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WREÂT AND FLOIIR REOIPROaITY.
Ihough tho goyerament bai deeîded net ta

accept t aller of me.iproeaty an wheat, aad
tioor war.b the L nîted bautes, iL alipears th bt
auone milicrs are of the opinion thut tho Ufler
ahould ho accepte-J. A disoussion upun t
aubject han beau going on ln the C;anada-an Mil-
1er, and Boame milltr have expressed the opiniîon
that tbey wero quito able ta compete with
United ztatca mullers for tc iluur tradoe t
cither country. The majority of the maltcea,
bowover, as expressedl Ly recolution ut the latt
meeting of the Domianion MIler-a associatbon.
are In faveor of rotainlng the dasty upon flour.
The propoaed non U'nited States t-arit! pauvides
that corn, corameal, cute, oatmeal, cyo and
rye fleur and wbeat and wheat floue shahl be
admltted fres from aey country whlvh imposes
no duty upen similar proluets importedl 'rom
the United qtates. If the Uuita-d ýèates
tarit! goes tbrougb la tie form, IL wil. bo a
virtual offer of rociproeity to Canada la the
products namied. It wouîld be perbapa prema-
bta for out goverament te a..cept tae offer be
fore the United States tarif! bilI i. îaaased, but
aur gaverumaent, by a1lowing the duty on flour
ta romain as Lefore, evidently bhowed na in-
tention of accepting the recipiocity aller. If
thora had heen ny intention ef accepting it,
our new tarit! would doubtles have contained
aone provision ta taat, cilect, wlaiil would
cama inte force aftar the p-assage of the new
United States tarit! bll.

The recipa-ocity effer incltndea aIl the coin-
modities namced, and one item cuutd îaot be
accepted without taking la the other îaroducte.
Free corn would ci course be an advautage Le
Canada, as IL in zcqaaired by our fai ara in
feealing stock, und IL is a grain m hica la nuL
product.d lu this couatry tu aany large extant.
Ail fecedera who have aisec itI, know the
valua of corn. Et-en %vith the exiating aîuty,
considarable corn is imported intu Canada for
fied purpozep, and tlIe importation wvoul-.1 ba
mach larger if tho quty %sers reastd. Face
cats and free oatmeýal would net make any
great difference ta this couvtry, but lin certain
ycaas IL naiight prose uataiàtagerous ta baie the
United States market open ta us. iu other
years tlae haime market ta aur farmera might ho
reduccd in price through the admission o! the8e
pa-oduets frec from the Unîited S atea. Iteci-
procity la rye wouîd not Le o' intach importance
any way as the grain in neitLacr grow nor coin
sumed largely in this country. IL might, pier-
bapa, enable tEatern faraners ta inercase their
rye crap tea dvantage.

The principal interest la this reciprocity
clause t-oLLros a inwbea.. la Manitoba thne
farmer& wouid be an favor o! rccprocaay an
wbeat, ais tbey zould sali Ia Minneapolis mil.
lers. Some of thc grain ahippers ara aise la
favor o! froc wh.sat, as they could oeil in or
ahap througn tric United ncates wath lcas troulle
from custoe rc«ui-ationa titan ab present.
While Manitoba wronld lie able ta sali wbcat ta
Minneapolia millara, ieciproclty la thie grain

would &to enablo castern Canada millers to
buy Duluth bard wheat, ta btat whilo saime ad-
vantage weJ -d bo gaîneal, the prenent monop
oly which Manitoba hard ihat lias in Ontario
t,uid bc lust. leaten Canada milLera are
noav obliged tu nana certain quautaay of Man
stoba hard whoat, and in Borne iseasons t'Ley
biste had te puy a sha.p picmium for it, whlh
bas Lt ca a banatfit to the westcin producer.
jIf 4hoy sacre able to é,o ta Dra!uth and boy, It

tnaa8tt .ut Ai a,.gou dcaaand fur Manitoba hard.
As a gtnoral rule, tiowever, the maikets are
relativoly the samo un taolt Bide of tfta
boundary. Roclproclty, bowever, wouVt prob
abIy inceaso the compatition Ian Manitoba for
wbeat, and the advantage te the farmer wotald
bo in f.vor of accepting the ùifr. Western
naillers would find their eaitern fleur trade eut
intu by Minneapois and otbcr bard wheat
miflara, but thcy wotld have troc accesa bo the
largor markets in tho eastern êsates, ian campe-
tition of course wlth Minnesota and Dakota
bard wheat miflrs.

