182

THE COLONIST

MarcH, 1893.

Coal and Petroicum in Ecuador.

W I, D. Haggard, of Quits, in a report
to the Foreign Otlice on the trade «f Eeua-
dor for the ycar 1801 2, states that the coun
try possesses almost every metal, including
coal, which in the prolabls event of the ul-
timato cumpletion of tho canal across the
Isthmus of Pavrma may, from the nocessity
and acarness of the supply, become exrreme
ly valualls, Petrol:um is sl o found in var
fuus plue 8. Jt is specially abuudunt in the
St. Helena district to the nmthwest of Guaya:
quil, whera it lies in pools oa the grouud aud
is 10 be seeca floating on the adj.ining sva.
Hutherto, owing to apathy uad rertrictions of
various kinds, it has no: been wourked save to
supply the neighboring t.wa of Guayoquil
with light and with pitch for vesads; buta
very favoratle mining law having been pissed
in the late Congress, it may be expacted that
advantege wall now be taken of what is de
scribed us the ualimited supply of oil—in fact,
a syndicate is in course of fornation to pur.
chase nnd dizpose of the district to European
or Nacth Awerican companiza,  Tue petroleum
is said 10 be of exceptivuaslly gool qa lity, and
to be, contequently, specialy susnia de tor lub-
rican:s, as wdll us for lightic g and fuel.

Port Arthur's Prospects.

At a recent ennaal inveting of tho Tore
Arthur Buard of Trude, retinmg president
Marks delivered an address upun the prospects
and resvurces of Port Arthoe distraet from
which we make the following exiracis :

The towa is as yeb without a flouring mill,
and I arn more than ever couvioved that tuere
is 1o Letter place vo the coutivent of America
for the build:ng up of this indueiry then here.
When io Montresl in December last, a promia.
eut grain and flour firm told me they wou d
ercct here a llsuring mill of a capacity of 220
to 300 barcels per day of tary could get reason-
able terms and a guwiantee that thar flour and
surplas wheat cuuld be forwarded upon a
throush rate, a4 i3 wow done with wheat feom
the clevators here and at Fort Waliam, 1
think ttis matt-r could bic arranged with the
railway company very easily, and it shoult be
done, 20 that we con.d be ia a positien to con-
tinue the-c negu.auous without delay, or
initistc others.

Tha clevator storage capacity at Part Arthur
an.d Fore Walliam 1s now about 4,000,000 bushie!s,
and the Canadian Paatic Ce. projoses 10 erect
during the comiug scassn anothere cvator of at
least 1,000,000 buzhels capicity. Theestub
lisinncut hero a year apc, 1w councction with
the Yo.t Arthur clevator, of aaystem of ime-
proved grain cleaning n.azhine re bas beeu sac:
cesrful, and dunioy the year 1S12 more thaa
1,000.000 bushels ot the Mumtoba crops of
1891 aod 1892 were handicd a2 this poior. This
meaus 2 yreat dial of moury pad ont for
wag-s, besides adiiog largely to our lake too-
rage and rxports.

‘Theto ore sxid to bo at work in the lumber
woods of Eastern Algomn this winter sune
5000 mea, cutl ing zaw logs aod pu p wood,
all th= latter aud nearly alt the former are tak
co to the United Siates to bo manufactured.
Taocre aro 30 f«w pulp mills in Cavada that the
gulp wood has, of ucceamity, 10 be exporst-d,

ut the peopie of Esstern Algoma tmuk its
guicvance, aud 3 weat scrious ose, tuatthio
huodreds of thovsanus of deliurs, which a-e
anpuely paid vut fur the wnanafacture of these
eaw-logs tuto lumber shuutd gsiuto the pock.
ety of Michigan mill hasds, wsicad of to the
hardy workinecu of Algoma. When the Oa
tasio Gaverament 2014 ity limits 12 West Aggo.
ms, they wiscly iuserted a clause ia the terms

that the timber so bought should be manufac
tured within tho proviuce.

