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and the dofonoo of England and England's
colonios must again revert to these gallant
yeomen,

uEngland‘s peealiar and approprinte xons,
Known in roother Ird.  Ench boasts hits hearth
And fivld a8 no as the hest Lord his hurony.
oOwnlag subjoot!on to no human vassilage,

save to thelr King and lowa:

${enco are thoy resolute,

Leading tho van on every duy of battle

As met #ho Xnow tho blexsings they defend;
Hehea nro thoy frank and gonorous In pratse,
Avinon who huve thefr portlon In its plonty,

Noother kingdomshowsasuch worth or happiness,
velted {0 xuch low ostate,”

Thereforo Canada need be no 1onger an ex-
cuso for thoe laissez faire policy of timorous
Statesmqn: ~the pcoplo have a country to
fight for and avo prepared to take their full
share in its defonce.

A Naval defance of Canada to be effective
must aim at acquirvtng the command of the
Great Lakes and rataming the samo.  Fol-
lowing the system lnid down in a former
papor tho duty of a Noval force would be to
cover tho frontier eftectually and make
invasion in force impossible, while the Jis-
position of the lines of defcnce ns previously
detailed would make it impracticable on the
only exposed front ofiered to the enemy,
provided nn edvance in that direction were
possible.  All tho lines of communication

cabnecting tho lines of Military defenco with’

cach other and the Seaboard are in the rear
--offer no assatlable point on the flank pre-
sented to the United States and are alto.
gothor inaccessible as long as the controul
of the High Seas can bo maintained by Great
Britain. It follows, therefore, that tho duty
of the Empire is to keep her Naval poswer in
the Nighest stato of efficiency, and the cost
of defending Canada will be solely confined
1o the femporary supply of arms and ammu-
nition. A large Naval force on the Lakes
would materially lessen if not altogether
prevent actunl fighling on Canadian  soil
and reduce tho cost of defence to a4 mini.
mum ; consequently the Naval defence of
the Province is the primnary object withwineh
its Military dofence must be combined. But
wo lack a system by which the whole avail.
ablo strength of the population could be put
forth on an emergency, a system that would
best suit our social condition, that woulC
make any man capable of handhng a rifle s
soldier withcut destroying his distinctive
character as a farmeor, mechanic, merchant,
or professional man.  The country does not
want batrack nor barrack-trained soldiers,
but it wants the *drill:shed” and **armory’™
in every township and the regular and sys.
tematic ¢training of the people at times and
seasons best suited to their own conveni-
ence. Will, tho proposed Militia Bill give
tho country this great blessing; will it pro.
vide for trammg an effictent Naval reserve;
r will its provisions be such as will afford
ur Legislators gn opportwuty for querulous
pposition or capuous interforence—citi
ono ¥

At present every thing is disorganised—
he Reserve Militia oxist only on paper; the

Active Militia aro not officored but merely

enrolled, consequently worthless; the Vol.
unteors aro gradually melting away, dissolv-

ing “liko tho bascless fabrio of n vision.''

For thirtcen oventful years tho patriotism’
of individuals have been performing the
duty which tho state owes to itsel; sneered
at by tho sellish and indolent, neglected and

logisiated for by tho Government, it is hard
{o imagino a less encouraging position than
thoso gallant mep have occupied. In faot,
wero it not for the spiri% which pervades the
wholo mass of the populx.ion it is hardiy
possivie that the Volunteer t.ganisation,
such ag it i3, could have been sustained, and
it would he hard to tell whethier Gevermen

tal negloct or legislation have been most
ingurious toits interests. But as an evidence
that the people of Canada mean to fight for
their comndry—if occasion should anse the
Voluntcerorgnnisntion is sufliciently decisive
in that respect—it stands alonc and unrival.
led in modern history. A fow men under-
taking agninst every disndvantage and at
great pecuniary outlay to defend tho coun-
try and maintain a force at their own ex-
pense for that purpose, is o spectacle as un.
ique as maguificent, but tho Government
that permits this sacrifice or the peoplo who
accopt it are not doing their duty to the
country. The defence of Canada is the busi-
\ness of overy individual in the Province,
frich and poor; the former because it will
t enhanco the value of his property, the latter
because it will enable him to shave the pros.
perity which security brings.

