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TEHE COMMBRCIAL.

K

*flnfair Wetheds of Departmental
Stores.

The Yrade Balieun 13 nut alvne ia decry
ing the unfair prinaivte 1 business which
underliecs the methnds of Dapartmeatal
Stures, ‘' Live aund let live™ has always
been a recogmie 1 maxim in trade, hatof
lato there hasarisen a class of traders, who,
i1 their etdeavors to let nune hive but them-
salves, have added npeariy every huo of the
reta:d trade tu the dry grods business, which
furmerly was their only special line Of
these deparmentai mouupulies the Turunto
Caturday Night hes the following : — News.
“papec men have botter opportumties than
* others w kuuw of the damage being done to

**Toronte and the tuwns of the province ty
**departmental stores, aud I feel safe in say-
“ing that eight out of ten newspaper men in
*“Taronto are vppused tv departmental stores,
*kuowing them tw be great gambling iusti-
* tutians dovuted o the humbugang of the
‘*masses and o the ruaming of the shupkeep-
‘sers of the city  They knuw that the de-
s*partineutal store is the mouther of sweatshops
*and of & very large jrugeny of evils that
‘have recently begun wanfest lifeian Toronto.
**Thera s probably not a newspaper in the
¢ ity whese best weriters would not jump at
* a chancew tu ruuse the ity and the province
* frum the bypuutic sleep in which they lie
‘‘whle beieg plundered. Bat newspapers
ssare commercial  enterprises.  Chivalnie
‘gottons may prevad ia the oditorial rooms,
* but not i tho busiuess wffice. As rummer
*'c1al enterprices, then 1f all the Ioitier pro-
*tenses of juurualism are to be vpenly aban-
*Joned, where do the newspapers stand in
**the matter ¢ "

saturday Night. afterenumerating 2 num-
ber of Liujurtaut firms in Turanto which bave
fasted or gune out of business as a result of
theizcrease 1n departmental sturo methods,
says :— [ am coavinced that several infla-
“enttal newspaper meu in Turonts are *al
* must persuaded * by their own knowledgs of
*'tho facts o thruw down the gant.et to de-
¢ parumental stwres. The Terinto Board of
“Trade cuurd cause them to act now if the
* Brard would take up the yuesuvn. Aund
“why should the Turunte Buard of Trado
“adiy witocess the commerciai massacre that
*1s taking place under thewreyes? 1 cannot
“rossibly  mentien facts that are unknewn
1o the Buard of Trade, but pusaibly 1 may
* bring sume facts autw striking relatiouship
to each other. The custums reccipts at
“Torontu for the muuth of Febroary last
+past wero Sduw,uw less than for the curre«-
s-poudit g month Jast year. Why ? Largely
“because the whulesate trade uf Toruvnws is
“berug destroyed. The waipiug vut of bun-
*-@reds of local stures has centred tradoin a
Jow departmountal stores.  The local whole-
*.ale houses aroe injured by thedopartmant-

ais, and the iuss of thu ity trade furces
*them to fail back upen the trade of the
s»provioce, But what happeas then? It is
g welt known fact 1u mercantile circles that
*of the annual busivess of ncarly a miltion

aud o half douo by the firm of Samson,
“hennedy & Co., fully onc milion dollars’
**worth of 1v has been drverted to Montreal,
01 tho trade dune by McMaster & Co., the
saame resutt 1s {ulloming fast. Tho reasen
‘18 not far to seck. 1f & merchaut in an
“cutside town deals with a “Toronio whole-
tsale and unes 1t $O,06Y, and if shat whole-
*sapie fails, he 1s suddenly calied upon to pay
*uyp. He can’t. 3o must {mltoo. Other
“merchants, seuing this, become distrustful
*‘of Toronte bouses, aud. as quickly as they
tcav, transier thair awounts to the Montreal
“houscs, in which twwn department stores
“huve not saceoeded 1 working so much de-
“struction upon wholosalers. ™

