THE CRITIC.
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Thix departmont of 1'nx Critie is devated eaclusively to the interesta of the Funners
in the Maritime Provinces. Coutrilmtions upon Agricultueal topdes, or that in any way
relate to Farm life, aro condially invited. = Newsy uotes of Formers' gatherings or
Grauge weetings will Le promptly nserted,  Farmers” wives and davghters shoutd wmake
this depactiwent in I'nk CRUL a'medium fur the exchange of fdvas on such mattem an
wore directly affect them

The following views about seed potatoes differ somowhat from those
embodicd in the account of u reries of careful experiments which we con-
densed, about two months ago, from the New England Farmer, but we think
it desirble to place all sorts of opinions before our agricultural readers
whenever there may be room for a difforenco of sensible opinion. Hinta
from a proctico differont from their own are sometimes of value to tho most
practical and experienced. Iudeed, the moro intelligent tho recipient, the
greater the possible value to them of the experience of others. A corres-
poudent of the Indianu Farmer gives tho following advico regarding the
selection of potatoes for seed :—*' Tho solection ghould bo made when the
crop is harvested, and before being taken up aftor boing dug. At this time
the very largest, smoothest, and most porfectly formed ones can bo and
should Lo taken to be uscd assced for the nert yoar's crop. This seed
should bo handied carofully, s0 as not to bruise them. Thoey should be put
into sacks, one bushel in tho sack, and stored in a dry, cool cellar, separate,
or as far away from other potatoes as poesible.

When planting comes, and that time is when the frost is out of the
ground and the soil is dry cnough to wotk good, no later than this, for if
planted at the eatliest possible time after the frost is out they will muke
their growth before the hot weather sets in.  Sclect tha very best portion of
the secd, aud plant this on the very best ground, prepared 1n the vory hest
wanver, planting large picces, or whole largo potatoes is still better,
rejecting or cutting away a portion of tho stems end. Giving two feot
between hills—rows usual distance, and as scou as tho sprouts sro two
inches high, thin oat to one stalk in a hill. This will basten tho growth
and maturity, and will make all large, fino potatoes for seed for the next
season's crop. The best seed, with best care and culture, grown on the best
land may be expected to produce the very best crop.

It is almost impossible to beliovo that for ages farmers have bestowed no
more care on the portion that is to be seed for the coming crop, than they
give to that portion that is to be fed to stock or sold on the market, and yet
this is true, the proctice being to tako seed potatoes from lls with several
stalks. No greater enemy to a stalk of potatoes can bu found than another
stalk of potatoca growing near to it. 1t is, therefore, 1wdisponesble to tho
production of tho best stalk that they should be grown far enough apmi to
give to each stalk all the room required to make the best and largest growth.

The influence of the hest sced to produce the best crop may bo estunated
by the superiority of ¢ thoroughbred' animmals over common stock, and the
same priuciples apply to the production of vegetables and fruits as in theo
production of tho best and finest Jeisoys, Shorthorns, Herefords, Normaus,
Clydcsdales, and all other improved treeds of stock. Should each farmer |
produce the best seed by giving the greatest attention to its production, thntl
is required io the very nature of the caso, nud suggested by tho natural
endowments of tho plants thomselves, great yislds and bettor quality of
ciops would result.”’ :

APries ror Pias —The apple is nearly all carhohydrates—only 0.2 lo!
10 0.3 of 1 per cent. albuminoids, with 03 per cent. fat and 15 per cont,

catbohydrates  Its value simply fur the fuud it cuntsine is 16 cents per 100

Ibs., or & cents per hushol. DBut it containg . little pectic acid which asaists

in digesting other food, and thisincreaacs its valno perhaps 30 to 10 per cent.

A certain proportion of apples would bo advantageous in feeding pigs Ly

preventing constipation, thus keeping them Lealthy, besides assisting in the

digestion of other food. The apples should not be very sour. A miature

of eweet and sour works well. It is understood that we mean grown

pigs, ready for fattuning, and tho spples are not suppo:ed to bo fod alone.

Such pigs will futten moderatoly on gweet spples, but 1t 1s not profitable to

feed pigs on apples alone. It 1s bettor if the apples are mashed, pulped ori
ground, and the other food mixed with tms apple pulp. e have seen
very rapid fattening when fed in this way.—E. W. 8., N, Y. Cultivator,

Blackberries increaso easily by suckers fiom the roots, but better plants
may be bad and more rapidly from cuttings from tho roots. These are
obtained by taking up the plants with ample roote, and cuttiug the routs
into pieces, about two jnches, moro or less, in length, and placing them in
beds of good rich, light :0il, with a little Lettom heat, under a glazed sash.
Tho roots may be tsken up in autumn, or carly in sprivg. 1f in autuma
they may be kept through winter by placing 1 alteruato layers with soil 10
& box which has drainage, and be buned in a dry spot.deep onough to
excludo frost, or they may be kept in a cool cullar packed in damp sand or
mose, like grafts, taking caro that they are uniformly neither tco moist nor
too dry. 'When set out, they should bo placed about two inches deep in the
soil. If they cannot be easily placed under a gluzed sach, the surface of the
s0il should bo covered with mulch. If tho pieces of roots can be properly
keps through winter, taking up in autumn is the best. Smaller picces may
be used if they can Le started in a propagating house, which is well adapted
to scarco varioties. When tho now plants have grown a fow inches, they
may be removed to the open ground. Varietics winch sucker most freely,
may bo most readily propagated by root cuttings.

