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WHEAT AND FLOUR BECIPROCITY,

Ihough tho goverunment has dectded aot to
accopt the offor of rosiprocity 10 wheat and
tflour with the United Siates, 1t sppears that
somo miilors are of the opinon that the offer
should bo accopted. A disoussion upun tho
aubjgect has boen going on in the Canadian Mil-
ler, and some millers have expressed the opinton
that they were quito able to compete with
United dtates millers for vhe flour trade of
either country. The majority of the millors,
howovor, as expressed by resolution at the last
meeting of the Dominion Millers’ association,
are in favor of retainfog the duty upon flour.
The propused new United States tariff piovides
that corn, cornmenl, oats, oatmeal, ryoand
ryo flour and wheat and wheat flour shall be
admitted free from avy country which imposes
no duty upon similar products imported ‘rom
the United States. If the United States
tariff goes through in this form, it wil: be a
virtual offer of reciprocity to Canada in the
products named. It would he perhaps prema-
turs for our goverament to accept the offer be
fore the United States tariff bill is passed, but
our government, by a'lowing the duty on tlour
to remain as before, evidently showed no in-
tention of accopting the reciprocity offer. If
there had been any intention of accepting it,
our new tariff would doubtless have contained
some provision to that eflect, which would
come into force after the passage of the new
United States tariff bill.

The reciprocity offer includes all the com-
modities named, and one item could not be
accepted without taking in the other products.
Free corn would of course be an advahntage to
Cauada, as it is required by our farmers in
feeding stock, and it is 2 grain which is not
produced in this couatry tu any large extent.
All feeeders who have used it, know the
valuo of corn. Even with the existing duty,
considerable corn is imported into Canada for
feed purposes, and the importation would be
much larger if the duty were removed. Freo
oats and free oatmeal would not make any
great difference to this country, but in certain
yeats it might prove advantageous to have the
United States market open to us. Jn other
years the home market to our farmers might be
reduced in price through the admission of theze
products free from the United S ates. Reci-
procity in rye would not be of much importance
any way as the grainis neither growa nor coa-
sumed largely iu this covatry, It might, per-
haps, enable eastern farmers to increase their
rye crop to advantage.

The principal interest in this reciprocity
clause ceutres in wheat. In Manitoba the
farmers would be in fuvor of reciprocity 1n
wheat, as they could sell to Minuneapolis mil-
lers. Some of the grain shippsers are also in
favor of fres whaat, as they could sell in or
ship through the United States wich less troul ie
from customs regulstions than at preseat.
While Manitoba woald be able to sell wheat to
Minneapolis millers, ieciprocity in this grain

would slso enable castern Canada millers to
buy Duoluth hard whoeat, to that while some ad-

vantage wo.ld be gained, tho presont monop

oly which Manitoba hard wheat has in Untario
would bo lust, Kastetn Canada millers are
now obliged tv usc a certain yuaontity of Man

1toba hard wheat, and in some seasons tlLey
have had to pay a shaip premium for it, whioh
has becn a beneBit to the westcsn producer.
If thoy wero able to o to Daluth and buy, it
might cut off sue demand for Manitoba hard.
As o geooeral rule, however, the maikets are
rolatively the samo on each side of tho
boundary. Reciprocity, however, woulit prob

ably increase the competition in Manitoba for
wheat, and the advantage to the farmer would
be in fuvor of accepting the offer. Western
millers would find their castorn flour trade cut
intu by Minneapolis and other hard wheat
millers, but they would have free access to the
larger markets in tho eastern states, in compe-
tition of course with Miunesota and Dakota
hard wheat millers.

THE TARIFF DEBATE.

