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SAIDDLE AND SABRE.
(Contiùmued).

Cbarlie's soidieriag at home had been ai tht sunniest description.
Quartened la ont ai tht plea8antest cities la Eagland, witb excellent huai-

ia close by, and the metropolis wititia easy distance, bis experiences bati
heen veny différent ta the monatonous life lie was now living ; not that he
cared about the bard work, but there was a wani ai exciteaieut about il ail
that he feit so terribly.

"lNeyer mind, youag 'un," said Hobson, wlien bis subattern iadîtlged la
a hearty growl at tht dullness ai their present existence, Il i wan't last for
ever; these fellows are cither getting msed up or disperseti. though our
detachmeat bas neyer bad the gooti fortune ta corne up with thera; stili.
you know, we huai thern into other people's bands, and i f you have any
luck you wiii throw la for a very prttiy scrimmage yet before it is ait. aven.
From, what my scouts tell me, we have gai a stag roaa in front ai us-a
ftilow who vas a man of mark in tht Mutiay trnes-ont ai TantiaT ope 's
ablesi lieutenants, and whai is more, ýie is ai tht heati ai a pretty stroag
band. Nov, thiat fellow dan't want ta figlit, but you may depenti upoa il
that whoevcr dots carne ujp with hlm wili finti hlm, a stiff nut ta crack."~

"l y jove, this is getting rather cxcitîng," saiti tht other; "Ilo course
we shahl beai hlm."

IlOh yes," rejoineti Hlobson, "lve always do, odds or no odds ; il I
mean is it wan' t be a walk aven."

"lSa much tht beiter," rejoincti Charlie, who, like ail young soldiers,
vas jusi a littie bloodthirsty; I arn keen ta sec sameîhîag ai fightiag lui
carnest."

IlWeil, if we chance ta camne up with Shere Ali he is sait ta indulge
you ; be is figbîing with a rapt round bis neck, for, îhougb bis sins ai the
Mutiny lrne xnighi be condoneti, yeî he bas been guitty af îao many
outrages la tht dacoit way, siace, ta hope fur pardon."

Thcy rode on nov for some time la silence, cacb ininiensed la bis owa
thatughts; Hobson graveiy caasidering how ho is tW get the best of this
ubiquitous robben, Shere Ali, upon whase trait you bati no soner gai ihan
he speedily vanisheti, ta, bc heard ai oaiy again la santie other part ai the
district. Gove,-nmeat. hat dcneed ibat this man should bc stampeti oui
like any other vermin, and the ex-soubahdan most nichly deserved i . Since
he had proved false ta, bis sait, bche at shava ail that tiger fenocity
charactcnistic ai the Asiaîic wbea he geis tht mappen handi. Ht had beer
one of tht most ruthlcss lieutenants ai Tanîta Topie, and since be bac
beconit a leader ai dacoits had distiaguished himscif by the niost unnelcat
ing hostiliiy ta tht Feriaghee; sucb Englishinen, and i h ias whispered ever
Englishwomen, who had tht misiortune ta fait ini bis hantis, hati met wiii
scai mercy. This.mar's bands, it was knawa, wverc as dceply imbueti ir
blood au Nana Sahib's, or any ai thte other savage chiei idmo tspiang to thi
front at tht lime ai tht great Mutiay. Ht was quite aware that there %va
soeali hope for hlm should hc fait iat tht baads ai the ]English, and bac
vowed ta wage a wan af implacable hostiiîy agair.st tht white mea.

