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cittier the Editai- or' l>ublisier, mis wçell as
Commiunications in tended for publication,
inust, invariably,bc pî-e-paid. Correspon
d uts wyihI aIse beai in iîîdic tliat one end
oh Uic envéhope 8iîouidlb le it opei, and
iii thîu corneri thie veî-ds -- îi.?hîteî-s copy I
%vritten; anid a two or- live cent st-amp (ac-
coi-ding to thc weiglit of thie conimunica-
flon) placed thiercon wilI pay the postage

UR respected contemnporary the ,She-
ln-oo/ie Ae'cis bas an ar-ticle on the reduction
of the expense of' the M1ihitia foi-cc as defined
l)y tlic hast financial atatemient ef the Can-
adian Chanceller of the Exehequer, in which
the reasons fer suaI reduction ia given in
raLlier acurieus laabion for a frontier journal-

Like ail truie propliets tlic ýS/erb)-ooke .News
lias livcd te witness thie fuhfilment ofthfe
utterances et its own prescience, but we
doubt the soundncss et the theory on whicî
those utterancea are based. The ireaty ef
Washington is net a, valid excuse for a par-
tial paî'ahysis of the macbiney by which our
M1ilitary erganization was being perfcctcd .
ner la it a aound axioin te depend on the
chapter et accidents, ln our international re-
lations. As a set offYagainst tlie supposed sa-
ing ef î653,000 flua year, and the contingent
saving in labour our conteînporary would
have donc the State good service if lic fur
nislîcd the country with an estimnate ef wliat
the loss incurred by flic Fenian raids caver.
cd, lIow inudli Iin ictual expense, and how
inuch iin deterioration Of actual value in

stock.s, securities, and business generally ?
Settinî oie against the other we are ef opin-
ion hie would find that bis supposed savings
iveîe in1 reality the werst of wasteful extrav-
agance, inasrnuch as it net only paralyses
the security against a recurrence of those
l)ie.-isalît visits [rom oui' neighbors territory,
but actually invites thern! And -as the
Washiîngton Treaty provided ne reparatien
for outrages already committed, we have te
learn iii what way it ivill act te prevent
tlîex, especially as the Yankee negotiators
refused te acknowledgo any liability wlîat-
ever foi- thoso pleasure excursions et their
IriSli citizenls.

Furthe reasons given (Io îiot iapi-eve the
position. 'l'le plea ot ecenorny can be wel
understood, but whiere is the necessity ef
curtailing the expenses ef Uhc Militia? It
was 'îioncy expended on tbe people, it was
not as ini England expended ini defending
distant possessions, but it v as a tax paid te

a itienal police, and the actual trutl is that
it was in obedience te the pitiful whine ef
the Manchester scheol amongst the Commer-
cial mn ef Caniada that the reduction was
made, it being in ne sense seund policy.
Th'ie mnonej, as a general rule, went, irîto the
peekets etfflic agricultural, population, and
as tlhey w ci-e benefltted wby it was but rea-
sonable t îat the commercial class who ai-e
neither burdened ivith taxes nom- Military
dlity shîouhd be jealous.

The vbohc ai-ticle appears in another
colunai), anîd ive should net bave republishcd
it but for somne glaring misatatesments whicli
ive are seî-ry te sec in any respectable jour-
ual. It is net truc that the Atilitary systern
was rapidly eatiny inte t/te resourcez of t/he
counîtry, and certain/y net imp-oviny ils moral.
ity; nor is iL truc that the Washington Treaty
affected Canadian securities in thec English
markct in any sense.

Since Canada lias been able te show te the
vrorld that she could defend berself any boan
that she tried te negotiate bas been easily af-
fected, and it is only necessary te turn te
the share list in the Engliali market before
1868 and since te show liow rapidly lier accu-
rities obtained the first place when Engliali
stockbolders found alie could proteet inveat-
ments confided te lier charge. The Wash.
ington Treaty bad about as much te do witb
the risc of Cariadian stocks as Tenterden
Steeple lad with the Goodw.-n Sanda, and
the pelicy ef the Governmient eau be dcfend-
cd on far more justifiable grounds than that
ef the extremcly questionable measure of
reducing a military expenditure already tee
sanl for the yast interests it is required te
çirotcct and conserve.

Our contemnporary in has complhacency at
bcing a truc prophet forgets thiat Napoleon
III. dcclared the Empire waa peace just lie-
fore thc Russian war 1 Hec was probab]y quite
as sincere in lia aspirations thiereafter as thc
Shterbrooke News, but history tells us what
lappened in the subsequent seventeen years
of hiii reign. Another great politiciti prephet
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Mr. GLADSTONr dcclared early in Junie 1870
that the political horizon %vas ivithout a cloud
and his colleague Mr. CARDWELL proceeded
te disband 20,000 veteran soldiers of the
British Army to save the Britirhi taxpayer's
£2,000,000 sterling 1 In July the saine par-
ties were obliged to ask for a vote of £4,000,-
000 to rpcetlîose nien with uritrained
boys! !

W'e arc no prophets political or othcrwise,
but our neiglibors are a people raLlier lax in
their ideas oretin et tcuin, Uhc political
exigencies of the moment oftcn precipitate
matters with. liglitening speed, and a F enian
raid could bc improvised in a, short Urne that
iight teach our conternporary a lesson in

political econonay.
Coming events cast theit' ahadows bM

That our neighbors are flot easy the folluv
ing extraet froni the Unitedi States A4rrny and
Nai-y Journal shew, that ait least there is a

prospect of a littie interfference in Mexican
affairs, and that once the bail is set rolling
there is ne telling wliere it will stop; and the
invasion of Mexico may invelve another raid
on Canada, especially as theYankees are net
held liable to pay for past, present, or future
experinients or that kind.

" We do not discover in the visit to Texas
of the Secretary ef War and the Lieutenant
General the omineus signs ef war wvith Mex-
ico witb which somie of our daily con tempe.
ramies indulge thîeir fancies. The questions
as te whetber a grand depot of supplies
shall bc established at Sin Antonio, and as
te whatextentcavalry are required along the
frontier, cani be best settled by the personal.
examination which Secretary Belknap has
undertaken. An appropriation foi-eststbhishl
ing a depot at Stan Antonio vwas logr-roled
threughi Cengrcss, but iL is net yetcdecided
wliat use the Secretary will make of bis dis
cretien as toits expenditure. The extension
of our railroad systein into Texas is chan ging
the conditions of transportation and making
necessary a thorougli inquiry into the expe
diency of establishing new centres ef distri-
bution for our Army peats in Texais."

We would wish our centernporary te state
how Military service operates te the deter-
ieratien ef merals, and why lie bias libchled
such a large and respectable body of bis
countrymen ?

Whule quite as anxîeus as hie is for the
advent of the period when Wars will be no
longer necessary, it la impossible te bide the
fact or gainaay it that as long as people have
diverse interesta-as long as one nation lins
what anether cevets, se long viill %var decide
bctweenright and wreng,and be a ruere ques-
tien ef limitation ef force.

Our centempeî-ary will net hc surpuised
that ive look on his article as being inipolitiC
and net patrietie.

TiiERE seemas te be a very geneital opinioni
amengst the eflicers ef the B3ritish Army that
Afounted Rifles is a neccssary arm of eany forc
engaged in active Operations. We bave ah-
ready giveii 01W readers the opinions ef 5ir
HENRY HÂVEI.eCK on this subject, and altbe'
they should carry the weight of his':authiitYs
yet it muet~ be obgeryed his experience Wli 5


