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The commercial Certainly cflloys a '%Cry nîur l
larger circulation a:nong the business conlsnunity'
of the vrnt regiun lying beti%,ten Lake Supersur
and the P.îCiiC C0391, tlan any oiller ilaper in C.în-
nda, daily or %vckly. Ily' a thotougli svaiCM o!
pcrso:îIal Eciicitation, Carried olit annux ly, this
Jourr.11 has bent pliccd upon the tlrsks o! the
inajority o! busine.s men in the district designated
:mhove, Iniding ý%orth'vt:st Ontario, the lr4os'ircs
ci »Maîîaitolia and flriti0s Colinnlia, andI the Terri-

t,"ries of Assiniboin. Aibertu antI Saskatchçwan.
The Commercial also reachrs tl:e Iea.ling wl:olesale,
Commission, Imanufacturing and filat::c:al bousaes of
Eastern Canada.
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BUSH AMD PRAIRIE FIRES
Saturday. October 2. wae a diga£.

trotte day la1 Maittoba. Tho x~p
tioualiy long speli or briglit, %varia.
dry wveathor, lwiîllo vcry favorable for
liarvebtiug aîd tlirt-sliiig. anti ilcat

«nitoyab)'o ta tite people. liati reaudoreti
the pîrairies axid ivoad districts Ste
dry as tltîi'r. It only roquiroti tlîo
alrop'îlug of a match te sitart a tire.
Even tito disohiarge Of a gaui wvou:ti
ëOlietiies ha bufficioiit ta J'inta t
Craess, wblla. sîntrks front ra.lway auij
tlgr.iltiiig eliglîtos ara ever uresent
vattees o7 praio firo3 lit dry autuimu
0--aboia. 01n tho Saturday inetitouctl
a terrific g-1,o rag&Cd ail day tuîid lute
th.ý iliglît, :Ijid tlio prairie l 'iras %vimii
are usually buriiîîg about tînt country
lit dry wcathîcr a-t tItib WcasotI of tit,
year, %%cre laiieti by the> fury of tînt
gale into torrents or fia-me a-ud woust
sweei-îtg across tho caluntry.

But fa-r mare dangerous tand do-
litructiva. than tInt prairie fires %vero
tInt buehi rires, whlîi ragit fil teveral
t!ihtr.cts. Pires liad evidcîîtly bea»
burtilrîg for da.ys lit tito %oodd 1it sov.
cral dietricte, anad tint gala or Saturý.
c:ay cauliet tlioni ta travoi witit £car.
fui rapidîty. rCetîltlag Ini caormous do.

sutruetion, lot ouîly ta tha fareste, but
a-leo ta the- scattoredtiest.tlar. wlîO
liav 1oca-tei hI tRia wooded, or parti.
aiiy wvooded districts. Quite a auni-

ber of sottlors have gono ilto tint
wot districts, Oust or tha Ziet i lver,

betwceîî Wilîtewoutli aid -Wuiunpog.

dunliig thec pa#it two or tlîrco yenas
niil tlilz.> ssttlors liavo etiffere i vary

ti-tveicly. lît a ntumbar of cas8es tlioy
litL.vL- loet lîous.sî, Ilve-,stock andl lt fa-ct

evurytl.iiig tlîcy posseasced. lit cita
caéuýt a foaniy of savon persans; wero
Iiemuiitd lit anid beirlt ta doathl. Týic&t
wîlio ktiow tne diaigere of wvood lires9
%vill îvoiîdr tha.t moro livos ivore îlot
iost. TiLc. sniall villa-ge of lingot, lit
a wvooded district wcitt of Portago la
rrire, wva- also tburiiOdi by a prairie
saff biiiii rire, but le Iývoe woe lest
lit tua-t r..glon. On thb I»ofl, upiautl
prailric. tînt actual amoalt af dinaga
%vill ilot be large, a-nt 16 couitfned to

IL. few et.acks of graini or liaîy. ýýoveral
sw ai>i or ha-y dirtricts,. ltowvovar. titif-

fureti very suveroly. owlng to the large
ilituuity of iy coiiîutucd. Ili tha
stvaiflp or liay districts, xrstrio lirai
atro alwaye mora destructive, owIng
to tlic ran.k growth af grasai Ia sucil
ecctiaîîs. Thia quîuîtity of lia-y barit.
tsI wIll lx, eluîfllclt to xaaterlaily rc-
ducic the euîsPy atîi theroby enil-îa
tRie vaile, li ta wood districts
largo qutititlc of cordwood, cut la-st
wvlîter for fuel, %voro alkso destroyeti,
anuit LIeprospoct le tRiat thiora wîi bu
a bea-rulty of dry wvood fuel befora aii.
c.tler euîpply cuin be> prcparezl a-nd
etiret. Tut> grttatest îiecutiiary lo83 gDi
ail le tîne destructionl of a large. axea
of tiube'r, tlîougli thiat %v.ill uot. ba
foit eu keeuly anti direetiy aus tîjo In-
llîvaiial loesut of huililug.t; andU effeets.

l>Copiat wvlo.aIre itot ac*quallitcdl %vitl
a prairie couîîtry, would proba-biy cou.

tciuti&- front tlî o awispaitîur r.!Iports of
tîhe fires, tha-t »Ci prairie ls it ex-
owx1lulîgy daxîgorous place of resîidelice.
Tis woulti rceuit front a fa-.iro ta
t.lotnigtilsit clttarly hatcoît lprairie
luit! huait fires. .1 prairie fire uuîder
ordsusiry curcultistaitts, as uaL a Uit-