The additional changes which are being
made in the tariff from day to day, during tho
continuation of the debate at Ottawa, are a
source of great annoyance to the trade. When
the aew tariff was first anovuaced, many maga-
facturers and wholesalo deslers expected that
thero would ba no further changes of any im.
portance, and they forthwith issued new price
lists, based on the new tariff. The expectation
that the tariff would remain as first announced,
however, has pcoved a great mistake, asalready
a long list of changes have been made, and the
tariff debate ia not concluded yet, though it is
expected the debate will be finally cloged be.
fore this issue of The Commercial goes out,
What makes these chaunges more annoying is,
that importers will have to amend their cus.
toms entries aod pay the increased duty upon
any new goods imported since *..c new tariff
was introduced. Thus, for instance, on goods
whilh were placed at, say, 20 per cent. in the
new tariff, and which have since been advanced
to 25 per cent., dealers who have made any im.
ports since the new tariffl came into effect will
be called upon to pay the additional 5 per
cent, This is a feature which s not generally
unaderstood. The new tariff went, into effect
immmediately when laid before parliament, sub.
ject, however, to any chaoges which might be
made by parliament before the measure is
finally adopted. Importers were allowed in
the meantime to pass goods on tho condition
that they would be subject to any changes
made. The largest number of changes have
been made in the hardware and metals list, but
many changes have also been madein other
lines.

It is a matter for regret that most of the
changes from the tariff as at first proposed have
been increases in the duty  In a few instances
concessions bave i.een made, notably the reduc
ticu of 11 5¢c per gallon on refined petroleum,
aod an extension of the free list on lumber ;
but, as noted, most of the changes show an ad-
vaoco, A further very obj-otionable feature is,
that quite a number of the changes ar¢ ia the
direction of restoring, or partially restoring,
the specifio duties. The particular objection to

spocific dutios is, that it bears hoavily upon the
commonor qualitics of goods.., Thua, for in.
stanco, tho old specific duty of 10 cents per
pound on woolens, camo very heavily upon the
aes of goods worn Ly the workiag peuple,
whilo it v 11d not be felt ia anything like the
samo p:oportion on fine gu-ls  Tho old duty
on woulens was 10 cents per pound and 23 per
cent ad valorem. The new tanfl made the
daty 324 per cent. straight ad valorem. ‘Lhis
has now beon chapged back tu § cents per
pound and 25 per cent. ad valorvn. The
government is cortainly not maintainiag its de
cision in tho matter of tariff reform, as an
nounced in tho new tariff as first presented, for,
as intimated, the increases sinze made consider
ably exceed the reductions.

EDITORIAL ROTE.

Tug Canadian Dry Goods Review highly re
commends the plau lately adopted by Winuipeg
Jobbers for disposing of bankcupt stocks, After
exp'aining the plav, as sot forth in The Com
mercial, the Review adds that it should be ad-
opted in both Toronto and Montreal, As it
would protect rotailers who endeavor to pay
their full tharo of liabilities, and would tend
to prevent the compromises which have dis.
graced the mercaatile commuuity during the
past year or two. it would further protect
the creditors from the sacrificiog of stocks at
very low prices, and would help to induce a
better state of tradoe generally.

More Dairy Mestings,

The directors of the Manivoba Dairy associa
tion found as a result of their conference with
Dairy Commissioner Robertson Tuesday fore.
noon that it was impossible for him to overtake
nearly all the places calling for a visit. They
have, therefore, arranged to place an outhit in
the ficld which will werk on exaotly the same

lines aa those sent out by the Dominion Govern.
ment. They will take the field on June 1 and
visit the following places in the ovder and on
tie dates named, and 8o far as train arrange.
ments do not interfere will commence each day
at 1030 a m. The gentlemen working un this
route will include Mr. Hettle, M.P.P., and
Prof. Barre, Mr. Scott, Winnipeg, and Mr.
Herbison, a skilled butter maker from Cliaton,
?nt:u'io. The routes and dates are as ful

ows :—

Wawanesa—June 2 4.
Belmont—June 5 8.
Baldur—Juane 7 8.
Miama—Juue 9-11.
Morris—June 12 13,

St. Jean—June 14 15.
Letellier—Juno 16.
Niverville—June 18 19,
Dominion City—Jane 20-21.
Kildonan—June 22 25.
Bird's Hill—June 26-27,
Dugald ~June 28.29.
Little Mountain—Juns 30,
Rosser—July 3 4,

Oak Point—July 6 7.
Baimoral —July 10 11.

Silver,

Renewed weakt. s in India exchange de
gregsea silver prices, the quotations fu. bam

avmﬁ(fallen to 281 16d in London and 2. in
Now York. Itis stated that a very hmited
buying demand for India is shown at the de-
cline.  Silver prices May 18, London, 2 1-163;
New York, 62}c.—Bradstrests,




