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OUR MISSIONS IN FLFTY YEÂRS.
ADDRESS AT DR. M'ClLLOCH'13 JUBILE.

To sketch the work of nerly fifty years
upon a canvas of about baîf as Many
minutes, necessitates the bareat ouf line,
and 1 can only ask the patience of those
to whoni that outlie may be a familiar

Fafty years ago our foroign mission work
was conied to a fow iindividual contribu-
tions sent to societies abroad. As a
church wo did nothing. But. îa we view
our foreign mission work to-day we see
flowing by us a streain, broad and deep,
and, lie the river of Ezokiel's v isin, ever
growing bruader and deeper, carryhng lifu
to the mioral vastes of our world.

Looking up the streani we see it divid-
ing, lihe the river that watered Eden, luato
four heada, each having ita source in a
different branch of what is now the Presby-
terian Church in Canada. After the
fashion of the early voyageurs let us ex.
plore theme tributary streams, trace their
orngin, net in mountain spriings, but in
loving hearta ; measure thoir length, no".
in miles, but in years ; their volume, n(-t
in feot and fathoms, but in work ; their
reuult, not in the produots of alluvial acres,
but in the fruit of the Spirit bo)rne by
once savage live..

Beginning with the longost branch, that
of the
PRESBYTERI&N CRURCR 0F NOVA 8SCN>TIA,

the firet signi on the page of history, of
our work tha~t vas to be, i. a sceno in a
sick romi in the old Stcottisih town of
Ban£f \ baby boy soems dying.
Anxious parents bond oves! bim, their
hearts wrung with the anguish that only
parents can know. There, a thoy pray,
thoy vow, that if his life is spared, thoy
viii devote him to the service of God, to
go if it i. His vill, to the heathen.

Thon, juet as a mountain spring sanie-
times cornes forth, again disappears, work-
ing its way through rock and soul, and
again cornes forth in larger volume as the
bead waters of s&me noble stress», so for
yoars wo see notbing of our fereign mis-
sion work, but it i. there, working down
thue thoughts and prayers of those parents,
and bythe blessjng of God upon mission-
ary litere.ture which cornes in hi# way,
permeating the life of the son xinti it ap-
peurs in his own resoive, to go,'if the way
ver. opened, to the foreign field.

John Geddie, the Pioneer in every re-
spect of Our foreign mission work, both
in the church at home, arousing hien ta
undertake, it, and in the fietd as her flrst

missonar, wa boru April 1Oth, 1815,
"nd 'was"thusnmot very fer fromn the âge of
the father in whose honor we are gathored
to-day.

When about a yoan old -his parents camne
to Pictoii and thus the two grew in know-
ledgo side by eido. Tk-ey tillod one church,
one achool, o'ne playgrounid, with thoir
wIorship and work and gloe, and, while
laboring for one common end, their lives
bave. been, and thoir graves will be,
sevored far aud A ide by mountain, streani
and sea.

1 have spokon of the vow of GOxddie's
parents. The Spirit of God seoins to hav'e
wrought b.y the mne meas, the sane
consocration in the son. Fnom earliest
ycars bu desired tu preach the gospel, anid
if possible ta the heathon, but while
studying for the niinistny bis health failed,
In that sicknoss, though at the time he
knew notbing of the dedicatioîs made by
his parents, he solemniy p!Iedged hiinself
that if lifo wero spared aud tke way
opened he would be a mussionary. How
o ften God uses affliction to crystallize into,
shape aiud action, feelings aund wislhes that
nsay have long beon in solution in our
hearts !

e waa licensed May 2, 1837, but our
church had no foreiga mission of her own.
Ho did not see bis way to leave hier, and
voll for ber that bu did uuot. Ho accepted
a call to Cavendish and New London, P.
E. Island, and was ordained there March
13, 1838, au that if he bail lived, his
jbilee would have been celebiated lest
March.

Working earnestly at home, bis intereat
iu foreign missions gnew strongor. lRe
organized e missionary society in his own
cougrega4ion, and led his co-preebyters to,
do the sanie in theirs. The next stop in
his cherisbed plan vas to, iuduce the
church te undertake a mission of hier own.
Quiotly and porsistently he wreught vitli
voicu and pen. In July, 1843, the year
tbat te chuyrch in Scotland vas rent by
diaruption, ar. overture was introduced for
the firet timo into our Synod ta undertake
a mission te the be*tben.

The overture vas sent dovn te, the.
threeoPr"sbyterien, and next ycar's synod

tu investigate,Co fnsad er