[I.-ui. tIna- to OUIK w1th. T)IL; 15 lr.û
to elucti zut extezit that In 'Nfail.toba,
vetry Ilttia attention le pa-It to prairie

f Iims. 1'i±ey ara ofteil ca-roieasly ai-
lowe ta burn aloîig for day». witlî-

eut alny attcnipt b2il1i; msado ta ax-
tingilsblh tlîei. At tlîi8 sca-,aîa ot fie
yesî.r thera ara aà%vLwaYè lires b)ttirn
abou)tt te country. thloagli tilere le a
la-v <flot vegry si4rla t.Ip ob&,'.rveti).
aga-iubt startîug lires. TuLere L, aiso

eupipoffee ta ho a litw îîovîdig for -Zhe
Qxtîutguisltlîîg of pralinle liras, 1)u- It
la noV ;;cîierally ca-torcei. lit fa-et tita
&pliecrai feelhig la ane or carcicesnoss
rcgaxdiug 'ra-lrIo tires. a-tit likoiisa
tînt laina-o diei hy Vîcse flitas la
tista-ly tîto resuit of carclcssncess, dl-
rzr.tly or ludirectiy. But iiilo very
lîttia attentIon la palti tu praili
-Irea uitder ordiary circumlstancas, a
lira tînithor coniditions lika tha-t whieîî
previieti oi Saturty. is a source ut
great danîger ta propcrty anti avci ta
lite. lit exccptlonal, cases, Vhiought I s
rai ely ludccd tRia-t ulîcaxs or asctjapll
frot a prairie fEire catînot ha cffect-
aU. %Nîîera îersoaa- Injuries ila-vabeuîn
sustxlned. It le ubuaiiy titrougît fight-

lug the rire, anîlt lit eîîdavorlîî-ý
ul ecîpo tiie-froui.
A prairie frire hit Itéiinnat tlangs-rous

foan, lîowevor, Ili lot ta ha CoînPat
wsith i btisl rire, sucli as8 have liat ta
bo contetitîct with lit ail naît' tituber
cotnitries. li theo case of a bad prai-
rri re, Et Ili a inattar of enti.eavorilig

to Hav prouîorty wîtlîa jiossibia rcach
of tlia humeu. In a bushli fra. it la a
mîatter of savlig laIO aîîd iattln9 111a
property go.

ASSBSSMBNT LIFE INSURAII8B
Tho atscssînont lira linsuranco socla-

tics have been liaving ra-thar liard
tînîcas of litte. White tlua socloty le
yoiuig and I Us membershi> lis growlag
steadiîy, it Is possible ta mniet obIlga-
tions: ait a vcry lotv rate of assees-
rient. But tint focipties cauznot ai-
ways ranilu young andi progrecsIvû
ln the inaiter of nî.mberalipl. A timo

will coma wlîcn tae meml;orplhp *WUI
be etatiouary or fl-l off. Then contee
the liard pull for the bociety. WitJî

aý very Ilnittdif I nd.ed any reserv'e al,
ail. tito socIey lins notiîing ta lail
bacit upoit In casa of Ueavy lse.It

le" an easy inatter tu sta-rt out a»ti
ofeure xneibershlp et a vory lov rata
of asstssiîiaat, but to lncreake t4A as-.
sessilneuts whcui ilecaa-stty doiauds, as

boflcr or lalter it wili, isa exothpr
mnatt*r. TiIs ls lîtat tine pcoititai 1.
nuinher or te a$sessnt 6ocietlesè
ft.ow find Ujeaisolves In. Thecy recog-

nîlze tat tley Ila-v about cuma te tha
cid (if tlîir ropo on thoîr plesent 10w
seule of a.,esues.nts, but a-ny a-ttempt
tu raItse tiht rates L met by a etorni of

'iloapproval front tihe meaîbershlp of
ta.(, trder. -in îuvanze li tRia rates

canfot ba mlatie witiiout drivitug largo
nuinhev.rs of nua-ablers out of te xier

andt ch.ccking the growth, of tlip soc~-
ety. Til lu turn would nOçcbtsuita»t
a lurther udvan.e la tILnt _rates, wvith
Ut. p)ro,,I)zt or cauîp.steiy wreckin,-,
ta sco"1aty. To go atUad un the preS-

cnt ha-ais fur any leiigth af ti11a is
Impossible, andI to raszt thp, reteS 1is
t.,p court destruction, so tRust btve
tui two dufficuit -tiera i8 mruch

causmj for alarni witRt Seral ai the
bsocietieàs. Appecals tu the loyaity ani

tint reaeon of the> rniùrs ara useleai.
Tit miezabertj wlli not ba reastanable.
Ir tley worp reapGuab.e, they wo.uid
flot blava ezpetd periînent insur-

anacc zit hall ccst. The fllowilng
paragrapl f rom oua of tha amXL3s-
mient soclity journals wvim furt,"r
clueidn.t tbp sitoa.tionu. The Jour-
liai says:
"AVc la*va Iteari maîîy conirades In
the> pa-at taik about "ur beiovod
order,'- tIma v2a agaku, bu~t iviten tînt
beioved or4ler iati 44 doluige of
dca-Vs =nt tRia widoivs of a inumb or
of deceaied cirades stoail wa-fting
for th> prontpt paý'Xnaut of thîcir
clais, saine of thoso faiso a brtliren

,"got front tinder,' =i~ they sptJd, =dt