THE TÂRLEF DEBÂTE.
The additianal changes wbleh are being

made ian the tarif! ftem day ta day, during the
continuation of the debate nt Ottawa, are a
source of great annoyance to the trade. Wheu
the new cari! si i fit-at aneouneed, manzy manu-
facturersand whoieaale derlers exppcted that
thero wotild bA no furtber changes of any im-
portance, and tbey foathwith issued now price
libt.s, based on the new tarit!. The expectation
that the tan-if! wouid romain as firat announced,
bowever, bias pcoved a grestmistake, asalroady
as long liat ol. changes have beau mnade, and the
tarif! debate in nlot coticluded yet, tbough it la
expectcd the dtbate wili Le finaIly closed be.
fore this issue of The Commercial goes out.
WVhat makes thos changes more annoying in,
that importera will have te amend their eus.
toms entries aand pay the increaied duty uipon
any new goode imported since 1!. new tarifi
vias introduced. Tiaus, for instance. on gooda
whkLh iere pilacofi at, say, 20 par cent. in the
ncw tarif!, and whith have biaco heurn advanced
to 25 par cent., dealers who bave made any nm-
porta aince the anew tariff carne into affect wil
be called upox to pay the additional 5 per
cent. This in a feature wbich às not generally
understood. The new tarif! %vent inta affect
immandiataly wben laid before parliament, sub.
jett, housever, to any changes which might be
made by parliamant, before the mensure la
flnally adopted. Importera wcre alloweal in
the meiutime ta pajs goode on tho condition
that they would be subject to aey changes
made. The largeat number of changes have
been made in the hardware and metals als, but
many changes have aiso been made in otlner
linon.

It la a maLter for regret that mont of the
changea from the tarit! as at firat proposef! have
been ancreases in the duty In a few instances
cuncetoion8 have à,ean made, notably the redue
tion of 1 i 5c per galion on roflned petroieuin,
and an extension of tbe free list on lumber
but, as noted, mont of tho changes show an ad
.racco. A fani thar very obj.'ctioaaable feature is,
fliat quite a number of te changes are la t;he
direction of restoring, or partially restaring,
th speaiflo dutîes. The part icular objection ta

speci Do duties le, that iL Lests beavily upon tbe
commoner qualitie of goodte., Thun, for in-
stance, theolad speciflo duty of 10 cents per
pound on wooiens, camne very bcavlly upon the
Uness uf gooda ipa lq tho wualtang peuple,
wahite IL si ild nat bu feek ln anytbing lîko tbo
name î,topirttian on fluao .l Tho oid duty
on vauucns çvas 10 conts par pound and 25 pur
cent ad valorem. The new tarit! ,ado thu
duty 32à ker cent. stralgbt ad çalurem. ibis
h4 s now been (chan&od La,.k ,. 5 cents pta
[,3und and 25 per cent. ad valore an. Th,
government la certainly tnt maintalning Its de
cision in tho maLter ef tarit! reform, as an
nouncod in the new tarît! as flrst preaented, for,
as lntlmated, the inereases sîn3,e made considor
ably exceed the roduotione.

EDITORIÂL NOTE.
Tis Ganaditsn Dry (;ode Roview hlRhly te

commande the plan lately adopted by %Vinaaipeg
jolbars for dispoalng of bankrupt stocks. After
exp'aining the plan, as sot forth la The Corn
merdiai, the Review adds that it ebould bo ad.
opted in bath Toronto and Mantreal. As i.
wauld proteot retailers who endeavar ta paj
thelr full aharo, of iabilities, and would tend
ta prevent Lte compromises wbiob have dis.
graced the mercantile coînmnniLy dnring the
past ycar or two. II, would further prottct
the creditors framn the sacrificing of stocks nt
very low prices, and would belp, La induce a
Latter atate of trado generally.

Mobre flaîry MboûMngs,
The direotors of the Manitoba Dairy assoc.a

tien faund as a rosait of thoîr conforenco with
Dairy Commiasionar Robertson Tuesday fore-
soon that iL was impossible for him ta overtake
ncarly aIl the places calling for a visit. They
have, therefore, arranged ta place an outtat ie
the field which wii werk on exactly the saine
fines as those sent out by the Dominion Gavera.
metnt. They wiiI take the field on June 1 andl
visit te foliowing places in the order and on
Ltho dates namod, and sa far as train arrange-
meants do flot interface will commence eacb d1ay
at 10 30 a m. The gentlemen working un thias
,eute wvil includo Mr. Hettlo, M. P. P., and
Prof. Barre, Mr. Scott, Winnipeg, and Mlr.
Herbison, a skilled butter maker from Cliaton,
Ontario. The rouLes and dates are as LI
Iowas:

Wawanesa-June 2 4.
Belmont-Jene 5 6.
Baldur--June 7 8.
Miama-Juue 9-11.
MaIrris-Juno 12 13.

St. Jean-June 14 15.
Letellier-June 16.
Niverville-June 18 19.
Dominion Oity-Jane 20-21.
Kildonan-June 22 25.
Bird's Hill-Jane 26-27.
Dugald -Jonc 28.29.
Little Mounain-June 30.
Rosser-Juiy 3 4.
Oak Polat-July 6 7.
Balmoral -July 10 Il.

Ranewed weak.~ i ian India exebange de.
presses ailver prices, the quatationa f_ bars
haviragfJIen tu 28 1 16à la London and z. in
Nnw Y ork. It in stated that a very ilnited
huying demand for India la shown at the de-
dline. Sîlver prices May 18, London, 28 î- 16i
New York, 621c.-Bradiitreets.
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