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Jresos aaid to his disoiples. Whom do you

thatlemn t

Simon Peter answered and =ad
tho Son of the liviag God

And Jcsus snsweting, snd to bhin Blessed

thou Simon Bar-Jona
Axp Lsay 10 TUEY
GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PUAVAIL AGAINST IT,

Anolsuart cive 7o THEE vux Kevsor mus Ki
DO OF NCAVEN

Thou art Chnst *

becanse flesh and Lleod hath
not rercaled it to thee, but vy faskier whu 14 1 heaven
THAT THOU ART PRTaRm; AND ¢
upoN THIS ROCK | witL purtd sy Cnemcn, anp e |

Aad ehatsoever thou shalt nnd i
upon earth, 1t shall bo buund alsom hiraven  and what- i

sy

art -

!
i

No- |

the

thy

on tha leundanion of a3 rock, which s Peler,
L yon represect at under tho fign

ehold nur Redecmer paving the triibute as its master,
" and after him comes Perer as s ropresentative.  Is

. Redeemer who wstrucis tam,
. which woare diawn fiom the gulphof Sin represent-
cd by a iher's net !
whe draws it | tha other dieciples lend their 283, but it
18 Peter that presonts the fishes to our Redeemer, s

:, 13 51 its head.
" ?

" have it shadowed under the syrbol of flock and fold ¢t
: 8arat Purr s the Shepherd, and Univorsal Yostor

Ts tha Chnrel hikened untoa house} Tt is ,)hvced
will
of a familyt You

Church a bark T Peter 13 us pilos § and 1t 1s oue

s tho ductune by
It 18 Peter who astaat ; Peter
Chuseh represented by an cubassy ! Sumt Peter

Do you prefer the figure of a King-
Saint Peter cartsits keys.  In fine, will your'

)
nuever thon shalt J sogo on eanth shall be loosud also n { |'lmh:r Jesus Chinst.” S, Fraucis of Sales.  Controv.,
heaven. S, Matthew avi, 1519, l g) Dise. 12,
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CALENDAERL. 13 the appearance of cvil w our principle  let us| sians, but that they sacnfice therr wme, their com- {that dehivered the Scnpturesto tho Pagans, who

Fzeavazry 6 =Sonday—V slier the Epiphany
7—Meonday~Ss Romauld Abbot
B8~Tuesday~-St John of Matha Conf

nub,
9—Wednesday~St Zozimus P. and
Cont Doub.
10—-Thursday—5t ScholistaV Duub
11—Frday—St Antherus P M. Daah,
12—Saturday —St Thelesorplus P M.
Doub Sup.
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A JUST JUDGMENT ON THE CATHO.
LIC DOCTRINES.

Judgoe notaccording to the appearancy. but judge a

jest udgment. St Jokr, vu 24,

Theso words by which Christ assericd tus chas

seier,and vindicated hus conduct before the Jews,
when the Scnbes and Phaneees charged lum with
ths high crime of having m:raculously cured asick
maa oo tho Sabbath day, the Catholic communi-
ty may assume in all propriety, to exculpate n-
self from odious imputations, to cxoneralo us
members frotn various slanders and prejudices
weighing on them, and to wite alt attenuse ob-
sorecrs, and the Protestaat pubhic praticalady, to
a sound and impartial examination, There was
1 tho act ~f the cternal  wisdom Just allus A te,
an sppoaraace of evif, 3 sceming disobedieuce to
the Jaw of God ; for that law futbade to wotk on
the Salibath day, ard the Lord had ufien de-
sounced lus anger azasast the pollated profaners
of hisholy day. But after a more serious exam-
mation, tlmt appearance of ewl 53 found to be, 1o
seality, & most excelt ohishinent  of
the law, 3 most sublime cabibition of diniee
merey and beneficence, 2 display of divine power,
londly inviting men to praise the Almighty, so
that snstead of a violatn  of the Sabbath, we
fic? in that act, the most cxcellent and sublimo
way of sanctifying the Lord's day by mercv, re-
ligion and chawitv.  Soslso will our separated
brethrey, 10 a serious, patient, imparuial and dis-
interested examination, find that what has been
held out to them as idolstry, saperstition, fana-
titism, folly, slavery, nnpiety an their Cathohe
Brethren, .urns out to be bus a concentrauen of
all thas s best caleulated to honour Ged, and to
exait the religion of Chust, 1o cxtol Ilus mercy
aver wen, (o spread hfe and light over maokind,
to set the hicart of 30 2t peace with God, with
all mea and with itsell.  Tho puinis of the Ca-
tholic doctrine upon which tho above asscttion
may bo jostfied, are too numicrous to come all
ooder the enrsor remarks of @ sheet, but ana-
logy will bear out the general conclusinn, b§
clucidating thoso powts winch, 1 the s of
many, form tho dlackest spats of popish tenets ;
by presenting a fair view of whe some would
<all the heads of the bydra ;sa 2 .ord by exbat-
itiog, oot what vulpar projudices, defamatery
libels, and zectarsan declamauons, make the
Catholic Dactrino to be, but what the Cathiohes
themsclves state (o bs therr tencts, therr princs-|
plcs, theis feclings and their practices.