This whole question of defence admits of
no doubts respeeting its successful 1ssue.
Many will naturally ask *¢is there any neces-
sity for it’* ¢ Not just now; but who can tell
what o day may bring forti,, in the face of
the disturbing causes which are at work in
the social condition and political system of
our neighbours. To be thoroughbly armed
is to be thoroughly secure; and morcover,
it enhances our credit in Great Britain be-
cause it relieves tho Empire from a fecling
of weaknoss which must materially affect
her foreign relations and operate against her
financial and commereial prosperity. It is
therefore incumbent on the people of Can-
ada toarm for their own nterests, insecurity
begets distrust, and thay prevents capital
from being invested in the Dominion.

A system of Naval and Military defence
must be organiséd before present securnity
-or future welfare can be assured.

THE NOVA SCOTIAN DIFFICULYY.

The determined opposition evinced by
the Nova Scotians to the measure of confed-
eration offers at the outset a very serious
obstacle to the establishment and harmo-
nious working of the constitution of the
new Dominion. This is greatly to be de-
‘plored, for the political ovils which distracted
these colonies previous to the union of the
four provinces were of such a nature as to
cause much snxiety for their futura peace

'and prosperity. Looking at this unhappy
division of fooling which separates the peo-
plo of Nova Scotin from thoso of the sister
Provinces from an historical point of viaw,
wo find that tho present stato of affeirs is
hardly to be wondered at. Aftor the suc.
eessful rebellion of tho American colonies,
¢ho ilome Government, perceiving that the
ntimato union which had subsisted between
tho rebol states was ono of the secrots of
their successful resistance to tho Imporial
suthority, adopted a line of policy in refer-
cnce to the yomaining colonics which was
ealculated to keep them divided from ench
other by separato laws and rival and often
antagonistic interests, Each colony had its
own govertitaent, its own tariff] its own
courts of law; each with a system perfectly
distinet-and without refcrenco to theothors.
This state of things was carefully fnstered
and encouraged Ly the Imperial Govern
ment for many yorrs, and succeoded to o
demonstration in producing the desired
effect. The Provinces wera completely di
vided from each other By this policy of
isolation, and if at tho presenti:doy it is
found exceedingly difficult to veld fogether
communities which have been studiously
kept asunder for more than threo qudirters
of & ceatury, tho difficulty is no indidation
of a just cause for marvelling: it is. only the
natural effect of cortain causes set in motion
for the purpose of producing a desired end.
Unhappily for the Dominion,.this policy has
only been too successful; but if the people
who so Joudly declaim against confederncion
wera to awaken to o true sense of tleir
position, and, while divesting their mdinds of
passion- and prejudice, calmly examine the
matter in the light of reason and common
senso, not to mention expediency, they
would find tlis huge mountain of wrong
against which they so bitterly éomplain, and
which has its principcl existence more in.
their imaginations than otherwise, groywing:
“ aradually sma!l and beautifully less,” tilk
it disappears forever.

The geographical positio.. and social con-
dition of the Dominion are-such as to imper-
atively require the refention of the Mara-
time Provinces among its component parts,
and no means conformable to British usage
should be left untried to do away with the
present unhappy differences; snd while
rendering all content within‘our bor ~ s,
provide for the admission of tho sister pro-
vinces at present standing .2loof from us.
Viewed from a military and strategetical
point, which must always be closcfy con.
nected with our naval and mercantils inter-
ests, we find again every reason urge us to
Lkeep our communications open to the sea.
Winle upon this subject we would enter our
protest against the foolish and mischievious
humbug to which we are occasionally treated
under the heading of annexation, an& it is
with tho deepest regret that we porceive our
fellow subjects in Nove Scotia, whose best
mnterests aro bound vp with British connec.
tion and the new Domunion, covertly hinting




