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greater devotion to duty, stronger faith in Providence, more unre-
lenting efforts in behalf of human rights and religious liberty, in the
face of almost unconquerable difticulties, extending through many long
years.

A biave and loyal Englishman, gladly representing his own hon-
ored sovereign, his fealty was,to that Kingdom which shall embrace
all the kingdoms of this world. His long life of nearly 94 years
began in the heart of London in 1786. It was destined to touch many
lands in its influence, and, extending over so large a portion of this
wonderful 19th century, to come into contact with many phases of its
history and many of its earnest questions. Only after his three score
years and ten had passed was he able, with any sense of abiding, to
linger in England—the land so devotedly loved during all the years

" of his foreign service. The exceptional beauty, as well as moral and
intellectual vigor, of those later years in his English home must have
been something of a compensation for his long period of exile. Iie
must, however, have found a4 deeper satisfaction in the consciousness
that he had been able to accomplish much towards the establishment
of the principles of justice and religious liberty in the land which had
been the field of his most proionged labors. Some disappointment
mingled with his content and some sadness that what had been ob-
tained ir word had not all bzen carried out in deed; but, we trust, that
he, too, like the men of faith of old, thougl not receiving the fullness
of the promise, was able to discern it afar.

When only 20 years of age Mr. Canning began his association with
the diplomatic service, being appointed to the position of second sec-
retary to the Mission to Copenhagen, through the influence of his
relative, George Canning, then at the head of the foreign department.
He left Cambridge to accopt this office, which had but a two months’
tenure—the Danes continuing, at that time, to maintain an attitudeof
hostility toward England. Ere another year had passed, we find him
as secretary to the mission of the plenipotentiary, Mr. Adair, entering
the Dardanelles, and having his introduction to the scenes where, later
in life, he was to wield so important an influence and to maintain so
dig..ified a position. He was fascinated with the beanty of scenery
and the historic charms of the East, which his poetical and classical
tastes enabled him to appreciate well. There was, however, much in
the human ciements of the situation which was utterly distasteful to
him. Again and again, during his residence, did he “shake the dust
of Stamboul from his feet” with the firm resolve never to return there.
Still, the strangely reiterated call of duty found him ever obedient,
aud six times did he go back. Only at the age of 73 did he sayaJust
farewell to Constantinople. These early years of his life there werea
peculiar training for his later service. Singular and great responsi-
bilities were laid on his young shoulders.




