that with
us in Canada laboratory work is not overdone, but, on the contrary,
in some departments needs and descrves further cncouragement. I
hope every luboratory teacher in the country realizes that the object
of a college is to give a good gencral cducation, and not to make
experts in various branches. I have lung felt myself, however, that the
didactic lectures were being unfairly dealt with. There is a feeling



