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BUSH AND PRAIRIE FIRES

Saturday, October 2, was a disas.
trous cay In Manitoba. The excep
tionally long spell of bright, warm,
dry weather, while very favorable for
harvesting and threshing, and mcat
enjoyable to the people, had rendered
the prairies and wood districts (s
dry as tlnaer. It only required tho
dropoing of a match to start a ffve.
Even the discharge of o gun would
sometimes be sufficlont to ignite tlho
grass, while sparks from ra:lway and
threshing  engines are ever present
causes of prairie fires Ip dry autumn
:asons.  On tho Saturday mentiouned
a terrific galo raged all day and into
the night, and tho prairie fires which
are usually burning about the country
in dry weather at shis season of the
year, were fanned by the fury of tho
gale into torrents of flame  and wens
sweeping across tho conntry.

But, far more dangerous and dJde-
structive than tho prafrie fires wero
thie bush fires, which ragod in several
clstricts,  Fires Jad evidently been
burning for days in tho woods in sove
eral districts, and the gale of Satu
cay caused them to travel with fear-
ful rapidity, resulting in enormous de.
struction, not only to the forests, bug
also to tho scattored settlers swho
have focated in tho wooded, or parti-
ally wooded dlstricts. Quite a num-
ber of settlers have gono fnto tho
wood districts, cast of the Xed River,
bhetween Whitemouth and W!.uillpez.
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during the past two or three yoars,
and theso settlors have sulfered very
sovercly.  In @ number of cases they
have lost ouses, Hve-stock and in fact
everytling they possessed.  In ono
casy o fuanlly of soven persous wero
hemmad in and burnt to death. Thesg
who kuow tho dangers of wood fires
will woncer that moro lives were 10t
lost. The small villago of Bagot, in
a wooded distriot west of Portage la
Pradrie, was also burniod by & prairio
and bush fire, but no ifves were lost
in that region.  On thd open, upland
prairie, the actual amount of damage
will not be large, and fs confined to
a few stacks of grain or hay. Several
swamp or hay districts, however, suf-
fered very severely, owlng to the large
quantity of hay consumed. In tho
swamp or hay districts, prairio fires
are always more destructive, owing
to the rank growth of grass in suci
sections. Tho quantity of hay burn-
cd will be sufficient to materially re-
Cuce the suppiy and thereby enhance
tho value. In the wood districts
large quantities of cordwood, cut last
winter for fuel, worc also destroyed,
and the prospoct is that thero will bo
a scarcity of dry wood fuel before an-
cther supply can  boe prepared and
cured. The greatest pecunjary loss of
ail Is the destruction of a large area
of timber, though that will not bo
felt so keenly and directly as the in-
dividual losses of buildings and ¢ffects,

People who are not acquainted with
a prairie country, would probably cous
cinde from the newspavur reports of
the fires, that ghe prairie Is an cx.
cuedingly dangerous place of residence,
This would result from a fa.lure to
cistinguish clearly  batween  prairle
and bush fires. A pralrico fire under
ordinary curcumstances; s ot a dif-
fi-ul. thiny to cope with. Thisiszee
to sucl an extent that fn Manitoba
very Httlo attention Is pald to prairje
fircs. They are often carclessly al-
ijowed to burn along for days, with-
out any attempt being made to ex-
tinguish them. At this sca-on of the
year there are always fires buralng
about the country, though there is a
law (not vepy airictly observed)
against starting fires. There Is also
supposec to be a law providing for she
cxtinguisiung of pralrio fires, but it
is not gencrally enforced. In fact the
general feellng I8 one of carclessnoss
rogaxding prafrio fires, and Hkowisa
the damagoe done by  theso {ixes is
usually tho result of carclessness, di-
reetly or fudirectly. But wlule very
little attention is pald 1o prairio
Jfres under ordinary circumstauces, a
fire under conditions hke that which
prevalled on Saturday, is @ source of
great danger to property and evea to
life, In exceptional cases, though it is
rarely Jndeed that means of  cscapn
{from a pralric fire cannot be cffcet-
ed. Where personal injuries hpve beva
sustalned, it is wsually through fight-
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ing the fire, and not in ondeavoring
to eseape therefrom.

A pralrle fire in its most dangerous
form, howover, I8 not to be companst
with a bush fire, such as have lhad to
be contended with in all new timber
countries. In the cuse of a bad prat-
rie fire, it {8 o mattor of endeavoring
to save property within possible reach
of tho flameg. In a bush fire, it is o
matter of saving hfe and lotting Tho
property go.

ASSESSHENT LIFE INSURANCE

The assessment life insuranco socle-
tice have been having rather hard
times of late. While the soclety is
young and {ts membership is growing
steadllly, it fs possible to meet obliga-
tlons at & very low rate of assess-
ment. But the socleties camnot al-
ways remaln young aund progressive
in the matter of membership. A time
will comme when the memterghip will
be stationary or falf off, Then comes
the hard pull for the society. With
a very Hmited if indeed any reserve at
all, the soclety has nothing to fall
back upon fn case of heavy losses. It
i~ an easy matter to start out and
secure membership at a very low rate
of assessient, but to increase tho as-
gessments wlhen necessity demands, as
sooner or later it will, is anotber
matter. This is Inst the pesition 4
number oOf the absessment socicties
now find themseives fn, They recog-
nize that they have about come to the
snd of their rope on thelr present low
scale of assessments, but any attempt
tu raise the rates £s met by a storm of
dlbapproval from the membership of
the order.  An advance in the rates
canuot be made without driving largo
numbers of membters out of the ocder
and cheeking the growth of the scci-
ety. This in turn would necessitate
a further advance in the yates, with
the prospact of competely wrecking
tho soclety, ‘To go ahead on the pres-
cat basis for any length of time is
impossible, and to rais> tho rates is
tv court destruction, sv thait batween
the two difficultics there 158 much
causy for alarm with scveral of the
socletles. Appeals to the loyalty and
tlie reason of the memters are useless,
The members will not be reagonable.
U they werp reapcuab.e, they would
pot hove expected permanent insur-
ance at half cost. The following
paragraph from one of the assess-

ment socdety Journals  wil  further
clucidate the situation. The jour-

nat says: —

“We have heard many comrades in
the past talk about “Our beloved
order,” tlme ana again, but when the
beloved order had n deluge of
deaths and the widows of a number
of deceaped comqmades stood welting
for the prompt payment of thelr
claims, some of theso false Lrethiren
“got from under,’ as they sald, and



