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state. Surely it is a fact which speaka well for the conscientiousness and selt'-denial
of our people, that wve have hiad a larger missionary revenue in 1858 titan in auy
previeus year. By the way I cannot bellp thinking sonie of your cougregations
need greatly to, be stirred up, as te, the matter of gilvilng for reiigious objects. 1
miay not have the mcanis of forming, ant aecurat e jatdgmnct ou the point, but lookzing
at the couttibutions as reported in your magazine, tlîey seem to be in maxîy in-
stances miserably smail. We have been led to believe that in many 4,f your con-
gregations there are individuals who %vould not display very grecat' libcrality-
except relativuly-- if they were te give the wliole sum, contributed by the congre-
gations to wvhielh they belong. I know that your farmers have often not mnucll
7nonqy, but 1 suîpcct tbey are ofteu lacking too in the wvi1l to part with it for sueli
purposes.

An agitation lins been begun in Scetland with a view te, desectarlanize the parisl
schools. Tlhis seems the inost tikely scbeine that lias been proposed iii Scotland 0on
the education question, and is sure of a large amotnt of support. Soîne wiII say
indeed Ilif religion is to bc taughit in the sehools, better have a test tViau be witlî-
ont one ;" but thie truth is the statements about the teaching of religion in piarLhI
sehiouls, ai e nmere talk. If the tests be abolished, the abolition of the Presbyterial
superinteîîdeuce is a corollary. Iaa er.Sr

Yours sincerely,-

WIIITBY.-OELEBtATION.-" TWI3NTY-FIVE YEAR5 A WA&TOiIMIA-2.

The Rev. R. Il. Thornten having completed the tweuty-fiftli year of his
pastorate of the U. P. cengregatiens in the front of the Township of Whitby, the
people of lis charge becoiningl,,y resolved to celebrate the event by a social
meeting, yelept a soiree, and tu invite the presence of some of their bretihueu from,
the surrouuding congregations, which owed their orngin, ii great meisure, te Mr.
Thornton's indeflutigable and efficient, labours. The meeting was held iu their
lai-ge brick chiurch, situate between the towus of Oshawa snd Whitby, 011 the
evening oif Wednesday, the lOth of Feb. The audience was large, nuniberinig, it
is pî'esuinicd, about 500; and the spirit tliat pervitded the meeting xwas truly
delightfl,-declarative at once ef chî'ittian brotherhiood, and gratitude for the
enjoymetnt, for suchi a lengthiened period, of the pastoral serylees of ue se highly
qualified anîd se faithful.

Di». Tempest, of O~îwwas unanirneusly called te the Chair, and lie disclîsrged,
its duties iii every way wortlîy the Chriýtian gtntleman. Alrter a very boleiz
prayer by the 11ev. Mr. Ca,-sie, of Port Hope, tea wvas servedl, wvhieli did honer te
the bouitty and bakery of the ladies of the congregation. The Cluairrnaîî then
rend and presented te 24r. Thornton the folloviiu. suitable and iutereititng address,
which the present writer copies from, the WhUtiby Tirnes:

To the .Rev. -?. H. Thornton. HTFE.1,189

DzAnt Sin,-The lapse of 25 years since the organization cf the Chuncli of which
we are niembers and of whîch you are the minister, calta for more tlîau ordiutary
notice.

The fonnding of the Churchi bere was due under Providence to your first mis-
Bionary labours having beeîi directed te this part of Canada.

These labeurs resulted shortly in the formation of thîls Congregation and la your
being placed as pastor over it. The formation of thie United Presbytcnian Clînreli
in this place at thiat time was a workr of ne saal difficulty, being as it ;vas oue of
the fit thuat were establishcd in the Province; formed tee, when the country was
new ; the people niew corners from ail quarters, with varions and diverse views Pn&l

Prej*udices, and lvlhen the pecuniary resources of the members 'were very limited

Difficulties and trials, arising from these and other cauises were constant for the