Soxx or THE Causks or Hraves.—Heaves may bo caused by continued
fecding on dry, bulky and fibrous food, such as timothy and similar coarso
fodder, and especially when it is musty and dusty. Over-cxortion on a full

-

stomach has a toudency to produco heaves, ‘The ailmont is nlso supposed to
bo duo to & deranged stato of tho norvous contros. ‘[he disonso is incurablo,
but may he palliated by careful feeding. In cnses which have oxisted for
somo timo, no remedy will remove the distress in breathing. Givo only
vutritious food, of small bulk, cut hay of best yuality, mixcd with svund
oats or ground feed, slightly moistened with water , alsu a fow sliced carruta
dnily. Avoid timothy hay and similar coarso matorinl, Givo on alternate
days, or nt least twice weekly, a ration of sloppy food, or bran mash, mixad
with a pint of ground flaxseed (not oii cake); or, instead, n mess of steamed
or cooked food, with finely cut, sound wild hay. Novor feod or wator such

a horso immediately bofore using him ; and give him only slow and easy, or
light work.

‘Tarr Wonrns —Sheop that have died in a mystorious mannor having
beon examinod aftor death have beon found to have their small intestines
packed full of tspe worms ‘I'ho gonoral symptoms of tape worms are
alternate great appetile and no appetile ; an inclination to swallnw atones,
sand, ashes, carth, otc, and loss of condition. Tho droppings are soft and
mixed with mucus. The animal gives evidonce of internal paiv. Groat
emaciation ensuos nnd death fivally results, Thore are no proventives, for
rabbits, squirrels, skunks, dogs and other animals doposit tho eggs of the
worm in the fields in which thoy may run. ‘The following troatmont is
recommonded.  Tako linseed oil two ounces, and spirits of turpontine one-
half ounce. Givo this dose twice n wack for two weeks. If this should
not prove effectual, givo thres ounces of tho root of male forn powdered, six
hours after giving this give a purgative of linssed oil, and ropeat in one
week. It i3 said also that forty drops of oil of turpentine, a drachm of
powdored green vitrol and an ounce of common salt, given in milk or gruol,
or in linseod oil, i8 a soveroign remedy. Give the best of food until the
condition is restored. Sheap, aftor they bLecomo two yoars old very rarely

become infested with tape worm. It is a trouble that is peculiar to youuny
sheep and lambs.

Tur Lereer or Dank Stanres.—It is claimed in a large preportion of
cascs where horzes havo tronblo with their oyes, it is due to tho want of
properly lighted and vontilated stables. ‘I'he majority of stables aro so Jark
that when the horso is brought out he shows, by stumbling and in other
ways, that he can not see perfectly, and this continues until his oyss becomo
accustomed to the light Auy person can readily tall what tho effect is by
passing from & durk room into the bright sunlight ‘The change causes pain,
and this et s the eyo injuriously, in time frequently causing total blindnoss.
Whero hiorses shy on the road it is in wmany cases due to impoerfect sight,
often brought ou by neglect in providing well lighted quarters for them.

- The eye is very sensitive and casily injured whon dark, close stables aro

used. Light aud proper vontilation can be provided with so little trouble
and expouse that it is surprising so many neglect theso very important con-
ditions when building, and as tho result, suffer Joss by so doing. ‘Those
who have stables already built, can, by a small outlay, make changes when

thoy aro needed to let in tho light, aud it will pay them well to do it.—
Maine Farmer.

OUR COSY CORNER.

Popular and charming cffects are again produced by fan-plaits, which are
sot in the side-frouts and centro {ronts of skirts, and also laid and pressed
the bicks of draporics. Similar decorations srranged to cross the bodice
diagunally from the top of the right shoulde: to the lefy hup, whore the other
puttiva of the frunt is loft undecurated or has a revers or lupol of cuntrasting
guuls.  Nout tho least of the attmctiveness of this style of ornamentation s
1l adaptalility o cuntrasting maturials and colors, which virtue, of course,
invites the ccutomical woman to investigate her stored belungings, where
likely shio has just the fabric that wili tastefuliy combnue with a now woullen
matorial to mako a fashionablo toilette.

A novelty in slooves is arrangod with two pufis that cover'tho arm from
¢lbow to shoulder, shirrings being taken betweon them. This artistic design
will not infrequently have the upper pulf of some decorative fabric aud the
lower pufl’ and the plain patt of the sleeves of dress goods.

Fanciful offects will be studied asa fice art this seazon. Ono of the
newest caprices is to ornament basques of dark wool goods with soutache
braids of red, white, black, gold orsilver The favored arrangoments aro
patallel lines, V's and yoke outlines, the wrnists bemng trummed to cotrespond,
Striped guuds way be made to produce sinmiar etfects.  For complimentary
muutLiug silver or vivlet braids upon black will be a leading style.

Among tho basques 1o woar ¢ suite or in contrast with skirts thero is a
new design with points cut back of the hips. These points will sometimes
bo tipped with tassles or with butterfly kunots of ribbon.

Sailor and standing collars, both claborately cross-braided or otherwise
embroidered, or, perhaps, 1wndo of richly decomtive goods, will bo worn with
house ond street dresses.  Usually these two collars will bo sewed to tucken
or othurwiso completed sparato from the costume, 10 pormit of woaring a

gay silk or wrought Tudia mull sailor kerchiof that will bo a spocialty this
s0u800.,

Auother seasonabloe fency—an old favorite improved for a representation
—is a long, square apron drapory that may bo braided about tho edges and
have a sot figuro in each of its two corners. Of courso, any othor trimming,
such as folds or strips of ribbon, broad basket galloons, hand embroidories
of fluss, etc., will bo much admired upon this stylo of apron. Sometimes
the lower edgo will be deeply oruamonted and a narrow but similar trimming
will follow tho sides up to the waist.




