8 o THE CR1TIC.

DISCOVERY OF TN CAVE OF THE SEVEN SLEEPERS.

A correspundent aith the Angle Russian Cunimissivn un tho frontier of
Afghanistan sunds the following variant upun the story of he Sevon
Sleepers of Ephesus, It scems that the cave of the Seven Sloopiers, which
in the Koran is located at Epliesus, is in reality in the Hirnk valley, ot the
Aighan frontier suins four miles to tho south wost of the Anglo Russian
camp at Chahar Samba.  The vetsiun of tho Kuran (says the correspundent)
is that seven me.y, firm in thoir faith in theii wwn God, soparated from the
rost of their tribe, who had taken to other guds, and, taking rofuge in a
cavo, wore caused to slaop thero, with their dug, for 309 years, Tho Eshans
of Khwajah Altai Azizan change the scono fruia Ephesus to Turkestan, and
toll n very difforent story. The King Dakianus, they say, was originally a
shophord of Shibharghan, and tonded his flock in the hills for twolve years,
till ono day ho found a slab of stono with an inscription on it, Nol being
ablo to decipher the Inttor, ho showed it to n moollah, who told him that it
was 4 record of hiddon trensuro, Having possessed himsolf of the troasure
and killed tlio moollah, Dakianus took servico with the king, and aftor some
timo rose to tho command of the army. Ho soon got tho army on his sido,

“soized tho kingdom, and oventually conquered the world. Whon thus in
supremo power, the dovil appeared bofore Dakianus in tho form of tho
Angel Gabriol, and tempted him by lolling him that God had sont him to
say that ho was God of the Heavens, but that Dakianus was Gud of the
Ea-th. Dakianus, who was o wumshippor of the one Gud, rofused to boliove
tho dovil, and told the latter that hie was not the true Angel Gabricl. The
dovil then offered to prove that he was, by prupusivg, as a tost, that if a
certain fish on the top of the water went down on his approach, he was the
trire Gabriol, but that if it remained up he was an impuster.  Accordingly,
Dakianus and the dovil went tugothor to the bank of the river, and no
sooner did tho fish soe the devil than it at vnce dived down., Dakianus
belioved the test, acknowludged the devil as the Angel Gabriol, left oft the
worship of tho truc God, and at the dovil's tempting sct Limsolf up asa
god on his own account. One day, huwever, when cating his foud, Daki-
anus was bothered by flies, which do what he would, he could not got rid
of. His sorvants said to themsclves. “Ie calls himself Gud, and yot can-
not oven get rid of the flies that Luther him. e is no God.” And they
dotermined to Jeavo him. Six men wont off, and vn tho socond day foll in
with a shopherd, frum whom they begged bread and watozr,  The shephord
gavo thom all ho had, and asked them where they camo frum and whero
thoy wero going to. They told him thoir story, and now they wero fleeing
from Dakianus and wished to hide, and the shepherd agreed to accompany
thom in thei- flight. The shephoerd's dug alsv followed his mastor, and the
won told him to drive the dog back, lest ho should betray their where-
abouts. Tho shopherd objected, saying the dog had beon his faithful com-
panion for years, but the others insisted, und the shepherd at last struck
the dog with his stick, breaking one of its logs. Thg dug still followed,
and tho shepherd struck it again, breaking anotlor log, but the dug sull
continuod to crawl after them, and the men, struck with pity, cventually
took it in turns to carry it on with them. The shophord guided them all
to this vory cavo that ho knew of, and vnce thero they all wont to sleep,
and never awoke for 309 years,

