10¢

THE COMMERCIAL,

NPT

more largely grown in past years. Tho disad-
vantage in growing the crop is the uncortainty
of amarket. Much larger quantities, however,
could be used at home to advantage. Mani-
toba is importing and paying duty upon thous-
ands of dollars worth of cured hog products
every year, which should be pruduced at home.
Tho suioly of hogs this year is not evon suf-
ficiour tor thoe home domand for usiug fresh.
Potatoes and barloy make excellent feed for
hogs, and with the large yiold of buth these
crops in this province, it is a shame that so
much money is going out of the country for hog
products. Our farmers evideotly nced a fow
lessons in thrift and economy.

THE LUMBER DUTY.

Though tho new tariff Lill recently adopted
in the United States is generally unfavorable
to Canada, it is not uniformally unfavorable in
its provisions, An oxception isapparent in the
case of the lumber duties. The duty on lumber
is reduced ooc half, from §2 to $1 per thous-
and feet. Canada, however, imposes an export
duty of $2 per thousand foet on logs  This was
done in order to stop the oxportation of logs
malvly from the Lake Huron aud Georgian Bay
rogion to Michigan, and force the manufacture
of the logs at homo. The new United States
tariff provided that any country imposing an
export duty onlogs could not have the bencfit
of the reduction in the duty. So far as the
United States is concerned, the duty was
reduced on lumber to appease the demand for
cheaper material in this line, and in order to
force Canada to remove the export duty on logs,
it was provided that our lumbermen could not
take advantage of thoreduced duty untilthis was
done. The bait was thus hung dangling before
our eyes, and the Dominion Government have
not been slow to make a move in the matter,
Last neek the news came from Octawa that a
proclamation had been issued removing the
export duty on logr. This is no doubt the
wise policy for our governraent to pursue in
this matter. The lumber trade is none teo
flourishing just now, and there would have
been a great outcry if our government had
refused to allow our lumbermen to take advaa-
tage of tho lower duties in exporting to the
United States. The removal of the export duty
on logs will benefit Cavadian lumbermen in two
ways. Itwill first permit of their taking
advantage of the lower duty ; and secondly, it
will tuke some of the pressure off the home
market, by allowing the export of logs to the
States, which would otherwise be sawa for the
home market.

So far as the export of logs is concerned, it
appeais that Canada imports more logs from
the United States than she exports to that
country. While logs are exported from portions
of Ontario, they are imported from the stats of
Minnpesota for our mills on the Lake of the
Woods, and alsoimported into New Brunswick,
Therefore it scemed unwise to place an export
duty on logs, as it might provoke retaliation of
the same naturcon the United States. The
new tariff reduces the duty on white pine
shingles from 35 to 20 cents per thousand, and
on other shingles the rate is reduced 5 cents to
30 centa; and on timber hewn or sawn, the

duty is reduced from twonty per cont. to ten
per cent. Squared timber is reducod fiom 1
to 4 cent por foot.

UNITED STATES OROPS.

Tho last official crop regort from Washington
gives the yiold per acre for the entire country,
as follows: Winter wheat, 10.8 bushels peor
acro; spriog wheat, 11.5 ; tho wheatcrop, 11.1;
oats, 19.8; barloy, 21; rye, 11.8 bushels. The
effect of last winter frosts upon wheat isshown
by tho low rate of yield to have been sovore.
The figure would huve been lowor but for the
roduction of area by plowing and planting of
ths worst ficlds in other crops. The yleld of
wheat in Dakota varios from a bushel or two
to twenty-five bushels, making und average Jf
ninu Lushels per acre, Minnesota returns 12
and Wisconsin 12,5 bushels par acre. The
estimated yicld of oats of 10.8 bushels per acre
for the whole country is the lowest sver
reported. Tho indicated yield of oats by the
Uovernment crop report is for a little over
500,000,000 bushels. The report points to a
probablo wheat crop of about 403,000,000
vushels, including neagly 251,000,000 Lushels
of winter and uearly 152,000,000 bushels of
spring. It ind'cates that the total wheat crop
of Miunesota and the Dakotas will be about
82,000,000 bushels. Last year they yieldad in
the agsregate 87,108,000 bushels anl in 1888
65,017,000 bushels. Tho yield per acre of corg is
equivalent to a total crop of about 1,553,000,000
bushels, :