Oar countemporary should houw that
Montreal wholesale firms are being plared
in vprecisely the same {position in re-
gard to the departmontal stures as thuse of
Toronto, as the retail wmuncn di's are now
guing past thalarge wholesale ficus wud hay-
ing direct from E.glish housos or “anadiwn
manufacturers. lo is true that Moatreal
has nst yet felt this revolution i trale
methods as keonly as Turvute has, bt 1t
will bo experienced here eveuntually § ot as
soveroly as in the (Jaeen city. A+ aireuly
stated in these columus, the unfair and 1n-
st methods of the dupartmenta’'s are
revolutiomizing trade in & smauuer which
tends to demoralizy 1t, and surely  under
such exceptivnal cvircumstauces this is « fit
subjact forour Biard of Trade to take cng-
nizauce of. It duws nut necessarily fullvw
becauss the methods of departniental stor s
do not constitate & diroct vivlation of the
Jaw, that therefure 1818 buyund the pruviu e
of the Council of the Buard of ‘'rade It has
been’advanced on bebalf of the departmant-
als that 1t would Lo trespassig vpun the
hberty of the 1ndividual to attun v w pro
vent them doing basiuess as they lust wee fit
This certainly 15 a very plausabue way of
putuog 1%, bat if, vn the other bLand, 1t can
be shown that these wvesturs are L pusitsve
myary to trado on the whole, wheh is being
dermoralized at the expense of the grcat
majority of vur badine-s men who follow
spectal 1wgns, ther we co tend that an on-
quiry 1nte this great cause ol the disastraas
disturbances in trade, which are at present
going on, should be 1nstituted by the Brard
of Trade. Itis a well cstadlished {ac that
small traders 1u this ety fulluwiug special
calhings have been forued vat of business by
the departmentals, while others a~» haig e
driven to the same wnevitab'o end  I'tns has
been proved by wnstances given by the Tiale
Balletin somo time age, in whick landl ads
complained to us of ho namber of <peeial
hioe stores that had been throwu up w thewr
hauds and become vacant, Aud will it ba
contended for one moment “lat 1t the midst
of this demoranziag uwsintegration of trade,
1t conceras uot the functiva of wur Buard o
lrade to invesligate a matter wki-his rrs
ating such m.sediel in genvra' 'rade” The
Toronte poople appc r 16 be waking up fo
the full realiz.tivn of the enorasy of tha
ovil, as will baseen by the fuviluning which
we take from var furunte coltempurary
above referred tw.-° The imp es+im that

- - -

departmental stores can sell as cheaply as
wholosale houses 1s absa d.  The impresaan,
that they do selt cheaper thawu other retanl
Storcs even, 18 falso, aniess 1u regard te s fow
artictes every day watch are advertized
loudiy to draw foulish peuple. Sume dealers
have a-sociated 1o @ demand that mahers of
certain articles shail refuse tw sull w de
partmental swres on pain of bang toyeutted
by all regular dealers.” -Mcntroal ‘frade
Bulletin.
———————— et

United States Dry Gnnds Harket

Tho market continues quset, with buyers
aperating 1n 8 moderato wav as theg requiro
supplies. Cotton goeds aro selhog fairly but
tho market s unsatisfactory. The curtailed
production 23 relieving the siwwation some-
what, but stocks coutinuo excesuve and
values show little strangth. IP'rinied fabries
arp going well, and the better grades of
speeialties meot with & good market. ¢ing-
hams aro mcoting with & fair dewand and
hold steady. Dress woulens are showing a
firmer tone. Al agents bhave sofd a taur
amouut of {all goods, and bave 10 many 1u-
stances withdrawn sawmples &t nresent quota-
tons. Wool 1s costing more. and therc1s &
geoeral mark-up 1w prices  Men's-wear
woolens have been ordered fairly for fali,
and manufacturers aro now gonerally asking
an-advance for now orders,—Bradstréets.

