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THE ROMANCE OF A JESUIT.

From the Freuch of De Beugny d'Hagerne.

Cuarrer 111,

Frow its very first commencement * The Society of Jesns ™
has been subject to many vicissitudes,  Princes and nations
would, by turns, demand its estublishment i thetr nndst
sud then heap mealts on it and drive it from the country,
only to re demand 1ts establishiment later on 3 and winlst
weleomed i one kmmgdom, it would be driven out from an
other.  Towawrds the end of the eighteenth century it was
suppressed in France by o parlinmentary deeree, and shortly
after~ards it was detven out of Spain, Portugs] and the king-
dom of Naples. At length it fell beneath the blows of its
adversaries and  on July 21st, 1778, Pope Clement NIV,
vielding to the demands of ambassadors from vartous Catholie
powers, signed the Bull, Dominus ae LRedemptor, suppressing
altogether the existenee of the Society.

The members of the Order which had been founded by St.
Tgnattus of joyole. yielded due  submission, and without
offering any resistanee they gquickly dispersed.

There were, however, two non-Catholic sovereigns, Fred-
evick 1L, King of Prassi, and Catherine, Fanpress of Russia,
who liad some yeurs previously invited the Jestuts to teke up
their abode in theiv respeetive kingdoms ; and both of these
monarchs, on hearing of the decree of suppression which had
been pronouncad wgninst the Ovder, veguested the Fathers of
the Soviety to contipue their work. since both sovercigns
refused to recogmze that the Pope had any right 1o interfere
in the affuirs of the countries over which they alone ruled with
sovereign authority,  The Fathers of the Company receivad
ths request jorfully, for it favoured their own desive of con-
tinning to live under the rule which they had voluntarily
embraced.  They hesitated to comply with it. however, on
account of their rule, specially imposing on them an absolate
stubmission to the decisions of the Sovereign Pontitf,

The Provineinl of the Order in Russia wrote to Catherine
Sep. 2L, 1778, and informed hier of the seruples felt by
hitmself and Ins brethven.  Although the Empiess was but
little accustomed to allowing any of her decisions to be dis-
cussed, yoet, appreciating the noble motives which impelied
the Jesumits to oppose her wishes, she undertool: to apply
1o the Pope, and to ask that an exception be made in her
favour.

A few months hefore the death of Pope Clement X1V., on
June Tth, 1771, that Prelate addvessed a reseript to the Prince
Bishop of Warmia, authorizing the Jesuits in Russin and
Prassia to reminn i statu queo until a further deeision.

Pues VL, who sueceeded Clement XTV., and ruled over the
Chnch daring a period of exeeptional diftieuley, did not think
it well to re-establish what Ilus predecessor had put down,
but he gave tucit consent to the efforts made by some former
members of the Soctety, together with some younger men,
to re establish St lgnatius” Order in France and Italy under
the name of accanarists, (otherwise Baecanarvistsy and after.
wards Fathers of the Fauh,

It wonld sceem as ot Providence had spe-ally allowed the
preservaton of the Order m Prassia and Russin in order that
itz traditions mizht be kent mtact, for no sooner was religious
peace restored to Germany and the Latm countries, than the
Fuperor of Russta eapelled from lus kingdom these very
religious whom Catherine had welcomed there and to whom
she had extended her all-powerful protection.

hmnediately the © Fathers of the Faith ** and a number of
Jeswits who had been seeularized 1or performing the functions
of ~ecular priestsy, Jomed themselves with these of the Rus.
s provinee ; and very soon afterwards, Pius VI, by the
Bull  Solleatudo omnam, dated Apral 7th 1814, solemmly
decreed the restorution of the Company.

Under the name of *+ Fathers of the Faitl.” the new Jesuits
were tolemated by Napoleon and also by the Government of
the Restoration.  However, they were not to remain long
without being attacked.