Charlie's tboughts, on tht caaîrary, revertcd ta tht aid country, and th
111e lie had heut behinti hlm ;-what a fool he hati been ! What a pleasan
carter vas opeaeci before hi'n, but for bhose mise.-abic gambliag debis o
bis aid Cambridge days. He hati not licard s0 obten from home as lie liai
expectcd; and, strangest îhing ai al?, Lettie bati neyer saiti a word ai bc
approachiag marriagc. But he had aiso licard from NMrs. Kynaston, an
ibai lady, ubough aihudiag ta il sornewlint vaguciy, quite convcycd tbc.ide
that. tht engagement sîill existed ; anti Chiarie-ivha, bear la mind, wa
whoily ignorant ai the seamy side ai Rahph Furzedon's hf-,wno rcaso
why, if Lttic faacied'huan, it should nou bc. Froni Ilerie Stade lic hia
also heard but briefly, though satisiactonîly: "lIn tht cati, Ch3nhie," 531
Bertit;4 'yaur aifairs, 1 bave no doubt, wili bc thoroughiy arranged ; 1)
your faîhcr places irnîiicit reliance on my uncle Belb. YNow the Majo
you know, is a bit ar a martinet, aad coateatis that a deccat doçe ai pung.
tory should precede tht killiag ai tut iatted cati for the pradigal : ' Thec
is nolhing hike Iiiving these young sinners a tolerabie speli of discombo
betare you re.esiablish them ; Icave tht boy oui ître for a bit, Mn. Deve
eux, ta enjoy tht sport ai dacoii.huntiag, oui ai tvhich Ibert is not a liur
ta bc ýathercd, but which iavolves plenîy af bard knocks. Besides il wi
mnakc i ail the casier ta ainange matters with Jordan &- Co. If they tibm
you arc ready ta seule ail your son's hiabilities right off, they viii insist o
a actihement ia full. If, on the cantrany, they sec we are in no hurry, thc
wiii abate their îerms considerabiy. Tht longer we wait, the less thcy w~
tait. 1ý hlm sîay out la India unîl lie gels bis lieuenancy-a matte
probably, of tva or ibret y-ars ; and then, 1 think, %te shahl find Jondan
Co. likely ta listen ta reason.' Il is gooti seunti advice, Charlie; an
thaugli the chiveyiag ai rabbers ai over the country is flot quite aur id
of' active service, stili I can fancy with whaî a wili you'ii go far ihcmn whî
yau do catch 'cm"I

fly this lime they had reachiet tht etige ai tht plain, and wer-2 no
apparenîhy entering a wooded country, ai the back ai which lay tht ncgul
jungle. Thcjy wcrc about ta dismaunt frein iheir horsts, whea- Ilcrac'
vent three or !Îaur rifles, and as inany tbul!ts whistied pasti teir ci~
lnstantly lloflson, wheciing bis sîced about, andti îî a cny, ilRide for
Chanhie," set spuns to bis horst. Young Devereux folioveti hie exanpi
though. as lic diti so, hc feut samcthing likt a bot Iran jusi graze lus ar
'Wh=n he had gene tlirec or four hua drcd yards iebson pull,;d up bis bor

and, tumning round, deliberately surveyed thé spot from whence tht fire had
corne.*

-1By Jove, Charlie," hce xclaimed, Ilwe rode tight into the waups' nest,
and il is dcuccd lucky for us, I fancy, that we rather surprised thcm; if,
they liad only cxcrcised their usual cunning, we should have beca either
dead or prisoners by this."

" Sec," replied Charlie, Ilthere are about a dozen of the bcggars on the
edge af the wood looking at us."

IlYes," rcplied Hobson, Iti is confoundedly unlucky that we should
have corne upion tbem, as we did ; they wii know, of course, that we liaj
soldiers with us, and before we oxtr get back ta camp, or even start, that
fellow Shere Ai wiIl have had tip sticks and decamped in some other
direction. Il is thundering unluek"v. We really had a chance ta corne up
witla him tornght ; but builo! yourig nman, they have barked you."

àJust a graze,> rcplied Charlic, "lbut nothing af any conséquence ; but
wbat will you do now ?

"iOh 1 we must juit get bacI to camp as quick as we can, anid then
start in pursuit of our friends - rny only hope is tliat, by pcrpetually harry.
ing tbem, we shali drive Shere Ai straight iat the bands af. ont of tht
other partics out in pursuit af hirm ;" and with that, Habson put his horst
iato a gallop, and the pair miade their way back ta camp as speedily as
mighi be.

CHAPTEIZ XXXIV.

DOINOS ON TIE KNAVESMIRL.

