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Those who asic us io leave Roinanismi alone
overlook the glaring fact that it will flot leave
us alone. Itilhai not doue so lu the past, and
is îîot doing so to-day throughout, the leugth
and breadthi of our Dominion To say uothing
of political intrigue, of which no one will
venture to exonerate thec Jesuit8, it is notorious
that priests and prýàites liabitually thunder
against our faith and our Bibles as utterly
faise, and, therefore, on the ground of self
defence and self preservation, we are bound to
act as we do, unlesz, indeed, we are ready te
confess before, God and man that the faithi
which, we hold is to, us a matter of such litt1e
moment that we care not whether iL is main-
taiued or destroyed. Finally, as to the work
of our Colporteurs and Missionaries beiug an
impertinence. The unsupported assumption
here is that thiey are sent te do what is un-
necessary, and to do iL iu a wrong spirit and
method, iu au insulting manner; all of whichi
we deDy. How can iL be au insuit te ofl'er
our most bighly prized possession, the Gospel,
te any one? 1 t is most necessary that super-
stition and spiritual bondage should be
broken up by a full and clear presentation of
God's message of love and freedom to ail men.
This is ail that we charge our agents te do,
aud if the teaehing of the simple Gospel to
those who are ignorant of iL is an impertinence
which should be resented, then we mnust
plead guilty; but if, on the contrary, it is a
work stamped witbi the approval and enforced
by thue comimand of the !Son of <3oid, then ln-
stead of being blamed and censured for it, we
justly expect Z-te be heartily supporled by al
who love and serve Him.

DR COCHRANI\E, Convener of the Coin-
Smittee foi- the Western section, in pre-

sentine his annual report to the General
Assembly, congratulated the Easteru Section
uponl the excellent staterneut th*ey lad pre-
scnted. Thcy had a 'balance' also in the
West, but it was unfertuitately on the
wrong side. Hie loped however, that the
-clouds would soon pass away. He had
neyer laid on the table a report shewrng a
greater amount of work donc.

After dwvelling at, lengtI upon the great suc-
cess that liad attended the work iu Manitoba
and the iNorth-west, lie said tat if the Home
Mission Comxnittee had not donc anythiing
but this thcy weil deserved the prayers and
thanks of thie Assemnly. He then rcferred te
the werk in British Columbia, stating that
while there wvas but one minister there a
littIe over ten years ago, they uow had a
I'resbytery of eleven ministers, aud these are
only the advanced guard of the army of occu-
pation that is to follow.

Dr. Cochurane referred to the past changez
and progress that had taken place in the Pro-
vi nce of INManitoba sinco bis firat visiL in 1873,
and thio marvellous extension ef Home Mis-
sion woriz, In stupplying the setLers la the
North-West with the inoans of grace, the

PrebytefanChiIIVI occuI)ied ne secondary
place. Tlit> ricpor-l now prosented was encou-
ragiing as reg-ar(ls iork donc, much greater
then ever. before iii tlie histery of the Chiurel.
It wvas not e, icoatin.- as regards tIe contri-
butions for this, orne of tIe most important. of
ail LIe sehlimes of the Church. Instead of
larger uiirsas larger demands were made,
congregational oollections for the fund were
decreasiiîg. A pertusal, of tIe report showed
that during the past year many new mission
fields had boeil occupied, more especially in
the North-West and Britishî Columnbia, aud
LIat several ilew congregations had been put
upon the augiieiîLed list. The number of the
latter was, however, now ouly 142, as compared
with. twice that nuuuber 1iîree years ago. This
was a cheeriing indication that congregations
were graduially becoîning self-sustaining, a
znost hiopcfiil aspect of this departmnent of the
work. The statistics showed that there were
under the care of the comunittee 714 mission
stations, 166 aiiginented congregations, and
189 ordained missionaries and catechits. Of
this nuniber of stations 302 were lu Manitoba
and tIe North-West, withi 20 augunonted con-.
gregations. In closing bis address hie made
reference to the exceedingiy criti--ai condition~
of both the Home Mission and Augmentation
Funds. The suin of $47,000 liad been expteud-
ed on missions during the year, of whiclh the
preshyteries had contributed only $25,000.
TIe sura of 1, -29,000 lad beoil given te aug-
mented congregations, of wh.,ich tIc presbyte-
ries gave only S23,000. The Reserve Fudad
mwere now nearly exhausted. Assuuuing tliat
tIe saine rate of giving was te continîue during
the year aud the grants promised, paid, there
would next yenr be an indebtedniess of S20,000.
As te ttu,. causes for the large deficit of the
year, hie mentioned the unexpected paymeut
of some $3,000 to Manitoba lu addition te
te the large grant rcci,-ed, making thls
year a tots'I of nearly $32,000 for missions
and augmentations te the Nortli West.
The contributions aise of many dhurcIes,'frein causeà which miglit appear différent te,
different miuds, hiad in rnany cases falien far
short of former years, aud there was an iu-
crcased outiay, of necesqity, iu British Colui-
bis. But for tIe kind gifts of the British
etturches and private bequests and donations,
and the $1.2.000 taken front tlie reserve fund,
the mission fund woul'l hav e showil a debt
this year of $22,000, end but for the reserve
fu nd for Augmentation there won Id 1have been
a debt in that departntat of tome $6i,000. IL
was clear that this state of matters couid nQt
go on. lt ueed notgo on if Presbyteries and
congregatiens would give in anythiug like
proportion te tIe pressing niecessities of the
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