Quite recently the town was approached by
parties wio desr«d to build a tuse furnace,
It wag a pity that those negotintions cumn to
such an abrups termination, I possible they
thould be r.uewed at onee, Thers are many
other localities in Cannds atwo-k on thia sume
prej-er, and the one which succeeds first will
in a1 prorability be the centre lor iron maun
facturng 1 this country, It is much botter
for buth Part Artiur and Fort William to
have his  enterprto located somowhere in
in cithir Town than it is ta have it 1,0u00
mles avay.

IRON MINING,

Jollowing up the question of making this
an iron wmanuficturtug centre, it i8 cny
apprepriate 10 draw your utreution to the
question of iron mming.  Duninyg the last five
yiarw, hundrads of thousands of acres of our
iron 1 {s have been located aad patented  In
the geeat majority of cases these landz have
been  bought from the Crowa by Unted
States ciuz-ns, in other instznces luarge sums
hiave been prid out 2o the originat owaers for
whut are believed to be very valuable iron
properties; bug I am sorry to say what we
huve not to day in Alurmie a single iron mine
in active operaion,  Vari.ud redsousare given
for this.  Tae chicf ant only valid ones are
that there is no furnace to treat the oce, and
that with the preseat duty of 73 cents per ton
on iron ore vomg iuto the the Umted States
and gre atits preseat price, 1t i3 not possible
to rxport it ot a profic. There ateare sereral
stitferent iron raoges in the district : The Gua.-
flise, an the line of the Pat Arthur, Duluth

Western, the Matawan—which crosy,
the Canadian  Pacific  abisac  twenty five
miles west of here—and the Aukokan, aboue
oue hundred miles due weet I am  informed
and have every rea-oa to belicve the ioforma-
tion to ho correct, that theso raoges are geo-
graphicaliy so situated that there shoulu be
pleuty of ore found oan them all, and the evi.
denes from such wock aud explorarion as has
ulready been doae corruborates this and proves
the ore 1o bo of 2 Bessemer quatity.

A promigent plank 1 tne platform of the
political party now in piwer in tae neighboring
Republic was free raw materal. We may
therefore expect that when the tariff is revised,
aud it is Loand to be soay, that iron ore wiil be
put on the frec list. In that case there is uo
reason why the cxportation of Canadian ore
shoull not commence immediately, for un.
doubtedly the district coutiguous to Port
Arthur is quite as rich in ore as either of th)
tieghloring States of Mumnesots, Wiseusin or
Mrcnigan, whish, during 1892 mined a grand
10:atof 0,071,243 zross tons, of which 1,176,639
were mined an the Vermillion Range (Mione-
nn a), and hacled by the Daluth & Iroa Ringe
Rawway 0 Two Harbers for shipment by
vessel,

PPOLT ARTHUR, DULUTH AND WESTERN RAILWAY.

Tue completinn of the Part Arthur, Daluth
& Western railway fror Port Asthur to its
Caunhien termious at Guufhint Like, and the
further catcnston of 3t fur six unles to the Gun.
flmt Lake Iron Company’s mines aituatea on
the now famous Me-aba Range in Miuvaesota
is a2 matter we should coagratulate ouraclves
upan,  Already & coat:zct hes Leen made ox-
teudir g over a tern of years, for the tranagpor.
anon of 1000000 «f ore from the Guuflint
Lke mine. Every cffort should now be madge
10 have the short pap between the ypre.eant
terininus of thisand the Duluth & Ivon Ringe
railway bLuilt, in order that the peopre of this
district might have a new cotlet to tuc aonth.
This ¢xteusion would also tap the Vermillion
Range, tne outpnt of which bas aiready been
referred to.