" Let us begin with the view that Cathalics take
of thelast supper.  Many a one, no doubt has
sighed at the bliadness of tho poor papists, whe
beliero the body aad blood of Christ to be pro-
aent under tho Euchansuo symbals, and ho has
given sentto a holy indignauon against their
sdolatey thatinakes them pay diving honors to
broad, and agmnst thewr stopdity and folly 1o

belero, thore 1s any thing more than bread, inf,,

wwhat oor senses tell us to bo bread. The roore
moderate havo laughed ot the :dea of transabstans

now come 1o the yust yudgement, The Catholic
beheves that by divine instuation, the words pro-
nouneed by Chinst, (his 1s my body, ave vendied,
whenever the succestags of tho Apastles sepeat
these words, as they have been commanded to do:
they do not think 1t reasonable to say that these
words, ¢ tlus is my body,'" mean *¢ this s nol my
body **  They then hehicve the body and the
whole person of Jesas Christ, to be really present
under the appearance of bread and wine, just asa
man would be truly and really present ta a cloud
of smoke or iacenso that would surround im.~
The appearance of bread s 3 sort of veal under

fort, their health in ordec to assist their fellow
men in this niost laborivus fuactionof thewr minis
tey, that tho only Xind of wtlucnce they eacrcise
veer men who open to them the secrots of
thesr , 19 10 ad 1 tho sinner and
instruct the )gnorant, to consolc the tempted and
the afilicted, to strenginen the weak, to caute
eREMUICS 1V 010 10 3 teconcihatiun, and unjust
toteiners of tho property of others to restore 1l
gotien goods, 10 cause mea to desist fron thewr
evil undertakings, snd to prepaco them by thenr
exhortations, pious admomnions gnd fatherly re
Etuachcs 10 quit thewr el habus, and effect their

which the Sun of God tempers the splendor of
his masjesty, that we may trust his word moro
than our senscs, and have the ment which theiny
credulous apostle rejected at first: ** Because
thou hast scen my, Thomas, thou hast believed ;
Ulessed aie they that have not seen, and have be-
Lieved.” John xx. 28. Farfrom adonng bread,
an idea too absurd to be harbored by any human
bewng, the Catholic believes there us ro bread
the Kuchanst, and that Chnst who mado himself
wvinible 1o the disciples of 1Smmaas after having
caten with tham, mahes limself invisible 10 the
Sacrameat, though really prescnt under tho veil
of biead which has ceased to cxisy, and whose
appea.ance ouly, remains to wake an JMpression;
on the senses.  ‘Tho Catusiic 18 streagthencd,
confirmed and mado aushaXea w thas belef, by
the 7 m convictiv. that nothing 18 hatd or wnpos
sible to Gad, and .0 2ecs 10 this great inystes)
of the Fucharst, the el venfication of those
words, that * God v iuecd the wetld, as to give
tus only begottea Son.”?  Jokn, . 16, Tlas
sevelauon of Coad prepas D to be surprised at
0o pledac of love, no wxvter how extraordinary.
fro.n hun who so loved nica, as to become sunilar
10 them, and dic w cruel torments for the lave of
thesn  The Catholic would conuider it 2 macks
ery to have received at the last supper where
Chust gave his aposiles the cadeanag mame of
fricnds, nothing muse than a piecc of bread, to be
a sign of his bods - tha Catholic kaows much
wore impressive snd effcctual signs o the body of
Christ than a prece of biead; he receves broad
daily n large quaniey, notasa uga of Chnst's

merey, but as a yeal effect of that patcenal pro-:

vidence that supposts our hife, and ;zo\"éms the
world, Wesec thenno szgn in the Holy Eucha-
trrst, nd to those who with the Jews would aay
* How can this man givo us hus fiesh to cat t'—
we answer with St. Peter: *¢ Lord thou hast the
words of ctemal life.”?  Jokn v,

