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and brought together, and becane subject to one
central authority, viz., the Medical Council of

ontario, mîade up of represenîtatives elected and
alpohinted froni the general profession, the medical
sclI ools, and universîties, and also from the
-lomnopathic and E<lectic )o(iies. [his Act

came in force in the year i868, and gave the

Council power not only to iake the standard of
all the examinations, but to appoint examiners to
conduct them ;, and I am happy to say that from
that tinie till the present the standard of medical
education lias been rising year by year, not only in
Ontario, but over the whole Dominion, until to-day
iii (,tntario we have a curriculum standard equal to
that existing in any country in the world, and a
Medical Act to enforce it, which is the envy of the
Uited States, and which England ias tried in
vain for years to adopt. I ani sorry indeed to
find that a hostile feeling lias arisen against the
Couuncil througli sonie clauses added to the Act in
1891, which feeling I would be glad to sec re-
mrîoved. But whîile I am aware that a few faults
are to be found, I am also aware that a great many
virtues exist in the Act as it now stands, and it be-
hooves the whole profession to sec that no action
is taken to impair its usefulness, detract from the
dignity or lessen the infuence of the Medical
Council, which is the safeguard of mîedical educa-
tion in Ontario, and which exerts an inluence over
the whole Dominion, for every province would
suffer should the Council be done away with and
a return to free trade in medicine follow, as it
would most assuredly do, and if the Ontario Medi-
cal Council was abolished we would go back to
the sanie position as we occupied prior to i868.
I cannot believe there is one who lias the welfare
of the mîedical profession at heart in this country
who would wislh to see us return to this condition,
and for this reason I wouid ask those who are
opposed to some clauses in our Act to pause and
conîsider well before they do anything to eibarrass
the Council or vitiate the Act, and by so doinîg
play into the hands of the charlatans both in and
out of the profession. As it is we stand alone,
looked upon by the general public as a close cor-
poration and fitting prey for nialpractice suits for
large damages, who do nothing but increase the
fees and legislate for our own pockets ; and these
views are encouraged by a certain class of men

who have not the ability to obtain our license, or
having obtained it branch off in sone disreputable
way in order to niake more money, and victimize
the very public dom they profess to champon
as against dhe regular practitioner. Fortunately
for the prohession and public, we have a clause in
the Act to enable the Council to purge the pro-
fession of such unworthy members, and to punish
others who trade on the incredulity of the public
by fraudulent practices without being registered.
Why it should be so I cannot tell, unless it is that
people like to be hunbugged. But it is a fact
nevertheless that the sympathies of the majority of
the laity arc against the regular profession and in
favour of quackery. Therefore I reiterate the
stateient that we must be careful how we inter-
fere with the present law, by anending some minor
clauses which may be objectionable, that we do
not get the whole Act wiped out ; and I would
suggest here, as I have already done in another

place, that the members of the profession in
Ontario, who are aggrieved at some of the work-
ings of the Act, mcet the iMedical Council, discuss
the whole question, frame such amendnents as
may be in the interests of the profession and
public, and then go to the Legislature as a united

profession, asking for such alterations in the pre-
sent Act as they have agreed upon, and 1 am sure
the Legislature will grant them. I hope the
Association will pardon me for this digression, but
I speak feelingly, having the interests of the pro-
fession at heart and knowing something of the
differences existing between sone iembers of the
profession and the Medical Council of Ontario.

Prior to 1867 the matriculation examinations in
all our colleges was more a niatter of forn than
anything else, and could be passed at any timne
before going up for the degree. At the present
tine it is quite different. Now it is equal to a
second class teacher's certificate, with Latin,
physics and chemistry compulsory, or junior
matriculation in arts in any university, witb the
science course ; and the day is not far distant
when it will become still higher and eventually
reach a degree in arts; and can anyone say that
this should not be so ? A physician, above all
miien, should be thoroughly educated, for educa-
tion is a great refiiier ; and in what calling or pro-
fession is this quality more essential than in ours ?
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