In tho Koran it is distinctly stated that the slespers were soven in
number, and the eighth was their dug, Lut cither the Arabic of the Koran
is boyund the Sayeds, ur they prefer a story of theic vwn.  Whichever it
is, thero is no doult of the 1calism of the latie. pustion of thoir talo, ws
anyone who knows the affection the shoplicrds heto have for theit groat
savage shaggy-coated dogs and the liuge oticks that the shcphords always
carry will testify. Turther un in the stury, huwover, the worthy Sayuds
get moro confused still, aud they have it that the slespeis woke twics, vnco
in tho time of Hazrat Esa, ur Chiist, and again in the time of the Prophet.
Tho story is, they say, that when these mon and the shepherd awuso
thoy folt bunugry, and scnt one of their number to go to tho city near by,
called Shahri-Afsos, to buy bread.  On arrival ko found the place much
altered, and the first baker Le went to refused to accopt his munoy. Ano-
ther to whom ho applied asked him where ho gut his monoy from. The
man said that it was his own and from his own house. Ilo was then told
to point out his house, but could not at first, and cventually recognized it
by a mulborry tree, and going in he told themto dig in a cortain place, and
they found, suro onough, his sture, a jar full of Dakianus's cvins. The
then owner of tho house protested and claimed the house and cuins as his,
and oventually both the man and the coins wero taken bofore the King.
When the King, who was a Christian, heard tho man's story, and found he
had beon- asleep for three hundred and nino years, ho looked on the man
as supornatural, and offered to resign the throne in his favor. Tho man
declined, and stated that all he wished was to bo allowed to roturn to his
compahions in the cavoe, The King thoroupon accompanied hini, With
the King were a hawk and a dug , and a Jdeer Leiug started on the ruad was
caught by theso two and brought in, thus making a third animal in tho
party. On arzival at the cave, not unly the uriginal six friends, the
Altai Azizan, and the shepherd, but the King and tho dug, and the hawk
and the deer, all went off to sleep, and uever woko again for sumo sevon
hundred yoars, whon they were awoke by the arrival of the chahar yar, ot
tho four friends of the Frophet —that is, Omar, Osman, Abubakr, and Ali
—who, ropeating the Mahommedan croed, at unce awoke tho sleopors. The
latter got up, repoatod the creed, and then fell asleep again, and there they
still remain,  All this told me Ly the Sayeds in the cave, and they pointed
triumphantly to tho rolics in proof of their atory. Iolding our lighted
candles between the palings of tho woudon screen which dobars nearer
approach to the sleepors, we were shuwn sume cluths un the flour, appar-
cntly a rough common shoct with a dark-coloured fringed cluth abuvo it,
which was said to cuver the sleopers,  We askod if it was allowed to look

undor tho cloth, but that, thoy sail, was imjoasible, Even thoy themac,ie,
thoy anid, know not what was thore. Ono man had onco tried to look, ang
was immediately struck blind, but that if we doubted, ** thore,” puinug,
in tho dircction, * was tho dog and tho deor, and hawk.”  Holding e
candles to tho 1 (ht wo coald then seo indistinetly sumothing luoking uxe
driod bodies of sume animals propped against tho wall.  They wore very
small.  The first, said to bo the dog, was about a fuot in hoight, b qm
deor a fow inches highor, but it was impossiblo to say in su.h lq,in'. whay
animals thoy wore. Tho bunes of the logs woro visiblo—in fact, the .y,
legs had fallon ofl, which rathor tuld against its boing asleep, but the b
soomod to bo covered with dry skin, and yob, on tho strongth of (e
rolics, sumo twonty familios of Sayods are kopt in comfurt, and live jem
onth  ntributions of pilgrims with, in addition, as much land as ey
requirv, 1ico of any ront and taxes.—Pall Mall Guzclle.
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ST. JOHN JOTTINGS.
(From our Staff Corrcspondent .
AN INTERVIEW WITHl THE COTTON KING.

I had tho pleasuro this afternoon of being shown through the culloi g,
of Moessrs. Parks & Sun, and of an interviow with one of the proprictur..