1 say that th o development of the mipingir-

Leather and Boots and §_ 35, °
LEATHER,

Tho market romains qtiot bu'  ry fiop
a3 tounors continus to hald ot 1 boygey
prices which boot and shoe ma- setareny”
do uet seom inchued to buy A w smy|
fots of No. 2 sule have changod har  at 2Abto
22+, buat wo_hear of no round | .. spilipe
this weok. Black leather contir - ﬁrm.:
tos vl chuice Qatario splits briug” 23, 4

the same descriptivn is now hel? firmly ¢

23e. A fair volume aof business ropurted
1a Dongola aund colured stuck at « '\in ransy
of guotations, and wa quote a« ' Jlows
No. 2 manufacturers' solo 21 £) 22§ hbery

sole 21 tu 23c, s'nashter snlo22t M1 | warsd
upper 25 to 82¢ , grained 25to 31-, haf L gy
1230, spiits 18 to 28e for Ontari. awd 16
182 for Qaebece , pebble 11 to 13c , glove 10ts
12s  Dinguia 12 to 18c por fuot | shaepskips
9w 7e per fuut, calfskins 18t 2 0 por fol,

J00 TS AND BIOES,

Tae sulawe of spring buesiness w.th magp.
facturers shuws 2 decided inerease pon that -
ut & year ag s Ivis stated that an advages
ot 1. per ceatb in eertain staplo 'ines has b
ootained fur surting giods, and that forther -
advances wdl have tu be estab'isked lateron,
Remictances have b on fair durng the patt ¢
weck. —Moatreal ‘I'rade Balletin -

The Kootenay Beef Market |

We prant 1in another column informaticn
which should be vo~y welenme te tho cattls
mon of Southern Alberta P Béng B
the West Koutenau batcher, is jrepardfy
purchase this scazun all the beel cattlainths
couuntry. Hie trade in British Columbiah %
assuming rather cnormons proportions;yard £%
1 stll rapidly growing. At the presest £
time he 13 killing SUJ animals a mon!
which 13 practically at the rate of 1000
rear. Attho present time we wmay almet £

dustry in West Kooterai has only jes
ermmenced. Apart from tho Crow's Nt 3
Pass road, 1t 18 fully exgpected that theie 35
cresso 1p development, and erueequently it °%
popalation will be phenumena) Thoreslf:
of the constructivn of the Crow's Nesirad
will not only still fursher stimolats the §
activity in Wast Kootenai. buc will beile.

means of Jhoroughly openirg up the Eig-
Iwovtenn country. whi o i3yuite a3 axtessi
as, a1 considered by mar v o be ricuer thiz
West ootenai.  With the domand furbed
at tho present moment fixed at 10 03 ayett, %55
1t is pretty safo to say. in view of all i3
circumstances. that, bofore the ysarisest 3
theso figures will bo cast in the ez
With tho opening of the Esst Kooientidf‘g"
triot, and the direct commuuication whid¥ils
tho Crow's Nest Pass road will give betres s
the ranching and mining oo 'y ituﬁ;ﬁ?}‘a _
extravagant to predict that 2vud) o T84

more beef cattlo will bo requirs] nextyerk;
supply tho domand, Even at theralao{l
o) head per snnnm, it we'l take jd3
pearly all the beef cattle which sxibe
Alberta has for export. Not tho leatf
g feeware of the prosent pwsition ¥

price at which cattlo are b-.ug conbud
for by Mr, Boras. The diffarence a4 Justs -
regards four-ycar-old ateer- betweey &

price he 18 giving and that r.wived bak
foro from other parties is that $ Np®
for all four-year-old steers « thoat pis- .
thom. This will make a vers oonszdegw

differenco, enabling eattlem.  to therss:
clear up their boef each year astesddi=
10g back for anothar yes - e whX,
not stand shipmont to the Fr -lich merks;
MacLeod Gazatto. N
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