Being called on by the bishops 1o preach missions in the
prinapal French towns, the Fathers met with such success
as to arouse the fury of the enemies of the Church.  In Brest
and elsewhere there were serious disturbances got up against

them. Ior a time the extreme prudence of the bishops and
the Jesuits themselves appensed the tempest, whieh, however,
<oon broke out again on another pretext.  Father Delpius
had founded an associntion called the Congpregution o1 the
Bleseed  1irgin, in order to foster and inerease the picty of
such amony the men as alveady  professed obedience to the
lnws of the Catholic Church. Thas Congaegation soon at-
tnined lurge proportions, and men of every ranh and class
formed pavt of 1t, bishops, magistrates, oflicers of every grade,
artists, learned and lizerary men, being found in its ranks,
besides'the sumple workman and the poorast of the lower cliss
people.  The sparit of evil beheld its own dunger and profited
by the opportunty to sur up  public opinion awmnst the
Jesuits who were the ariginators and directors of the Con-
aregation,  The liberal oppositionists and the anti Chinstian
press made so mueh noise and worked so hard that they
obtained from the weak-minded king, Charles X, an mider
for closing cight houses of education divected by the Jesuits,

Two years later. when the king was obliged to flce befove
his revolted suigeets, he learned by his own sad expeneuce
that no throne is ever rendered safer through concessions
being made to anti-religions ideas and demands.

The eneinies of the Jesuits profited also by the Revolution
of 1830, to pillage the novitintes of Montrouge and St
Acheul.

However, in spite of these petty perseentions, the Jesunts
had not left France. By degrees they got back to their for-
mer houses, and. for a few years, enjoyed n relative peace,
which wag, however, but of short duration.

At the commencement of the year 1813 there uppeared a
hook entitled : ** The University Monopoly destructive of
Religion and the Laws,” (Le Monopole Universitaire destructeur
de la veligion et dex lois, )

The name appended as author was that of «“UAbbe des
Garets,” a Canon of Layons.  This hook was an indictnent
and contained acensations which were supported by all the
necessary proofs.

The University looked on this attack as a dcath-blow, and
in order 1o turn 1t aside denounced (‘anon des Garets as a
slunderer in the pay of the Jesuits,

Michelet, Quinte, Libri and many of the professors at the
French College and the Sorbonue. both from their tribunes
and in their journals opened a noisy volley of invectives,
snreasms and les directed against religion, the Chureh and
the Jesuits.

The bishops, the clergy, Christin,  famtlies, all oudly
demanded vartons concessions that had long been promised
them und were stll withheld, bat, above all, they demanded
the liberty of teaching ; the Revolution and the Umversity
rephed o them by abuse and by threats. 1t was at this
critical moment, and in order to defend Ins Order that was
being daily reviled, that Father Xavier de Ravignan came
forsurd and published his book:  The Faistence and the
Institation of the Jesuits,” (e U lristence of de Ulnstitut des
Jesuites) n luminous and eloquent, epitome of their doctrines,
their resources, and their aims.

The Constitutionnel veplied by publishing Fugene Sue's
* Wanderving Jow.” n ten-volume calumny.  ‘The dispute grew
wore virulent aud the liberals clamoured for the expulsion of all
the desuits from French territory.  The minsstry commenced
o be alarmed.  On the one haud it had no wish to persecute
but, on the other hand, it feared public opinion, or vather, what
is frequently called by that nume.$i. ¢., the opimons of the oppo-
sition journals, of those who call aut the loudest, After mnch
tergiversation, it decided on sending o Minister  Plempoten-
tiary to Pope Gregory XV, and it also deciled to send
man who would pride himself on obtiining from that
Prefate a condemmation of the Jesuits.  This man was an
Italian mamed Rossi, who, after having been a Commissary
of the Revolution in Bologna, in 1815, had taken refuge in
Geneva, where e had professed  anti-Catholic dactrines.
Later on, a happy chance having led him to Frauee, this
Itahan and naturalized Swiss had become a favourite vith
the party in power, and had had the doors of the Fueulty of
Law, of the University and the Chamber of Peers thrown
open 1o him.  Such was the man whom the French Govern-
ment had chosen to treat of the Jesuit question with the
Holy Sce. The choice was a most singular one, and we shall