We must now go back a littUe bit in ibis history. tn set how evenis
have fared with people in England. Gilbert Siade had been very littIe ln
London silice that fanious Derby which had utterly broke Devereux. lie
had run up for a week ta hielp Charlie with his advice ia tht arrangement ci
his affairs, and he had also corme up for a few days to sec hlm off and bid
hlm God-spced on bis departure for India, wbich had taken place about tht
end ai July; otherwise Gilbert Slade had seen nothing aof London that
year. He had c.-Ied upon nabod"* düring those bni visits. lie was up
strictly ou business. and hRd no wish ta advertise bis preseace ln the metro...
polis. Hee had rcver made bis appearance la Onslow Gaidens, nor, soxely
ta tht disappointmeaî of Mrs Kynaston, had she ever'set cyts upon hlmn
since that brief visit he p2id ber la May. WVith every rcasan ta believe ln
Miss Dever<ruies engagement with Fxîrzedoa, flertie had tlîought it useless

tato call on Mrs. Connop. Twice he had dont so duriag that Derby wcek,
and upon each occasion had been met with a"I not at home." He had
corne ta the conclusion that ihis was a distinct intimation that thcy wished
to sec no more ai him. W~hite he was mak-.ng up hie mind, another had
stepped ia and carricd off the prize. If it liad only been any other than

-Furzedoîî, he could have borne il belles, but that, even with ail bis moncy,
Miss Devereux could marry such a man as that was iacomprehensible in
Benîie's eycs ; but il was ail ovcr now, and f, r the present, as men do under

'such circumstanccs, Gilbert Stade tborounhly realised the hollowness of
cLondon socieîy. Ont morniag la Scptember, shortly belore tht Doncaster

s Races, Uertie reccivcd a letter frain bis Uncle Narman, in which hie said,
d I shall be al York this weck for a couple àof nights ;I1shall tay athe

Black Swan, and shall throw myseîf upon your bospitality for~ dinner. \Toui
e regiment bas the reputation ai daing thai sort af thiag rather well, and 1
t have no doulit vou can make up a rubber for me aÏfterwards. A hotçI
fi cofferoomn is ratlier a duli place ta, put in an cvcning alone."

d 1Give Uncle Normnan a dinneri 1I should raîhcr tbink so," muttered
r l3erte ta himself on reading this note; IlI would put hlmn up for a whole
d weck, and be only toa glad ta do so ; but I arn puzzlcd as ta what brings
a him ta .York jivst naw. Uncle Narman ai York during tht races is natural
's cnaugh, i,.it Uncle Norman i York the second week la September is a
n mnystcry."
d Howevr htvrmgtb omnSae beti unn pi
dah great city oi the North, bis ncphew took care that ihere should lie a

note for hini ei tht Black Swan, sayin- that he shoulti bc aaly too glad to
rsec hlm every day durng bis siay ; and tbat if it would bce the slightest C-

veaicace, ho could put hlm Up very comfortably to boot. In due cour-,
Te Norman Stade turned ulp ai the mess of the - h Husears, and wu irregaxdtd wih due rcvercaice by tht younger members ai that sporting
el regimnt as a sort ai incarnation ai ail Tnrf knawledge, ami a man who,

i if bc chose, could rnake wandrous Tevelains on the subject of races p:s,
k prescrit, and ta corne. When b? chose, as we kaow, Norman could maire

htmel Colutic pleasant, and upon tbis occasion hé. won golden opinions.
TheColnel inparticular, was cnchantcd with bis guest, who manifcsted.

t' he greatest passible interesi lin tht rcgimtnt. One thiug espectlaUy vas z

rcunmous in, andi that was, would hc have an appartuaity af seciag the regý
&_ment outi Did they ilot excrcisc on tht Knavcsmire in tht early marnoiii
dallimes?

"V, l ei," replied tht Colonel; "but we are flot so very eariy ; during b5 -

en hot wcather we begin al seven, and sa get aur drill ave. belare the heat ci,
Stht day."

w lThen," rcjoinedl Norrasn "lif I axa on tht Kna'rcsmire sharp stvefl, 1
ar shall bc in lime ta sec your fcilows exercisc" -1

k"' 'IlIn pltnty of time, Mr. Stade," said tht Colonel; <indeed, a qI
rs. pasi wzil be quite lime cnough. If you wiii allow me, I wiii have a hame

ilthtre already for yu."
e. "'lu arc very good," rcjoiacd Normnan; "fbut I have no doubi flcitk'
m. 1cani maaag-c ail %hat for mc."
Sei To which speech flertit returned a sonicwhat bcwildcred assent.


