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who are to have a carcto cauge re-cxamine the
animadversions of Presbyteries, and prepare a re-
portto next General Assembly.”—dct Sess. 8¢.
JAug. 10, 1648,

The following Acts will of themselves sufficiont-
ly show the progress made in the umending und
perfecting of this version.

1619. ¢ The General Assembly having tuken some
view of the new paraphrase of the psalmes in meeter ;
with the corrections and animadversions thereupon
sent from several persons and Presbyteries; and find-
ing that they cannot overtake the 1eview and exami-
nation of the wlole in this Assembly, therefore, now
after se much time and so great panes about the cor-
recting and examining thereof from time to tume some
years by-gone, that the wuik may now comc to some
conclusion, they do ordain the brethren appomted for
perusing the same during the meeting of tns Assem-
bly, viz:—Masters James Hamilton, John Suuth, Hew
Mackail, Robert Traill, George Hutcheson, and Ro-
bert Laurie, after the dissolving of this Assembly, to
go on in that work carcfully; and 1o report their tra-
vails to the Commission of the General Assembly for
public affaires at their meeting, in November; and the
said Commission afier perusall und re-examination
thereof, is hereby authorized with full power to con-
clude and establish the paraphrase, and to publish and
emit the same for publick use.”—Act Sess. Ul Aug,
6, 1649.

Edinburgh, November 23, 1649.

*The Commission of the General Assembly having
with great diligence considered the paraphrase of the
psalms in metre, sent from the Assembly of Divines
in England by our Commissioners whilst they were
there, as it is corrected by former General Assemblies,
Committees from them, and now at last by the brethren
deputed by the late Assembly for that purposc; and,
having exactly examined the same, do approve the
said paraphrase as it is now compiled: And therefore,
according to the power given them by the said As-
sembly, do appoeint it to Le printed and pubhished for
publick use; hereby authorizing the same to e the only
paraphirase of the Psalms of David to be sung tn the
Kick of Scotland; and discharging the old para-
phrasc, and any other than this new paraphrase to e
made use of in any congregation or family after the
first day of May, in the yeac 1630. And for uni-
formity in this part of the worship of God, do serious-
ly recommend to Presbyterics, to cause niake publick
intimation of this Act, and take special care that the
same be timeously put to exccution, and duly ob-
served.” A. Keg,

The version thus corrected and approved by the
Church, shortly after reccived the approbation,
and was sanctioned by the authority of the Scot-
tish Parlisment in the following Act 1~

REMARKS ON PSALMODY.

Edinburgh, January 8, 1650,
“The Conmmittee of Fatates having considered the
Snglish Paraphrase of the Psalms of David 10 metre,
presented this day unto them by the Commission of
the General  Assembly, together with their Ac, and
the Act of the Jate Assembly, approving the saud
pavaplirase, and  appoiuting the same to bs sung
through this Kirk, ‘Therefore, the Committee doth
also approve the said paraphrase, and interpone therr
authority for the publishing und practising thereof,
hereby ordaining the same, and no other, to be made
use of throughout this Kingdom, according to the
tenor of the said Acts of the General Assembly and

their Commissioners.”
T. Huxprnsox.

This metrical version of the psalms, thus ongin-
ally rendered by Rouse, aud afterwards so careful-
ly amended by the Westuumster Assemnbly of Ih-
vines, by the several Presbyteries of the Church of
Scotland, by the General Asseinbly at divers imes,
by a number ot Comnuttees appownted by the As-
sembly, and finally by the Commission of the As.
sembly, is the one used to this day by the Church
of Scotland, and by Synods and Presbyteries hold-
ing conunection with her in oll parts of the world,—
by all other Presbyterian bodies in  England, Scot-
land, and Ircland—and by several of them both in
the Britishh Colonies and in the United States of
Amcrica,

The Church of England continued to use Stern-
hold aud Hopking’ version from the time of the
Restoration, inn 1660, untilit wassupplanted by that
of Brady and Tate, which was published in 1692,
and1s the one at present used in that Church,
Bishop Horsley, in the preface to his translation of
the psalms, speaking of Sternhold and Hopking’
version, Says 1=

1t was a change much for the worse, when the
nedantey of pretenders to taste in literary composiion
thrust out this excellent translation from many of our
Chiurches, to make room for what sull goes by the
name of the new verston, that of Tate and Brady,
wluch, i many places where the old version is just,
accurate, and digmfied by its sunplicy, 1s careless
and inadequate, and, 1n the povesty and lntleness of
its style, contemptable.”

> Many of the Dissentersin England being desi-
rous of having the version used by the Church of
Scotland, intreduced into their Chapels, an edition
of it was published in England, in 1673, witha re-
commendatory preface by Dr. Owen, and subscribed
by twenty-five other divines as follows :—

“ Surely singing of psalms is a duty of such com-
fort and profit, that it ncedeth not our recommendation,,
the new natare is instead of all arguments, whichcan-
not be without this scriptural solace.  Qur devotion




