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gon by Cox, R,E,said ho thought the failure
of the system at presont was occasioaed by
not bidding for what was wanled. Mon
wero only taken who were rockless, and
thoso when got were not likod. The mis-
take was in applying tho same term of short
gorvice to tho Indian and tho home army.
A long term should be applied for the In-
dian and foreign service, while the term of
81X yenrs would suit for the homo army.
Luds of eightocn could not bo sont out to
India for two years, and thus so much was
lost of their six years. o thoagh we oughit
to bid for mon such as we wanted, and for
both terms. Thero need not bo tho small-.
est dislocation of tho regimontal system.
Ho wonld divide ench regiment into three
battalions, one of which should bo the
forcign battalion and permanently stationed
abrond, while the romaining two shiould bo
home battalions. Monshould enlist for the
foroign battalions for ten or seven years.
‘Choe men should not be interchangeablo-be-
tween the battalions, but the officers should
be interchangeable, and would serve in ajl
the battalions in their regular rotation.
Men should enlist in the homo battalions
for nine years, threo of wiich show.i be
with the colours, in order to make soldiars
of them, and the remajning six in the re-
serve. In this rdsdrve service they should
bo still atttached to the regiments, resdily
able to bo mobilized, each knowing his own
position at once. This enlistment for-a do-
tined short term of thrce years, with thein
ducement of o pay of 7s. a week for the six
years in tho reserve, would, he thought,
give us the pick of the unskilled and rural
population, and if this were dono the best
advertisement ,posgibla would be these re*,
sorve men with their 7s. a week. e
should then be able to pick and choose, and .
to reject those who wore physically or
morally unfit. Tho corner would thus be
turned, and better men would join the ser-
vice when they knew they had good men
to associnte with. The menin the reserve
should be able to be had at once, and to re-
turn ina few hours to their colours, This
would bo rendored readily practicable with
tho proper localisation of the regiments,
and tho formation of-army corps. Corpe
aud regiments, should be located within
limited districts. If the shorl servico sys*
tem were properly applied aad ‘worked, it
would prove eflicacious.
Licutenant Champion, Royal Marine Ar-
tillery, who bad beon himself a candidate
for the gold medasl, thought that oonscrip-
tlon would boat any time a national cala-
wity. ..>did not agree yith the proposal
to incresse thearmy from the Militia, for
this would bo to weaken tho reserve force,
and wasnot fair to the Militia officers. Iie
thought we ought to make servica with the
reserve compulsory, and we ought to give
something to.men i v ten or fiftcen years’
servico. e thought pensions would bo the-
greatest attraclion to men in tho riral dis-
tricts. He would propose their serving for
periods of ten, filteen or twountly years, with
three corresponding periods of servica in
the reserve. Ho would have twonty-five
years' service from overy moa enlisted, and
by this plan thoy would have in five yoarsa
roserve army of 60,000 men, which in fiftoen
yes. would have become 140,000, all highly
trained soldiers rendy for employment.in
caso of war. As an,officer of Marines ho
bad to study tho.servics both-of the army
and navy, both of which wero highly im-
portant, and this question was of interest
t6 both, 'If this country wero to maintain
its treatics and obligations to tho last coin-
and to tho last man, tho sooner conscription
was-gstabl ished the; botter butif wo havoa

fow years of roposo and poaco beforo us we
can adopt the other mode, still employing
the voluntary systom.-~Colenel Loahy, R.
E, did not agree with cither Captain tlimo
or Sir Edwatd Wairde. Ho thought short
servico ought to Le reully short sorvico,
being for tho threo years which wore just.
sufficient to- make a man a soldier. Ife
thought three olusses of men shiould be en-
listed—for home, for tho colonies, and for’
the reservp, and tho army cught to bo so
managed a¢ to mako tho more dismissal of a
man n punishment. {le thought that atong
with military training somo iudustrial pur
suits and handiceafts ought to be taught to’
the soldior. Thereshould bo separato en-
gagomenis for long service. The rogiment.
al systom needod better:dovelopment, and
the Reserves ought in all cases to be undor
tho direct control of* the colouels of their
respective rogiments, who should be res-
ponsible for their oicionsy. Tho ostablish.
ments of tho regiments should be fixed, and
not liablo to bo reduced or varied on the
mero dictum of the Minister, but only by a
formal vote of Parliament. Thero should
be three reserves—a regimental reserve, a
Mila reserve, and a Volunteer reserve,
and an option should ba given to the sol.
dior us to which of these he would go into
[mprovement was much needed also as to
non-commissioned officers, to whom suita-
ble pay siould be given, especially to the.
sorgeants and staffsergeants. He did not
believe that the conscription could be car
ried out at a small cost ;indeed, he thought
each man would cost as much ag at,present.
~sfr. Chfford Walton, deputy-assistant
commisssry-general, who had also been a
caodidate for the .gold medal, considered
that if wa twere to continuo to occupy our
place in Europe, we must como to minhood
service. Tho question was vot tho supply
of a few thousand rocruits or the loss ofa
faw thonsand deserters, but tho unlunited
supply of trained soldiers. 1t was said that
the country was not ripo for manhood ser
vico, but it was the duty of that institution
to lead the public mind on such a question.
—>Major Woatherhead, paymaster of the
Royal Artillery, thought that men enlisting
at twenty'one or twenty two years of uge
ought to receive bhigher pay than boys of
sixteen or eighteen. Great improvements
was needed as to the non-commussioned
staff, and he thought the regulations of bar-
rack-rooms onght to be relaxed ; thero were
too many roll-calls; men ought also to be
encouragod to pursue some profitable trade
in time of peace. Sir Harry Verney, M.P.,
had the management of the recruiting for
the Guards, and had made it the greatest
favour to admit a man; ho had, conse
quently, bad po difficully in getling as
niany as ho wanted. le thought it was
tho duty of the Goveromen. to givo to old
soldiers as many of the small civilian ap-
pointments os possible, We mnght wiw
advantage, be thought, introduce tho sys
tom of training boys for the army,a plan
which had béen very successful with regard
to the navy.—Brjgadier Genersl Sir John
Adyo said what we néedod as a shorl ser-
vico with Jarge reserves; but the-coct of
conscription had not been estimated, sud
Do.army cstimatos would:show it.  Was tha
country prepared to meko tho -sacrifices ne-
cessary for -the conscription 2 To placo the
army before all its trade and commerco ?
Continental countrios, which were separated
from their neighhours:moraly by a liue on a,
map, werlobliged to adopt the system, but-
to them it was 80 onprous as to be almost,
unbearable. Ho was in favour of localiza-,
tion, with tho partial adoption of short ser*