Confess.ot too, is onc of the heasiest charges
brought forward sgamst the Cztholic commuenaty.
Many perhaps have been used from thewr mfaacy,
to 1 - " upan confession, as the wvennonuferatty
priests to cns'ave the cons -iences of men, as 2
torturer f souls, depriviag men of the libui.y of
the Gaspe!, s the pawerful engine by wlueh 2
~'3es of men exercises a0 undue influence over
anather class, ac 3 foohsh and superstivus prac-
tico by which the superstitious and priest ndden
believer 1s mace to buy with woncy the forgive:
ness of his =i~ Hore is the judgement which
many pars o ennfession judging according to the
oppearaace, shat iy, judg.ng from what (hey have
heard in id'o conversation frdm persons not better
informed than thrmsclves, judging from malicious
imputaticas &+ ied by eary, and circulsted by
tho spirit of calcrony, judging from obscure and
catic hbels, in which - manlics wiik secu-

auso ke remans onkaown.  Bot wuep
from this jud,

tisifon, and discard it 28 hnle fit for tho T
enlightened ags.  Herao is then what our beliwef

in appecrance he paseos to she
just yudgement, ho i» ~urprised 1o loamn that not

has beea Adld out 1o bo by our oppoacats, or heze

ooly priests receivo uo mooey for hearing confes-

hation with God. It they clum the pow-
ez offurgiving sins 1o those who are truly repen-
tant and converied, it1s not 3 puvilege which
tirey cloum a8 duo to their supchor natural taleat,
exechence or learning , 11 13 ono which they must
buinbly acknowledge in themselves from the ap-
powntment of Chintst, who said ** whose sins you
shall furgave, they are fusgiven them ; and whose
you shgll‘xcl.un. they are rcmuc%’;ﬁJo.’m Ax 23
Chuast having chosen that sxns&h}s}ﬂd b3 forgiven
1 tho.form of % judicial pracess; in winch the
smneris his awn accuser, and the priest sits as a
judge appointed by divine authurity, thus 10 do
away with the (ansticisin, folly and presumpiion
of those who after having Wworked gherr imagine.-
'ion with tho 1dea of pardon, feel the fargiveness
of their sins. ¥hether cunfession be a torturer
ot souls, e ta Ye'bnqoired and- ascortained from
,lhosc who freguont this mistitution of Christ, not
from thuse who testily waat theg never expenien-
iccd, and i they thus inquire from 4 proper source
rehey will teara that confession, far from bemg a
{torture, 1+ 2 most salutary balm ona troubled
| e n.cience. asource of humble confidence, and
the must eflcactons, nay, the solecure of remorse.
furaf a2v sflsted min eaperiences schef from vn-
!'vowm::)g bunselt to a funaiel frend, what con-
!,sol:v.x«m mnst it aot be to open ene’s wound to 2
disiaterested and chantable physiesan, who will
relievo and eomfort an tie name of heaven?  In
fine, 1f one can scarcely 10 his hfe help yielding
,to the influcnce of some ane or ather by whotd he
13 surrosnded 5 which s the best alternatne,
Lerther 1o bz dizected by 2 confessar who makes it
e business of tus Iife to e useful to hts fellow
jmea, and who i the advico he wiil give you,
will seeh only the sarcrest of your soul, the glory
of God and ths henor of rehgion, becavse he has
nattnng clse fo pravide for, having o children ro
wife, and no fannly ; oz 0 be gocerned by perfi
dious friends, by lowd compawions, hy desigoing
himpustors, by anbions demagogues U Maay of
{1hoso who would not subnut to be priest-niddea,
t1amely submit to carry an therr back semie of the
aluve tiders,

