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s U'nbrlbed, unbought, our swornds wo draw,
To guard the Monareh, fence the Law.”
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Lieor.-CoLoNEL WAINEWRIGHT GRirFiTHs, at
present on a tour through British Colum
bin, has kindly consented to act as the
Agont for the Voruxreer Review in that
Provinee,

To CorresroxpeENTs,—Lotters addressed to
cither the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communieations intended for publication,
must, invariably, be pre-paid. Correspon
denls will also bear in mind that one end
of the envelope should be loft open, and
in the corner the words ¢ Printer’s copy
written, and a two or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of ths communica.
tion) placed thereon will pay the postage.

It would appear from the leading article
in Broad Arrow of 8th June, that our antici-
pations respecling the failue of the *large
rifled guns,” as a naval armament, have been
singularly correct.

Our contemporary commenting on the
system of Rifling says:—¢But wilhout at-
terapling to assert that the adoption of the
faulty French rifling, and its weak projectile,
was duo to a want of either military experi-
enceor mechanical knowledge, we can unhes-
itatingly affirm that the time for enquiry into

coived, whilo wo aro writing, of tho serious
damago done to another of tho 18-ton guns
of the Hercules, will be of the same opinion.”

The Jercules is an ironclad of over fivo
thousand tons, armed with cight 18 lon guns,
and of these severnl havo beenalready under
repsir; but the late damage was caused by
tho promature bursting of a shell in the gun,

a| aplitling it through {ubo and coil o as to

completely disable it.

A most instructivo history in science and
practical mechanics could be written from
the fuilures of every atlompt to mxn tho Navy
of Great Brilain with rifled ordnance—nearly
ono thousand of the 110 pounder Armstrong
rifled guns—1iho ne plus ulira of artillery in
their day—were manufactured with their
stores of lead.coated shot before a failure
was anticipated—it camo in action: and £1,-
000,000 sterling was lost in consequence—
the guns were condemned,

The present system was iniroduced and
the result is as shown; but it is not all: the
Royal Sovereign during a week's praclico at
Spithead had several 9 inch common shells
broke up on firing—the boats crews about lo
land under such protection should be pitied.

It is stated by the Inspector of Ordnanco
“that three out of four 25-ton gunsin the
Monarch bad their grooves slightly busred,
and the fuurth gun required re-venting after
thirty-five rounds only of firing in three ycars.”

It is very littlo wonder indeed that the
people of England should experience grave
doubts as to their capability of resisting the
disembarkation of a well appointed invading
force.

Under exisling circumstances a naval
battle could hardly fail to be disasterous to
her, and she would not have the consolation
of inflicting such a loss on the enemy as
would make his victory barren; a circum.
stanco which, on more than one occasion,
saved her from utter annibilation,

The question of guns, military and naval,
has yet to be solved, and if ever the monster
artillery can be made available it must be
in shore batteries—mechanical skill will un-
doubtedly overcome the difficulties indicat-
ed and existing—btut the machine will never
be successfully applied as a garal avmament
in the proper senss of that term.

We question the capability of any manage
able mass of metal of which those guns could
be composed withstanding the strain of
4 service charge for 100 rounds fired consec
utively, and are pretty sure it ssould be un
serviceablo from heating before half the
number were fired.

The designers of those guns must have
imaginoed that a nacal action would be decid-
ed by hal{a dozen shots fired at intervals of
three minutes, the vessels meantime making

a difference in range of over 100U yards Lo- |
tween each shot,—n likely con lition to en-

In our issue of the 17th Juno, a quotation
from Captain Coroun’s leclure on ¢“tho al
tack and defenco of floets,'’ shows conclu
sively tho superior valuo of the old 68.pdr,
a8 far 08 accurnoy of firo is concernod.

The wholo subject is of great interest and
new developements may bo looked for in
conneotion thorewith,

u—————

SouMrwiERE about thirty years ago military
and naval philosophers had their minds ex
ercised over tho doings and pretentions of a
Captain Warxer of the Royal Navy, who pro
posed to destroy n vessel by somo secret
process known only to himself, but which he
would put tho Government of Great Britwn
in possession for a consideration.

Ho also declared that under certain con
ditions ho could make artillery atlain a
range of three miles with accuracy—his pro-
jects were ridiculed. JPunch nicknamed bhim
long range Warvgr, and he was generally
laughed at as an idle speculator by that
portion of the public who did not consider
him a fool or imposter—time however has
queer revenges—and if poor Warser had
lived long enough he would have seen the
last of his pretensions realized; whilo the
first is declared to be superior to fleets for
harbor or coast defence, and even superior
to artillery for naval armaments.

There can be no question that Caplam
Warxer was the otiginal inventor of tho tor
pedo—as I's only experiment was a com-
plete success —but the question will arise a
to what value is to be ascribed to either the
long rango or the torpedo?

‘aking the former at a limit of three mil ¢,
what effect could be produced in action by
shot at that distance; the resisting power of
the vessel or fort &c. being messured by its
penetrability at 1000 yards?

The deviation as stated, by Capt. Corour,
with the vessel, which is the platform of the
gun, rolling through an angle of 16 to 32
degrees may be at the 1000 yards range
over 360 yards. At the long range tho error
proportionately would be over a mile, and
this would occur from an error of half an inch
in Inying tho gun, so that a shot fired at sea
scan object three miles off might hit a nule
on either side of the point on which the gun
was trained~not a very splendid or encour-
aging result.

It will be more difficult to define tho val~-
of a torpedo i3 actual warfare; it is quite
possible that by using them as callrops wero
used in ancient time to defend dead angles,
or prevent the app:oach of cavalry—that 1,

y to scatler them broad cast aver the entrance

to & bay or narrow channel, and if the enemy

| is uncommonly stupid ho may be caught—i

is as likely however that they would be just
as mischievous to friends as foes—and the
latter conld easily deviser means involving

the propriety of retaining the system for the ; sure accuracy of firing or aim and displaying| the minimum of risk fa¥ flvhing them out,