vico. Short sérvice, followed by servicoin

tho reserve, nnd long aservice followod by a
pension, 1lis own oxperienoce did not jus*
tify thei complaints that recruiting had
fallen off in any respect, and ho read tho
reports of othor officora to show that it had
notdono sdb. These, ho snid; were sufliciont
to blow away tho approhensions of {heso
ponic mongors, Ho believed tho army to
ho wmuch improved.; tho officers cspecially
[Fore much bottor oducated than they had
beon ay any time, and he was of opinion
bimselfthat the British army was more effuc-
tive and better prepared for war at tho
presont moment thap ithad been at any for-
mor fimo,

Colonet Lumloy Graham said. that undor
tho sbiort system wp. did noy get a sufficient
number of recruits, and we had too many
young soldiers in the army. The wholo
question was one of monoy, and. the nation
must pay oither in money or in person,
either by by larger expense or by universal
conscriplion. :Au army of.one year's men
would be useless, for we could not make
soldiers in ona year, though wa might make
them drill and sbhoot fuirly. He would
have voluntary service with long periods,
and would mdke use of the. Militia and
Volunteers, ilo proposed that the Militia
should be the foundation of the whole mili-
tary systom, and should:be raised by con-
scription without substitution or dotation.
Efficient Volunteers -should bs exempt from
the conscription, mnking them thus take
tho placo of the ono year's Voluinteers io
Germany. We should not need all the
young men.ia {he kingdom, but he wonld
have an extra proportion ol them drawn
from the Militin 80 a3 to foed the Line. e
would let the Line soldior serve for ten
years, and then discharge him, allowing good
non commissionod officers to re-engage for
fivo years. The others should-join the re
serve for ten yearms. Ho would bave twenty
years® sgrvice from cvery -man, -and to the
soldier who had served twenty years in the
Lino.he would give him full pay on rotiring,
Ho then referred to the paper of Captain
‘French, who had, like himeelf, contended
for tho gold medal, and approved of Cap*
tain I'rench’s;plav of giving an oxtra 61. a
day to the soldier, t0 be paid him at the
end of his term of service.~Captain Luard,
R E, was in favour of conscription, but, as
suming that the voluntary system would be
continued, thoughf that regimental enliste
ment was much the best way of carrying it
out: The short service system.had never
been successful, He thought Sir Eiward
Warde's proposal to-call upori‘men o serve
in the Militia after leaviug tho army migh€
ssucceed if they got full pay. Captain
Hime's paper was an .excellent historical
essay, but was afraid it stopped thore. The
question_had ngver ‘been presented to the
‘country in & proper light It was not the
duty of the army to provide its owa ro-
cruits, but that of tho country ; but the na-
tion had-become {00 rich, and wealth bad
beoome its Tuin, as had bsen tho. case with
Rome, Spain, and. other céualries. It bad
led to moral blindnoss and the extinction of
truo patriotism. He thought wa must have
conscription.

Captain Hime, as ho could not attend
 Dext'day, roplied brieSy. He had become
‘a sort of military lshmael, and had been at-
‘tacked ns likipg conscription, ho did not
liko it; but ho thought it incvitabls He
did noi propose cither the German or the
French “systom, but an Edglish system
should bo adopted when the nation camo to
admit what-was ns positivon trutl as that
tho threo angles of a triangle were oqual to
Lo Tight angles,
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