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PROVIDENTIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL.—COMMER-~
MERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF WESTERN AFRICA.

[POR THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAJMINER, BY A CORRES]’ONDHNT.]

The traces of' wisdom in the works of God,
are as numerous as are the indications of Di-
vine agency itself. 'T'he believer, as he muses
on creation and providence, will adore and ex-
chim, ¢Q Lord, how munifest are thy works,
in wisdom hast thou made them ail.”” Wehave
often thought that those marks of design are
particularly beautiful and impressive where de-
partments of the Divine works that are in
themselves distinet, and in a sense independent,
are yct connected with cach other, and subor-
dinate to the production of some itportant re-
sult. As for example, the formation of partic-
ular localitics of our globe in connection with
those events of distant occurrence in the ar-
rangements of Providence, by which particular
tribes of the family of man have been settled
in those localitics. Thus, the fate of the world
in many impostant interests, has been bound
up with the British nation.  Yet, who will say,
that the greatness of that nation is to be refer-
red to any excellency of the Anglo-Saxon
stock, from which it has chiefly sprung, or to
any moral causes alone, without reference to
the insular situation, the mineral riches, and oth-
er physical advantages of the British Islands.
The all-surrounding  occan, however, was left
to encircle it when God called off the Diluvial
waters to the great deep, then too, its estuar-
ies, bays end harbours were scooped out ; or,
the processes by which they have been formed,
were originated. And in ages long anterior,
even when the foundations of the earth were
laid, valleys and plains were under-laid with
beds of coal and iron, and its rocks and moun-
tain veined with lead and tin,

A manifestation of Divine wicdom of a simi-
lar kind, may be scen inthe subordination of
the secular arrangements of Providence for the
advancement of the Kingdom of Christ. For
example, the publication of the Gospel, and the
planting of Churches in particular parts of the
world, have often been determined, in a sense,
by the access obtained to nations through com-
merce, and even war itself. Look to the course
of the gospel in the early ages of the church ;
and it will be found that it was in many cases
in the tract of the colonies, and even of the
victorious legions of Rome. Thus it was

that the doctrines of the cross were preached
in the colonies, or subjugated provinces along
the Rhine and the Danube, or on the ceast
of Africa. Aud thus in our own favored
age it is that the more wide-spread colo-
nies and commerce of Dritain, her voyages of
discovery, and eten her expeditions for con-
quest, are made subordinate to a spread of the
gospel more extended—though as yet less 1a-
pid—than that which took place in the apos-
tolicage. The history of all the principal mis-
sions ol the present day, iilustrate this remark.
Who could have thought th:at the islands in the
Southern Pacific Ocean, which Captain Cook
discovered, and which were for ihe time the
wonder of the civilised world, for the cannibal-
ism of their inhabitants, were in the course of
half @ century to be not merely civilised, but
christianised 2 Is it unrcasonable to think,
that in a period even less remote, the numerous
communitics of Central Africa, of whose exist-
ence the civilised world has only recently been
informed—for our Parkes and Clappertons who
visited them, perished amongst them—shall af-
ford illustrations of the transforming power of
the gospel, so much the more glorious as these
communities are more populous?

‘We have been led into these remarks by the
following account of the Western Coast of Af-
rica. Itis taken from a work on the Slave
Trade, by T. T. Buxton, Esq., M. P., though
we are due to the Boston Missionary Herald
for it :—

“The numberand sitnation of the navigable rivers
on the western coast of Africa have often been the
gubject of remark by those who have visited them,
and particularly as affording the noblest wmeans for
extending the commerce of this country to the mil-
lions who dwell on their banks, or occupy the cities
and towns in the interior.  Along the coast, com-
mencing at the southern point of the Bight of Biafra,
and embracing the coast of Calabar, the Slave
coast, the Gold Coast, the Ivory Coast, the Grain
Coast, the Pepper Coast, the coast of Sicrra Leone,
and thence northward to the Seacgal, there cannot
be less than 90 or 100 rivers, many of them naviga-
ble, and two of them rivalling in’ their volume of
water and extent the splendid rivers of North Ame-
rica. Itisreported that @ French steam vessel plies
mnore than seven hundred miles up the Senegal, and
that the Faleme which flows.into it cightblcaguu
Lelow Galam, is navigable in the rainy scason to
vesscls of 60 tons burden.  the Feleme runs through




