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untold nuinbers, are becoing hairdened
hi' it, aîîd weak brethrtnefor whoni
Chlrist dieil are being seduocd fromn the
allegiance which licy OWCv ow0I their Di-
ine Master.

A venerable ecck(siastic-al body. the
Generai Assenihlv ot' the Free Church
oi'Scotland,hias d;leclareti of i uteipcrance
that Il nei~t to the native depraviîy of'
the human heart, in which, likec aIl other
praeticai evils, it has its source, it is, the
mos! formidable obstacle o Ille sucress of
reliqious; instruction, and of the3 morais as
well as the economicai improvemient of
Societ v."

If' this tcstimony bc truc, the subjieet
whicli ive subii dentands the attention
of every body of Christian office J3 earers,
met in the naie of the Lord Jesus, and
for the advanccment of' Ils kingdom;
ani ive therefore appeai to your Chris-
tian principle andi leeliiig,aîîd subinit the
itiquiry, lias ail been donc whi;h. is
witlun your reach as a deliberative body,
and also as individuals, to discounitenatice
Intenipvraic and 10 reniove its causes ?

The vacant places of' deceased mne-
briates are, aIas, 100 rapily filled up by
a neyer fiiling supply, flowving (as it ap-
pears to us) from the convenlional -u.ages
qfSo)ciely, in reference to intoxicaîingç
drinks. So long as these arc fre-quer.î
ussed by al] classes as a comînon bc% erage,
their victiîws vvil bc Le.fion, untle..s
Science, history and experience unitt'
in g'iving fialse testiimony. Strong moral
power, or other eouinteracîing a7ge ui
zuay oftn resist sticcessi*ullv, but Nvhen
such pbow~er is wcakc, and oilher barriers
feeble, ma ny îmdl full and pe'is. Permit-
us then agairi to raise a question to be
weighed and ansivered-Is it ricyhî in
the Church to encourage, or evten by
ber silence to tolerate usages fraught,
,with suclu pcrnicious consequences; and
can site saiWy recouîmend, to the youuîg
miore especially, anything short of entire
abstinence fromn that %which inebriates ?

The Churcl i nay pronouince lier se-
vcrest denuniciations against drutken-
nue.s, and pr-oceeýl :o inilict her higlhcst
censures upon the intemperate. cShie
niay c *ut off mcm bers and cast out Office
Bearers who bave beconie vile through,
stron * drink, but the question still recurs,
and demands invezrigation, Is shoe not
in a wrong,,)osition so.,long as shle sunc-
tions the unnecessary use of the prod.uc-
tire source oU ail these evils?

In lier mcmbership ie have a righlt to
look for the "lsait of the earthi",and h

n'liht of thie world." wfhat -the-ýn ,ust

be our elismppointrnent, ifithese are found
making gain out. oU the corruption of So-
ciety anîd tite. degridation of humnanity?
ls the pro.seeution of the liquor traffio. by
the meinher-s of the Church, iii these
daiS of* light, consistent with thieir avow-
ed devotion 1a the scrvice of God, andi
with the highi ends of' a religious Profès-
sion ? And ought not the' church, i>y
wholesomne discipline, to declare her con-
viction that suchi traffbc is ininmical 10 the
cause oU ebIrisuianîîy.?

For deliverance froîn these evils, nre,
in commion wvith yourselves who are mem-
bers ofth ds Svîiodý (or Conference or As-
sociation), look i0 the Gospel of Christ,
and the bieqsing of the floly, Spi-
rit on the application of Divine truth.
Assured ofthe perl'ect adaptation of the
Gospel to remnove this and ail other moral
evils under the îveighîi of îvhich hurman-
ity noir labours, Our hope rests on Di-
vine Powrer anti Graee. -Our Praver is
that this Ileavenlv Agency may be ahun-
dantly coitunuuicated, anti it is beeause
we believe that our own inconsistencies
nmay deprive us of iliose spiritual influ.-
ences which only coni strengîhien mcn to
overcom-e the îvieked one, and ail his
tcmptatious, that Nve, express Our convic-
tion, that extîensive success in the applit-
cation of the Gospel to the p7ee'ention
and cure of Initeniperance will flotble
realized, tili ils administrators themselvcs5
avoid, and teach their hearers to avoid,
the unnecessary use of what bas tempted,
seduced and ruinied unvriads of our race.

Farther, as we look for deliverante
from-the Divine blessinc on Divine. truth,
so also we antîcilpate thiat it will cOo
throueh the Church, andivili correspond
iih hber meal. piety anti purity. Rie-

g.trdiýng lier as D)ivirc, anti therefore ini-
mcasureably superior to jinerely hum-an
organ izations, ire tonsider the eradica-
lion of]nîtemrperance, as part of bier lecyi-
timate work. Cailld as s is, to testify
again 51 sin. iii ail its torins. ive wvould-res-
pcîfuily and eàrnies.lv invoke aý more
active Ilsympathy anti co-operation" in
the work ofdefienting the youiig of' this
landi from tlîe seduction of the wvinc cup,
and the fascination of strong drink.

May the Spirit of Wisdom, of Peace,
and of Love, presitie over ail your ýeti-
berations; and on this subject guide yois
Io sucli decisionis as %ili. give glory to
God in the iiiglhest, produce peacu on
earth, and gçdd viii (o min.

On bbOUrle Coumiîtýe,


