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st Unbribed, unbonglit, our swords we draw,
T'a guard the Mouarch, fence tho Law.”

JMA\VA,'I‘UESDAY MAY 12, 1874

’l‘o Conm;sm\osws.—Le.ters nddlessed to
either the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communieations intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents, will also bear in miud that one end
ot the envelopo should be left enen, and
al the corner the twords ** Printer's copy
aritten and a two or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the comumunica.
tion) placed thoreon will pag¥the postaga

gg}j’* Ligvr. J. B. Vx\'ru., of Violoria, is
,our uullxorwed Agent for Yancouver Ial: md
Bnus‘n Columbia. As is also Captain [I. V.,
‘Epxoxps for New Westminster and adjicent
country.

‘Tue authoritative declaration of the Pre -
mier that it was the intention of the Admin
istration to appoint a Commander-in Chief
of the Canadian Army, with the rink of

. Major General, and that officor would bo
chosen from tho British Army will, with the
implied assurance that the present acung
AdjutantGeneral should be conlirmed in®ho
rank ol Adjutant Genoral give tha$ confid-
cnce and salisfaction to the force
srhich st iz alleged has been wanting asa
main requisite towards its proper organiza
tion. [t wag'also stated that the pay of the
eank ard file would bo increased and thus
the great grievance of the forco removed
srithout "any violent nleasure affecting its

_ original organization.

Both those important measures will doubt.

200 , At the head of the Canadian Army an oflicer

less meet with ail favor in Parlinment us
woll as.from the country at large, and we
aro suro wo only speak the sentiment cf
tho forco whon we any that full confidence
is felt in tho desire of the Ministry to place

!

in whom that force and the.country could
and would have confidence. It is a delicate
subject but thero, is probably in Cannda a
tulented oflicer whoso services wonld on.
titlo him to the position antl whose experi-

ence of the people and their social condition
is ull that could bo dcsired, As the author
of the best woik yeb issued on the late
“Ametioan War,” Lieutenant Col, Frrveusn
of the Scotch Pusilier Guards has had the
best acquaintance ol any officer wo know of
with referonce to the working of such a s)s
temn as our ours, and as Military Secretary
(o His Excellency the Governor General,has
had such oxperience of the socisl aspects
as few bave had a like chance to attain, Il
is, moreover, thoroughly acquninted with
all arms of the service, and as chnairman ol
the the Small Arms Commission has acquir
ed o lasting celolrity by the thorough
mapper in which the details of that enquiry
werae carried out, and the result—the ndop-
tion of the Martini-tHlenry Rifle—will be a
lasting monument of his practical know-
ledge and diserimination.

The appointment of an officer of his char-
aoter and standing to the onerous duties
of Commnnder-in-Clief would undoubtedly
be ,huiled by all classes with satisfaction.
and the Force would be in the hands of a
Chief overy way capable of developing ali
its good quulities. It is, however, the pro-
vince of Ller Majesty’s responsible advisers
tozelect the person they think best, and we
are sure in any case the Force will be con-
tented with their choice.

“ The contemplated appomtment of a
Major General of the Imeperial army to the
position of Commnder in-Chief of the Can
adian Militia, will no doubt be hailed wih
great satisfaction by the entwe force. Such
appointment would>still leave vacant the
ollice of Adjutant General, the duties of
which have Leen performed by Lieut. Col.
Powell since the ietirement of Colonel
Ross,  We apprehend that such a change
will be made in the militin luw as will enable
she Governmwent to appoint the present
acting  Adjutant General to thut posi
tion. Colonel Powell is more than
eflicient 13 his department,and we need not
say that his appomtment us Adjutant
General of tho Domumion would give nm-
vorsal snusfuction to the whole lorce of the
countiy.’

Thoe above paragraph is l'lom the Oltawa
T'iines of 25th April, und those who know
the gallant ofticer referved to will not only
endorse tho sentiments contained therln but
will gon little further aud say it will bo no
particalar boon to the Cunadia Militia toap-
point & Major Genersl as Commander in
Chief excopt the Chicf of the Stail should
happen to be what Colonel PowsLL un'

doubtedly is~a mn thoionghly ac«;uainledl

-

with tho force, aud as thoroughly popula
amongst its members. Any ollicer from the
Tmperial army must bo o a great oxtent a
comparative stranger here; and his duties
would bo hoth onerous and oppressive il ho
had not nn oflices on whom he could rely to
carry out the details with prudenco and cir
cumspection, ofio known to the force and in
whom they repose unlimited confidences.
The present Acting Adjutant General has
been virtually in hia present position for
thirtcon yonrs—tlhie dutics of his office hiave
been well and conscientously discharged, the
present orgaization has bedu in a grest mea-
suro shaped by his hands, nud he ~ad look
¥ack on the greatest work of the kind doue
in any country with just pride; there is
therefore every voason why he should suer
ceed the well earned promation svaich ought
to haveo been his long sgo.

e ——— ewm—
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Tuar spirited journal, The Nation, in its
issue of 9th April, has an article on ¢ Our
Militia System,” which we republish, especi-
ally «s s fair open criticism is alike freo
from prejudice and dogmatism. It advo-
cates the nppointment of * a comumission to

r examine intoand decide upon theevils of the

present system and the value of the reme-
dies to be applied.” Asit has been alleged
that the present system is radically defec-
tive, there can be nn doubt before a changs
is attempted, the country should be satisfied
that the proposed substitute would not be
liable to the evils complained of, and that it
would bo as efticient to meot tho social con-
ditions of the people as the present system
has proved itseif to be. We hold that the
present organizition has ons singe defluct
and that is want of provision for a proper re-
muneralion for the rank and file,and we must
demur altogether to the idea that there has
been any *¢ introduction of tho party element
into an organization which should be essen.
tially non-political,” oxcept in tho legiti
mate exercise of that patronxge which es-
sentially and of right belongs to the respon-
sible advisers of tho Sovereign. It has vet to
be proved that even this lawful patronge
wasg exercised in any way but that most
benelicinl to the interests of Canada, and we
know of no instance in which it was bestow- ~
ed on an incompetent or unworthy object.We
quite agree in our contemporary’s opinion
t 11t the subject is a vexed one, but are cer
tain that the alleged grievances sre merely
seatimental and only mark therestloss desire
for fanciful changes by individuuls with a
large amount of theoretical knowledge and
little practical experience. ‘There is, bow-
ever, ong proposition to which we totally de
mur. The Nalion says: It is very little use
to haye educated oflicers unless you haye
also trained men," while fully admitting the
truth of the caretlorary if has been always
not only the opinion but the exact kuowledge
derived from practical experience thut you
must bave educated officers . before you oan
have trained men,and while it is well knowmn




