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PROVIDENTIAL ARRANGEMIENTS FOlù TUE SPIIEAD OF THE GOSPEL.-CO2RMER--

MERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF WESTERN AFRICA.

[FOR TIMi CAYAflZAN CIIJU.STIALÇ EXAMINYERi B17 A CiiEtOON.

The traces or' wisdoîn in the Nvarls of God,
tire as numnerous as -are the indications of Di-
vine aiyency itseilf Thte believer, as lie muses
on crcatioîî and providence, xwi!1 adore and ex-
claim, "O0 Lard, how inanif.est are thy wvorks,
in %visflom liad, thon iazde thcîn a W." CV have
oflen tholuglit tlitat those marks of' desigu1 are
particularly beautifuil and impre:ýsive iwhire de-
paranents af the Divine %vorks ihat are ini
tliemseives distinct, and in a sense independlent,
are yct cannectcd %vîth each othier, and subor-
dinate to the production of sonie imî,nrtaîtt re-
suit. As for cxa:nple, the foàrmation of partie-
ular localities af our globe iii comitetion wvath
tiiose events aof distant occurrcnce iii Ihe zzir-
rangements aof Providence, by wvhich particular
triLes af the faîniily ai tmait have been settled
in those localities. Thiustube fite ai liewarld
in mnany impoitant interests, lins been lbound,
tup with the British nation. Yet, ul'ho wvill say',
that thc greaticss of that nation is la be refier-
red to any excellency of the Anglo-Saxon
stock, froin whicl i t lias chiefly sprung, ar to
any mnoral causes alonie, wvithout, reCerence ta
tIe insular situation, the minerai riches, and oth-
er physical. advantagres af the Blritishm Islands.
TIe all-snrraunding occan, hiowever, xvas bift
to eneircle it Mien Goa called off tule Diluivial
waters Io the great deep, then too, its estuar-
e, bays Pnd harbours wvere seooped out ; or,

the processes by wvhich they have been iormed,
were originated. And ii) ages long anteriar,
aven whien the foundations of the carth wvere
laid, valleys and plains %v'e under-laid with
beds of coal and iran, and its rocks and rnoun-
tain veinied Nwith Iead ani tin.

A manifestation af D)ivine wvi.domn af a simii-
lar ]dnd, ny be scen i lthe subordination ai
the secular arrangements af Providence for tIe
advancement af the Xingdaom ai Christ. For
example, the publication ai the Gospel, and the
planting oi Churclics; in particular parts of the
wvarlde have oiten baen determined, in 'a sensa,
hy the a.ccess obtained ta nations throtigh coin-
nierce, and even wvar itself. Look ta theè course
of the gospel in the early ages oi the church ;
and it wvill be found that it was in rnuny cases
in the tract of tIc colonies, and even oi the
v'ictorious logions oi Raina. Tlius it %vas

tt tIc doctrines of the cruss werc preaclied
iii tIe colonies, or sulhjntcd pravinceà aiuncg
tlIc Rhine and the Danube, or on the coast
af Africa. Ai.d tlIns in aur owvn favorcd
acge il is tInt the mnoto wide-sprcad colo-
nies aîîd commerce af l3ritaiiî, ber voyages of
discovery, anîd e% en licr expeditions flor con-
queý-t, are tmnde subordittate ta, a spread afthe
gospel more extetided-thotitgî as yet lcss ta-
pid-thun tInt wvicI took place in tlIe apos-
lolie age. Thte hîsiury oa al the principal tais-
sioiis ai tue present day, ilistrate this rentark.
WVho con]l] have tlotiglit I.t the islaiids ln the
Soutiiern Pnci6ic Occan), ivlîici Captaim Cook
discavercd, andi %vh*zch wvre flor ilie bime the
ivondcr af the civilised wvorld, for the cannibal-
isn aof thecir inhabitants, %vere ii flie course ai
lialr a century ta bc not inerely civilised, but
ciiristianied ? Is it tînreasonable ta, thinli,
thînt in a period even iess remnlte, the numecraus
conimuttiities ai Central Africa, ai whose exist-
ence the civilised wotld bans oîîîy recently been
iiifornied-for our Park-es and Clappertons wha
visitcd thonm, perisbcd amongst themn-shall ai-
foa illusýtr.ttions ai the transforminîg power ai
tue grospel, so tnuch the more glorious as thtese
camimunities are mare ptopulous?

IVe have been led into tiese remarks bv the
fallawing accouint af the Western Coast ai Ai-
rica. ht is tah-en froin a work an the Slave
Trade, by T. F. Buxton, Esq., M. P., though
wve are due ta, thse Boston .'îfssionaryj Herald
for il

"'Tue niumiber-.and sitination of the navigablie rivers
an te westcrn coast af Airica have aftciî becti the
etibjcl of rcinark by titose i%'ito have visitcd Ilîcîn,
anîd îiarticîîiarly as airn. tIc noahied incans for
extendliitg thc commtîerce ai titis country 10 the ini-
lions vlio dvchl ait tlitir banks, or occupy tle cities
and tolvos ii te itîterior. iang thc coas, cain-
mnelcing atlte soullicrî pointa oftie I3iglt of Biafra,
aîîd cntbraciig, the coast af' Calabar, tue Slave
coast, thie Gold Coast, lie Ivory Coast, the Grain
Coast, lte Pcppe)r Coast te coast of Sicrra Leone,
and titence ttortiard to te Scne,-al, titere cannot
bic iess tai 90 or 100 rivers, ntanýaf thent navlr-a-
bic, and two ai thent rivaliing in titeir volume' of
water and exlent te spiendidFrivers ofiNorth Ane-
rica. Il is reporîed that a French sta vessel plies
more titan scv.a hundred miles up the Sene-ual, and
that the Falonie whiclî fiows . nt it ei,7hti)ca.ues
beow ln, is navig~able iin the raiîiy scason ta
vesscli, of 60 Ions burden. tlicFclcnic runs tlroxigi