Tho mill is running with jts usual furco of about threo hundred Luils,
manufacturing, if U undurstoud rightly, thirty six hundred waight a w. i,

A visit to tho engino-reom shuwed us tho hugo fly-wheol, twonty fo,
foot in diamoter, driven by an engino of threo hundred and twenty L.
powor. In tho furnace ruum woro sgun sovon furnaccs, hoating aa iy
boilers. From‘thoro we woent to the rvom wheio t!no cotton is Loaton, Livwa
and cardod, and omorgos in light flakes fur the roping machines, and theue
to tho spindles, of which there aro fifteon thuusand, Cumparatively liitls .
woven, but over seventy lvoms aro woaving chocked goods of & sujuim
quality, Tho greater part of the cotton is worked up into throad and yuis
of all kinds. .

Aftor visiting tho diffarent roo.mns, Mr. Parks askod what was boin, duge
in tho Repeal business ovor in Nova Scutia. I roplied that as we wore nu
in tho confidonce of the government I could not toll. .

* But what is tho mattor over thoro, of what do they complain?”

“ Well, thoy thiok that thoy pay tou high dutics, and got too little fru
Ottawa.” . .

“ They cannot complain that tho duty has raised tho prico of wiwu
goods, anyway . for cotton that wo used to sell fur fuurteon cents wu nos
soll at from nine to ten.”

“ How aro you onabled to do that ¢

“ Well, aftor confoderntion wo had var own markets. we could manufs,
ture moro oxtonsively, sell cheapor, and do just as woll. Your manufa iurers
suroly cannot favor repoal, for it would ruin their business. If the M
timo I rovinces wero to be cut off I could not run my mill a month. |
should got out of this as quickly as possible.”” .

““ But dues not the competitivr. from Ontario interferc with tho manula,
torics of theso Provinces 1" .

“sNo indecd ; it is tho compotitivn_from theso Provinces that Luthers
them up thore. I caro not a fig for thoit competitivn. W have cual lur,
iron horo, and can gol overything that we want cheapor tharn they can il
It is through thom that an arraugomont was made among the collon nisn.
facturers to regulate thoe business, which, by the way, will bv an advatiiegei
all concerned.  Capital that hias Loon invested in cotton mills has buc pay
ing nothing, and we cortainly have a rigl. to a fair interost on our inuiiy,
and one part of the cummunity cannot suffor without all fooling it. -

*“ Tho most of my trade is with the Wostern Provinces, I care bul lith
for that hero, it is goud as far as i} goes, but tho groat bulk of my trle
is West." ,

“Is thoro any prospoct of any export tradu in cotton goods .

“Woll, no, I do not think thoto is at present. The trido of the Wed
Indics is in tho hands of tho great manufacturors of England, anl L
difficult to got hold of it.” ) .

* Do you thiok thero are tov many cutton manufastorios now to supp.)
the demand ¢” L .

“ No, I think not , wo havo a beautiful cuuntry and it is growing fus,
tuo much capital was invosted, but that will suon right itself, and th: pne
poct ahoad looks hopoful.” A M S
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COMMERCIAL.

Scptomber finds trade matters in excollont shapo, and the assurance ol s
very prosperous fall seasun strongthens as the time approaches, All the
indications in that diroctivn continue to grow brighter and moro corlin. I
is ovident thal values in all lines reached bottom some wocks ago, aml sinee
then somo staples have shuwn a marked improvoment. Of courso, su2¢
persons stoutly refuso to look at tho situation in tho hopoful !xght that‘n
think that tho circumslances warrant, but they aro tho chronic gruibien
who aro to be found in every community. Tha export and tho intoriu Lak,
and tho large crops, ail fully justify the buoyant foeling that has Lvou grvs
ing sinco noearly the commencemont of tho presont year, and piomics a ol
tinuation. Payments, as a rule, receive prompt attention. .

Tho promotors and manageis of tho now pruposed horso-railway have
excited much admiration, and olicited gonoraliy favorable criticism by the
rapidity and cnorgy with which thoy have pushed the wurk of laying {he
sleopers and stiingors through tho beds of tho stroets in which it is to ps




