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liundred societies working In the inter-
est of social reform. Some of these arc
under Buddlist and some under Chris-
tian auspices, but tlheir inception la
due undoubtcdly to Christian sugges-
tion. la short, indications abound that
Japan lias cauglit the full force of the
present great nievement in the West
away f rom dogmatie to practical Chris-
tianity. The Ku7iiai (Cengrogational)
pastors and Inymen, at their now fa-
mous meeting in N~ara hast October, ia-
sued a manifeste which attempted no
definition of the personality of Christ,
auJ made ne reference to the Bible, but
laid the main stress on the fathcrhood
or God and religieus living, especilly
linUtceinatter of family purity. But
the meeting touched a higlh-water mark
ef truc Christian fceling and devo-
tion.

III. .And this Icads 'ne to say that the
turn of the tide seems to have been
rcaclied in inatters theological. De-
structive criticism and negative preacli-
ing are at a discount. Men must have
a positive mccsage, evenl if it be not the
wholc Gospel whicli they feel cafled of
God to proclaim. There la, of course,
mucli experimentL.g stili concerning
Christian doctrines and Christian deeds.
The publication of the Zeviewo of J2dIig-
joue9 1?evis by some Christians and the
geuceral acceptance of thc doctrine of
evolution are proniinent evidences ef an
eclectie tcndency in rchig ious thought,
while the non-observance of the Sab-
bath. the vcry wide fcllowship of the
churches, and the yielding to the mate-
rialistie spirit of the times are equahly
significant signs of the moveineut along
practical Uines.

The simple truth is, Christianity as a
lad lias bad its day. As a fereigu re-
ligion it is no longer wehcome. Thecal
is for a Japanese Christiauit.y; and peo-
ple at large are beginning to feed that
Cliristianity ia adaptcd te Japan, and
mnay 110w be considered naturalized and
fitted te do its werk- in the Far East.
Christian men of carneat faiLli anid
illarkci perzonality, Who are genuinely
lntcrcsted in aunexing New Japan te

the kingdom, of heaven, are welcomed
everywhere.

Inquirers are on the increase, semni-
Nicodemuses Who exist by the hundred
if net thousand among thouglitîni mcn
in the land, are coming out of their re-
tirement. I met one sucli the oCher
daky, a disciple a quarter o! a century
age of Thompsoa and Carruthers, two
carly Preabyterian missionaries. He
told me lie still kcpt his B3ible, and read
it Whou lie had leisure.

There have been more additions te
the churches the past six months than
during the previous year, or perhiapa
year and a half. Evcry one, f riend and
foe alike, lias an undefiaed feeling that
Clî-ristianity la thc only anid sure solvant
for the mighty problcms coming up bc-
fore Japan. Thora la almost a revival-
istic spirit in several cities.

We are disappointedl ia individual
Christians and particular ehurches or
institutions. Japanese eathusiasm tus
into some lamentable excesses, but what
of that ? It were better for the pot te
boil ever sometimes than not te boil au
aIl. The experience of the past five
ycars lias been that Indiffercutismn is far
more fatal te truc progress than hot-
headed blundering.

As I view it, the greatest hîindraace
te the Japanese church of to-day la, net
the loose theology of some among lier
members nor the opposition f rom nbe-
hievers, but the conduet of what may
be termed the outer rim et Christian
cliurcb-membership. Maay ef these
proessd disciples have denicd their
Lord aad Ris Gospel by flagrant acts of
unriglîteousness. 1 can think o! six
places at this moment where It seema
well-nig-,h impossible for carncst evan-
gelsts te get a hearing solely because
o! the diagraceful coaduct of professing
ChrIstians. Thera was nothing askew
about their tlîeolegy , but their lifes
were friglitfully se. I deplore loose
thlnking on vital themes ; but leose liv-
ing ia far more disastrous te the falth oif
common people. There is, however, a
healthy tening up in both the thcory
and practice of Christian doctrine. A
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