as you arc aware, the Oatario & Rsioy
River radway has ranning pawers over the
Port Arthar Dalatk & Western railway to
Sand lake atoat sixty miles.  Taie compiny
proposcs to extend this lino to Sturgeon talls,
the head of naviyation on Raiay Lake, a dis-

tanco of about 133 miles, by way of the Ati.
kokan River, f reasonable aid b granted them
by the Dommon anl Provincidl Goverame-nts
aud such assistunce from the Lheal munieip di.
ties 8 thy entespriso is convider-d 10 dosws ve,
The completion of the line to Sturgeon Falls
and a smstl expenditure oo the Fort Francis
lock woull give diseet commuaication, ral,
lake or river, from Port Arthur to Rat Por.
tugs, atlow oasr people to get a fair share of
the trade of the Huconian Gold disirics, the
Atikokan Irou 1unge, the extensive pino forests
of Westers Oatariv and Northern Minaesota,
10t to mention the trado caused by the increas-
ed settlement in the fertile vatley of the Ramy
river,

From raiiway traffis to water communication
isbut a step.  Fhe rtoadement ricontly made by
the Hun. Minister of Railways and Canals,
that the *Sou"” lock would be cumpleted by
May lot, 1894, and that within threo years
the St. Lawrence system of cspals will be
completed s0 that a boat carrying 2,000 toos
of cargo maey clear from Port Acthur and
without traushipment deliver it in Liverpool
or any purt iu the world, is one thut Cana-
diaus may well b pioud of.  Then, and pot
till then, will the people of the Canadian
Northwest know whart it is to have a method
of truosportation from Port Arthur to the
sea, by waich the vroduct of their prairies
can be carried at the rate of cne mill per
ton per mile, & rate which no railway on
caith can commenze to compete with. Ia
other words, a rate from here to Mountreal,
including caval tu'ls, not to exceed five cents
on & busnel of wheat. Waile I am per-onul.
ly of opioion that the ecolargement should
have been proceeded with upan the basis of
a 20 fuot channel, tho half loaf is better than
uo bread, avd 14 feot of water is a vast im-
provamncent upoa 2 scani 9. However, I hope
to sce the day when the deep chavnel will be
carried throagin by the united efforts of both
uauoas and the St. Lawrence route made the
outlet for ths traffic, not only of Canada, but
for the northeen and northweatern atates,

Present {udications are that the district of
Algoma will soon be recognized as a great gold
field; already from Sudbury to Rat Portage
gold mines are beicg worked, aud it only wauts
capital to start one hundred mines for cvery oae
now being developed.

New IPost Offices.

The new post offices to be opencd on the 1st
of March io Maaitoba aod the Northwest Ter-
ritsries are: Bagot, 33, 11, 9, Narquette—~1Vm,
Cairns, pastmaster ; Buaexelles, 32, 6, 11, Sel.
kirk—Rev. G. Williams, postmaster ; Hyde,
29, 19, 7. Assiaibsia—G A, E. Hyde, pest-
inaster;  Ingleside, 27, 10, 4, Marquette—3,
McShaonock, postmaster.

Tno following transfers have beea made to
come into cffect on Mach lst :—RBramsley, Jas.
Taylor vice George Gleo, resigaed; Breden-
burg—W. \W. Wilson vice J. J. Buchacan, re-
sigaed; Col —W. E. Joacs vise F. Fisher, re-
sined. Fasnysteile—-A. Jacqaes vice A. Vero.
veau, rosigaed; Pipi:stone—John McKinnon
vice J. Buthaeau, resigacd.

Agather pripacition anp for tha catablish.
mentof a Linder twine factory ir Winoipeg.

The Hon. Robt. Watson, Misister of Public
Works, reported to tao Manitoba L-gislative
Auemlly on Thursday tho0:h, the result of the
calcnlations and top:grapiical sarveys inade
under the direction of his Depirtm:nt, with
a view to asceriaining the probavle cost of
drainirg the lands adj:ceat to the city of
Wiunipeg. The tutal cost, it is estimated,
would be in the neighborhood of §212,2350,



