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allow the patient to retarn to sengibility ; and we notice that the
ahdomen beging to enlarge again gradually until it has reached
its usual prominence. We now feel justified in making a diag-
nosis of ¢ phantom tumor” or hysterical tympunites.  This con-
dition i8 peculiar to hysterical women, and is most frequently
accompanied-with a bowed condition of the lurebar region, called
“ Jordosis,”” supposed to be due to an hysterical spasm of the
psoas muscle. In many caser we also have a distinct wavy
tremor passing along the abdominal gurface when the patient is
being examined. This phenomenon was first noticed by Ouler of
Philadelphia. Instances have been reported where guch cases
have been operated upon for ovarian tumors.  Simpson reports
no lezs than six cases, and Bright reports the case of 4 woman
who entered Guy’s Hospital with an unhealed jncigion in the
centre of the abdomen. She had a distended abdoigen, and
was recognized as an hysterical patient forwerly under the care
of Dr. Marcet. Sir Spencer Well, in his book on Aldominal
Tumors, reports some interesting cases of thiz ztrange disease
having come under his obzervation.

In my next lecture, gentlemen, it iz my intertion w zhow you
another case of abdominal enlargement of a not less interesting,
though very different character.
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During the past twelve months some importnt comributions
bave been made to our kuowledge of the etivlogy of summer
complaint in infants.  Oune of the most mporian baz been the
discovery by Dr. Victor Vaughan, of Aun Arber, of tyrowziovn,
a poisouous sabstance produced in ik under fuvorable cirenm-
stances by the action of an organized fermem—apparenuy the
clostridium butyricam of the bniyric ferment, or if ot iz, onz
frequently developed in association with 1. This poison was firs
discovered in sume cheese and afiérwards iy sume sperimens of
mik and ice cream that bad prodnced svmpioms of zenid poisvn-

ing in those that had partaken of them.  Sinoe then It bas beex