Ths final returns for the United States show
thegeneralcoudition of cropa tobequite aspooras
has been indicated by earlier reports. Canada
will come out a loog ways ahead of the Uaited
States this year in the leading cercal crops.
Tho following table, giving the official estimates
of the yield per acre of the crops named, ia the
United States, as compared with the provinces
of Manitoba and Ontario, will bo of interest :—

United States.  Ontario. Manlitoba.
Faltwhat:... ..... 10.8 0.8

Sprng wheat . ..., 115 16.0 240
Barloy ...oieeeeeiias 210 W3 4.3
0ats covnenceniinnee 19.8 0.1 41.3

WHEAT VALDES,

Some time ago Tiix Comsterciat, ventured to
suggest that the large wheat crop, of fine
quality, which has been gathered én Ontario
this year, would have the effect of curtailing
the demand for Manitoba wheat from the
millers of that proviuce, for mixing purposes.
Manitoba wheat, Tue ComuerciaL stated,
would therefore not likely being a piice this
year in advance of its export value, as has been
the case in some past years. One of our
smaller provincial exchanges gave this journal
a sound belaboring on account of the paragraph
referrad to, stating thut it was written with
the object of bearing wiieat, in the interest of
the grain trade. Just here we might say that
the support Tue COMMERCIAL receives from
the grain trade is trifling, and were it vastly
greater than it is, it would not have any in-
fluence in inducing this journal to deviate from
its course in its efforts to fill the position of an
impartial commercial authority.

Now it happens that an eastern commercial
authority, the Montreal Journal of Commerce,

io an article last week upon wheat values makes
substantially tho same statoments as were m wlo
in this journal some timo ago. ‘I'he Montreal
paper says in effect, that castern millors will
want but littlo M.anitoba whoat this year, on
sccouat of the large crop of fino whuat which
they have at homs. On this account, the
Journal of Cammerce belioves, that prices “in
Manitoba will be fixed by export value toa
greater extont than uaual,”

The increase in the flour dutics last wiuter it
is ovident wil bo of no valuo to Manitoba
farmers this year. Woro tho quantity of wheat
grown in Canada considerably less than home
tequiroments, the duty would increaso the cost
of flour and wheat, but with a surplus of wheat
ovor home requiretnonts, it is difficule to sce
wherein the wheat and flour duties are of much
advantage to tho grower, though of comio it is
some benofit to the miller to have oxclusive
control of the home market.

FIRES AT THRESHINGS.

It is time that something was invented in
the line of furnishing power for threshing
machines, which would be less dsngerous in the
direction of freedom from fire. The quantity
of property destroyed every year by fire at
threshings muat be very great. No sooncr has
the threshing season commenced, than reports
of the destruction of grain anid sometimes other
property from fives, begin to como {n, No
doubt many of these fires are caused by care-
lessness, or lack of proper kuowledge on the
part of the operators of the michinery. Still,
even with the best of care, the danger mnst be
very great. Ia dry weather a stray spark from
the engine will readily iguite the stacks of gruin,
In regard to the operators of the machinery,
there iz complaint that they are not always
qualified to take charge of the engines. The
wisdom of having properly qualitied men is
very apparent, and it has even been intimated
that the legislature should iuterfers to prevent
the cperation of threshing engines by other
than pacties who had passed an examination
eatitling them to undertakessuch woik. The
difficulty in the way of such a regulation is the
scarcity of men, and were anything of this nature
enforced, it might interfere with getting the
crops threshed outin reasonable time. The
owner of the thréshing machine usually loses
his property as well as tho farmer for whome
be is threshing in case of a fire. This is prob.
ably a very good feature, as it will make
threshers more careful. But notwithstanding
this, nany fires could no doubt be avoided if
threshers exercised every possible care.

WINNIPEG'S HIGH ASSESSMENT.

Last week in these columns, comment was
made upon a paragraph from the Ottawa Citizen
speaking of the effects of the real estate **boom”
of 1881.82 in \Winnipeg, and of the fact that
the assessed value of the city was too high,
The Citizen said among other things that
‘‘ Winnipeg is by fav the most over.assessed
city in Canada, and it ic probab’e that there is
no other city on the continent where property
is placed at g0 high & nominal value.” Tus
CoxuerciaL endorsed the statement of the
Citizen to the extent that in many instan.es the
astessed value of property in Winnipeg is far




