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beeu wat3eks of Fraser Rliver, and dowu it te the gold. fields of
Brititsh Columbia. This projeet is unquestionably one ef grest.
uational inteest, net only au respecte Canada, but the. wbole B3ritish
einpfre ;-for ishold ita' fe&,:bi1ity b. thoroughly established, ana it
be, found practicable. te forni & communication hy Railway and
Steamer betw.en the. head watéru of Lake 8 uperior and the. shores, of
the -Pacific, it wouid -make Canada the. bighway te, India and China,
give te. Britain the. sbortést rotate and that witiiin her own terri.
tories, to lier possessions on the. Pacifiec md; her vast dominions in
Indi, ad open a highway for lier commerce with the far Baut, witli
which! no hostile power coula interfere. '

Meanwhile the. govemnment of Canada bave, as you ar.e al aware,
taken Isteps to obtain reliable. information as te the nature andi caps-
bilities of~ the country betweent Lake Otiperior andi Redi River, anti
there'h l atey been printed, by order of the Legielative Assembly,
a very full ind interemting Report of the. exploration of that country,
drawn up by the. gentlemen who composeti the. expeditioti sent out
for that purpose. The primary object of the. erpedition, as set forth:
in the instructions given to the. party, was te, make a thorough
examination of the tract; of country between Lake, Superior and Redi
River, by wbich might b. determined the beat route for opeuing a
facile communication through British territory from, thit Lake te
the. Red River settlement, an&i ultimately te, the. great tracts of
cultivable land beyond tbemà. Tiie gentIcixien te wbom: the taak of
exploration was committed' appear ta have doue their work tuc-
rougiity, anai to on. among them,.more-especially, are w. indebted
fora& large, amount of laost valuable and. interesting information in:
respect to the. soil, climat., geological formation, andi natural huateuy,
both -of the tract of country iuterveningbetweeu Lake Superior andi
Fort Garry, and tÉe..vaileys of tih& Red River andi the Asuiniboine.
1 neeti scarcely say _.at the. gentleman te, whoei Isilude îs. Professor
Hlinti of Trinity Coleoge, the. geologistand. naturaliat te the expe-
dition, whose.connexion. with the. Ihstitute, of which he, bas se long
been a nmoet valuableý anti -efficient member, must inerease the. intereat
which ae of us feel. in biis. labors ânî researciies.

Notiiing, I think, shows more strongly the, value. cf careful syste-
matie obâervationý vien condueteti by properly qua.ifed persons,
tban the statementa- containecl in, Professo ]Iind's Report with
mnpect, te tii.» mci*d. climats- of'tbe yailey&. oflthe RedRiver, and