Acotber most commoen and viversally errcula-
ted charze sgaisst the Catbohc Charch, i a pre-
teaced disrespect fur Senipture, and 3 prohibition
imposedon Catholers to read 1he weid ot God.—
Thase who judge from oppearonces, have jong
heen accustamed tu At 3s a settled point, that
the Catholic Church trents wuh wndifference and
contempt tha saered volames, and withdraws
fram her followers tha knowledge of tho seving
truths contaned in tho nspired writings of the
propbets, evacgelists and apostles. H’ow does
the caze stand however net in gppeararnce, tat 10
reclity t Tho realny is, that the Catholie Church
has glwsys vencrated and honored the Sacred
‘chipﬂnrcs. 2% 3 most sacred doposit eotrusted to
her, 3 feet sa plain, that all Protcatants have ta,
ken and re~cived from her the Scriptures which
they sccuza her to slight and dizregard : in tha

condemned tho Sacred Volumo to the flames; sha
reads the Scripture, and scareely anything bue
Senipture mber liturgy, and all her priests aod
tnonhs aro by 2 pomve law bound to spend 3 con=
sidesablo portion of their time every day, inroad-
ing tho Scnpture in tho mest excellent way,,
which isthatof prayer, ‘The numberof Catholie
commentators of Secripteto is immense, 3nd a
proof that the zeal for rcading Seripturg is far,
from abatng ia Catholic countres, 1s that the
editions of several very oxteasivo commentartes,
including huge volomes fulio, besng- cxhausted,
now ones havo been recertly published at grest
expensc and labor.  Tho best proof of the greas
respect the Catholic Church pays to Seripture,
particularly to tho most excellcat part of 18, the:
four gospels, will bo agquited by attendioga bigh
Mass on those days and plades, where the solem-
ity of the omsion,‘nd the number of clergymen
permit the sacted worship to ba petformed ia all
its mjesty aad pomp.  Thodescon, who is op~
dained almost exclumively to sing the gospel’
will ba seen 10 placo tho Sacred Volume upon-
the altar with great tespect. and bow- down his.
kaess before i, bescechlng’ Godvto' pusify huy”
hpe, as he did thosp of tHe prophet, “with a livs:
coal, thatha. imaySannoutics it wosthily s then
taking the bosk from the altar, he carries it rals—
ed before his coes, § ing ittothe ioa-
af'the fauthful ; and, as soon as this is done; all:
presony so.church riss to show- their veneration-
for the Sacred Volume, and remsindn that wifis
tude of respcet all the umo the gospel is sung';
and the dvacen, for a furthor testimon:z} of the
profourd veaerstion 1 which this volumae isheld,
aves 1t incensa three times, and bows towsrds 1t
wheneser the e 6fJesus is pronounced, éx~
hibuting that vespeet ‘o the hving Word of bim,
whoso nsme ho reads aloud.  Assuredly nothing
can convince ane better of the extrsordinary res-:
pect pud to Scripture, than this uncommon way
of acting in the solemn offices of tho Chureh.
In fire, I will 244 thar many Catholic clergymen,
with a view ot expressing their profound respect
for the Nyw Testament, imnpose on themselves
the rule to read 2 portion of 1t every day ontheir
haces and with their bed uncovered. Asto the
chatge of 2 prolbiea for the Catholic o
tead the Seripturo, how far is tho reality
fiom the falsc oppearance which many have cre-
dulously admitted! The Churob, it 18 true, bas
always warned mea that religion consists not in
tho sole reading of Seripiure, ¢ not the hear—
crs of the law are just before God, but tho dosts
of the faw shalt bo Jusutied*’ (Rom. ii. 13) ; that
many read Scnpture without the necessary dis-
posutions of humihty, ducility and desire of the
glory of God, and often read totheir own destroo-
tion, 3s thuse samo Scuptares toll us (2 Peler hi
16) , that the word of Gud v 20 abyss in which
the ignorant and presumptous may easily bo lost ;
and indeed anty candid reader will readily admit:
the lepusmacy of these warnings. But she-hizs
never made a gencral prohabition of reading seripe
ture thisisa foul calomny. Sho has never
prohibited the reading of Scriptare ta their ongit
wal texts , but sho has 10 somo Umes and places,
not indeed absolutely proAsdued mea to-read
rersions of Scnptare in the valgar tongee, but to
1208 such versions withoot the pormsssion of theie
pasiors, in order that tho latter mught jadge that
the vorsion ia not corrupted, and.that the reedes
is not Jed by prido and fansuicism.  Bot this pro-
hibitiop is not a general Isw, and for. peculise
tumes , for instancs those of the nse of . Protest-
ontiem, where every chambermaid, {nechanic,

first ages of Chrisiianity, ske d a8 apo3-
tates, and goilty of 3 horrible profanatioo: those

pprentice and sekuol-boy woold thisk<himsshd

calicd to'expotnd-tho Scriptore, Teston lx@ poi-



